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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION
Origin of the Study
There may be many reasons for the appearance of the
Socialist Hall in Oldham, ·s outh Dakota.

Certainly a

pri~

· mary factor for its construction was the controversial
Socialist party that formed a local branch in the Oldham
area in 1912.

It may be of interest to note that the town

of Oldham had an opera house operating prior to the Social; st Ha 11 and after the new ha 11 was construct_ed, both
-

continued to. provide the community with a wide variety of
entertainment and community activities.

Unfortunately, the

lack of information and the limited time and space does not
allow the first opera house to be inclu ded in this study.
It should also be - pointed out that the size of the community, its geographic location, and its accessability to a
major railway were also important factors relating to the
need to maintain the Socialist Hall in Oldham, South Dakota.
The hall is currently located on the grounds of
Prairie Village, South Dakota and provides South Dakota
State University's Summer Repertory Theatre a place to
perform summer plays.

As a previous member of this com-

pany with a personal inter est in local history, the writer

2

felt motivated to undertake a detailed investigation of
the history of the Oldham, South Dakota

S~cialist

Hall.

Statement of the Problem
The Socialist Hall provided the citizens of Oldham
and the surrounding rural areas a means whereby the newly
formed Socialist party could hold its bi-weekly meetings.

-·

-

However, the Hall also provided Oldham and the surrounding
towns with other vital functions, such as professional
touring companies, lectures on a variety of current topics,
and a number of different community and social activities.
All of these different activities played an important role
in the history of the Oldham area.
since been

m~ved

st~dy

Soci~list

Hall has

to another location, but its importance

remains a part of the
of this

The

develo~ment

of the area.

Tne purpose

is to provide a historical survey of the
-

theatrical, rhetorical, and community activities that took
place in the Oldham Socialist Hall.

The range of the

study extends from its beginning until its removal from
Oldham in 1970.
To develop this history, answers to the following
questions were sought:

(1) What factors were responsible

for the construction of the Socialist Hall in Oldham,
South Dakot??
party play?

(a) _What role did the local Socialist
(b) _What other factors may have been influ-

ential to the construction of the Hall?

(2) How was the

3

physical design of the building related to the Hall's
adaptability to various activities?
rior constructed?

(a) ._How ·was the

e~te

(b) .What were the physical properties

of the interior that helped it to be utilized as a multipurpose Hal)?
.

(c) .How was the Socialist Hall

manage~?

.

(3) .What professional dramatic touring companies performed
.in the Hall?

(4) .What pr9fessional variety touring com-

panies performed at the Hal)?

(5) How was the Socialist

Hall used to support amateur drama in the community? (6)
What major rhetorical activities took place in the Hall?
. .

.

(a) .What professional lecture agencies were active in the
Hall?

(b) .How did the community utilize the Socialist Hall

for political and community

meeting~?

(7) What other

community functions were held in the Socialist Hal)?

-

How well received were the aforementioned activities?

(8)
(9)

What led to the demise of the Socialist Hall?
Justification of the Study
A· brief study of available material indica t es that
a considerable amount of theatrical, rhetorical, and
community activities took place in the Socialist Hall.
From the preliminary study, it appears that the Socialist
Hall served the Oldham area as a meeting place for political, social, entertaining, and educational functions.
Although the Hall is no longer located in Oldham, it

4

continues to serve as an important facility to the advancement of theatre i n eastern South Dakota.
It is hop ed that this

~tudy

will inspire oth e rs to

research similar are as so that a more complete understanding of the func tiona l importance of the local opera houses
and community hal l s can be provided.

A study of this

nature may also prov i de a better understanding of theatre
and rhetorical activities in rural America.
-

Since no pr e vious study has beeri conducted on the
Socialist -- Hall, the informa ti on in this study may also

-

provide a more complete history of the Oldham area.
Finally, it is hoped tha t this study will help to satisfy
the inquiries and interests of t hose who, like the author,
..
wish they could have experienced fi rsthand the fascinating
.

-

activities that passed through the doors of the Socialist
Hall into the disappearing pages of history.
-

Methods of Investigation
In order to find the answers to the previo us questions, the following methods of investigation were tak en:
A.

The following publications were examined to

determine if any previous studies had been made regarding
the Oldham Socialist Hall:
Auer, J. Jeffery. 11 Doctoral Dissertations in
Speech: Works in Progress." Speech Monographs
annual issues, 1956-1969.

5

Bibliographic Annual in Speech Communication,
Volumes I-VI. Speech Communication Association .
-

Com pre h en s i ve Di s s e r t at i o n I n d ex ·: Com mun i c at i on
and the Arts, 1861-1972, supplements 1973, 1974 ,
Part 2. Ann Arbor, Michigan: University Microfilms.
Dissertation Abstracts International, Part A.
Ann Arbor, Michigan: University Microfilms, 19561979.
Dissertations Accepted by American Universities,
annual issues, 1935-1955. New York: H. W. Wilson
Company.
Dow, Clyde W. "Abstracts of Theses in the Field
of Speech." Speech Monographs, annual issues, 19561969.
Litto, Fredric M. American Dissertations on _Drama
and the Theatre--A Bibl1ography. Kent State University, 1969.
Masters Abstracts: Abstracts of Selected Masters
Theses .on M1crofilm, Volumes I-XIV. Ann Ar bor:
M1ch1gan: Un1vers1ty Microfilms, 1962-1976.
A survey of the above literature produced no duplicate studies.

However, several studies relating to theatre

and rhetoric in eastern South Dakota do exist.

Those

studies are:
Christensen, W. Cory. "An Early History of the Lake
Madison Chautauqua." Unpublished Master•s Thes is,
Department of Speech, University of South Dako ta, 1956.
Further examination of this study revealed that it dealt
only with the Chautauqua program as it existed at Lake
Madison, South Dakota and made no mention of the Chautauqua prngram in the Oldham Socialist Hall.
-

Myers, Russel M.
The Speech Activities in the
South Dakota Chautauqu as... Unpub 1 i shed Master •. s
11

6

Thesis, Department of Speech, University of South
Dakota, 1963.
After further investigation it was noted that this thesis
offered an overview of the various larger Chautauqua programs in the state of South Dakota, but no mention was
made of the smaller Chautauquas held in Oldham, South
Dakota.
Perrin, Gerry A. "A History of the Theatrical
and Community Activities in the Early Dell Rapids,
South Dakota Opera House ... Unpublished Master's
Thesis, Department of Speech, South Dakota State
University, 1969.
-

.

After reviewing Perrin's study, it was discovered that it
was limited to the theatrical and community activities
in the Dell Rapids, South Dakota Opera House . . This
part~cular

study did not mention the activities that

occurred in the Oldham

Social~st

Hall.

Sch.liessmann, Michael R. "The Big Stone Lake
Chautauqua and Summer School Institute... Unpublished
Master's Thesis, Department of Speech, South Dakota
State University, 1974.
·
· Examination of Schliessmann's study revealed that this
study was also limited to the geographic boundaries of
the Big Stone Lake, South Dakota area.
Switzer, Theordore R. "A History of Theatre and
Theatrical Activities in Brookings, South Dakota,
from 1879 to 1898.
Unpublished Master•s Thesis,
South Dakota State University, 1963.
11

Swit2er•s study was an investigation of theatrical activities that occurred in the Bro9kjngs, South Dakota area
from 1879 to 1898.

The proposed study will include the

7

Oldham Socialist Hall only and will investigate the
activities that took place from 1913 to 1970.
B.
ing sources:

Material for this study came from the follow(1) _Oldham Register {Oldham, South Dakota),

hereafter referred to as the Register; (2) Madison
Sentinel (Madison, South

Dakota)~

hereafter referred to

as the Sentinel; {3) _Madison Daily Leader {Madison, South
Da ko t a ) ,_ h ere after referred t o · as t h e Le ad e r ; ( 4 ) L a k e
Preston Times (Lake Preston, South Dakota), hereafter
referred to · as the Times; {5) ~ personal interviews with
area residents with -knowledge of the Oldham Socialist
Hall; (6) _extant printed materials, programs, handbills,
and posters that will supplement the
C.
w·a s used to :

newspape~

articles.

Information gathered from the above sources
( 1 ) .Deter mi n e the soc i o- pol i t i c a 1 back gr v u nd

leading to the construction of the Socialist Hall in
Oldham, South Dakota.

-

(2) _Develop a detailed description

of the physical design and the interior properties of the
building.

(3) _Reconstruct a chronological descripti on of
touring professional dramatic and variety companies. ( 4)
Determine the extent to which the Socialist Hall was
used to support amateur theatre in the area.

(5) -Examine

the use of the Hall for rhetorical purposes. (6) Describe
the community activities that occurred in the Socialist

8

Hall.

(7) .Determine the factors responsible for the

demise of the Oldham Socialist Hall.
D.

The findings were summarized and conclusions

were drawn relating to the nine major questions asked on
pages two and three.
E.

Appendices containing calendars of events are

included at the end of this study.
Organization
The remaining portion of this study is organized
into the following chapters:
II •
III •

IV.
v~

VI.
VII.
VIII.

The Early History of Oldham, South Dakota.
The Oldham Socialist Hall.
Professional Touring Dramatic and Variety
'Companies.
Amateur Drama.
Public Address, Lyceum, and Chautauqua.
Community Activities.
Summary and Conclusions.

CHAPTER II
THE EARL Y HISTORY OF OLDHAM, SOUTH DAKOTA

-

Whenever a study of this nature attempts to isolate
a particular occurrence in history, it is necessary to
-

preface that event with an investigation of the historical
background of the community.

Without providing this

preliminary information, t here is a danger of distorting
the complete historical picture.

In his essay, "Tasks in

Recreation," Philip D. Jordan writes:
So large is the area of recreation that one
can only begin to suggest specific topics, and
always it must be remembered that each topic is
part of a total social contex t. This is mentioned
because sometimes the cultural historian is so
preoccupie1 with description that he ignores lnterpretation.
Therefore, it is the purpose of this chapter to
pro vi de a genera 1 . hi story of the 0 1 d ham are a in order to
-

provide a more complete understanding of the specific
history of its Socialist Hall.

Because of limited ti me

and space of the investigation, this chapter is not
intended to be a complete history of the Oldham community.
It will, however, prepare the background for the events
leading to the construction of the Socialist Hall in
Oldham, South Dakota.
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The Great Dakota Land Boom
Prior to the development of the railroad in e astern

-

Dakota Territory, t here was a slow, survival-type of development.

11

Agricultu r al settlements prior to 1878, 11 accord-

ing to South Dakota historian Herbert S. · Schell,

11

were

generally confined to the region south and east of a line
running from the western

p~rt

of Hutchinson County to the

Minnesota border east of Brookings. 112

The constant threat

-

of Indians, severe drought, lack of fuel and timber, and
suitable communication with supply regions to the east
-

made Dakota Territory unattractive to settlers.

In 1869,

Congressman James Ashley proposed that Dakota be given
back to the Indians.

11

Dakota is worthless for agriculture

and must, for a century, at least, remain Indian territory," states Ashley. 3
. Despite Congressman Ashley's misgivings, settlers
continued to trickle into Dakota Territory until 1873.
This year was the beginning of an economic crisis which
substantially halted any further migration into the ar ea
because it was too costly for settlers to move westwar d .

By 1874, harsh Dakota winters and constant Indian scares
began depleting the population of the Territory.

In the

same year, grasshoppers returned in force and nearly
-

destroyed everything in their path.

Crop losses were
-

heavy in many areas, and des pit e government relief

11

measures, many farmers left the area never to return~ 4
Poor weather conditions continued to plague settlers for
-

the next several years.

.

However, in 1878 weather and soil conditions

improved and a bright new optimism overtook the settlers
of Dakota.

This year also marked the introduction of the

railroad into eastern Dakota Territory and the outbreak
of

11

Dakota Fever."

Robert F. Karolevitz describes this

fever and the role of the railroad in the development of

the area when he writes :
.

-

The railroads, of course, provided the driving
.force for the regenerated . boom~ and thousands of
land-seekers heeded the call to the promising
Dakota prairies. Small towns sprang up along the
rights-of-way, located by the railway companies
every seven to ten miles, an appropriate distance
to permit as many farmers as possible to have a
marketplace which they could reach by horse and
wagon and still get back home the ·same day. Homesteads were staked first along the tracks, around
the villages and along streams, but the demand was
so great that margingl land was claimed almost as
quickly as the _good.
.
William Hare, in Frank Peterson's Historical Atlas of
South Dakota, describes the boom in yet another way,
writing:
Language cannot describe the rapidity with
which these communities are built up. You may
stand ankle deep in the short grass -of the uninhabited . wilderness; next month a mixed train ~ill
glide .over the waste and stop at some point where
the railroad has decided to locate a town. Men,
women and children will jump out of the cars, and
their chattels will be tu mb led .after them. From
that moment the building beg ins.6

12

By 1878 Kingsbury County was well on ·its way to
being overtaken by eag er settlers from the East.

The

following year saw a marked increase in settlements, the
principal point s bein g Lakes Preston, Whitewood, Badger,
Henry, and Spri ng. 7 As the railroad moved westward across
the country in the years of 1879 and 1880, the region

-

-

served by the Dakota Central division of the Chicago and
Northwestern Railroa d, between the James and Big Sioux
Rivers, was rapidly populated by settlers.

They spread

-

out from several newly platted towns along the way, including Nordland (now Arlington), Lake Preston, DeSmet and
Iroquois. 8
The railroad companies continued to move westward
-

hoping to cross the Missouri and eventually connect with
the mining towns in the Black Hills of Dakota.

Not until

the central and northern portions of the Territory were
generally occupied were there any through rail connections
with the southeastern section. 9 This shift in emphasis
from the construction of main lines to the establis hm ent
of north-south nfeeder lines" predominated until the e nd
of the land boom in 1887. 10 One such feeder line was
constructed at the end of the land boom to connect Bristol
with M~dison. 11 It was along this line that the town of
Oldh~m w~s platted in 1887. 12

13

-

Giving the Town a Name
.Prior to the appearance of the railroad, the town
of Oldham was first known as Huffman.

A post office was

..

established in the northeast quarter of section 26, Town
109 N~, Range 54 W., in the Springlake Townshi~ 13 on

No~ember 20, 1882, with Henry Huffman as postmaster. 14
When the railroad

~arne

through, a new site was

-

tentatively selected on the Matt Carrott farm, located
four miles south of Oldham's present location. 15 However, this site was unsatisfactory and the town was moved
to its current location in section 22, Town 109 N.,
R~nge 54 W~, in the same Springlake Township. 16 The railroad bought this land from Will Becker, 17 one of six
Becker brothers who came from Iowa in 1880 and homesteaded
in the are.a. 18
When the town was platted, on March 21, 1887,
Chicago,

Milwaukee~

and St. Paul Railroad officials

named the town to honor Oldham Carrot, a pioneer farmer,

-

who had given the railroad company the right of way
through his Lake County farm. 19 MrG Carrott was born in
Lincoln Shire, England~ 20

His mother's maiden name was
Oldham, an English word meaning 11 0ld home ... 21 The -Topic,
Oldham's first newspaper, printed on July 1, 1887,
provided the following account of how Oldham received its
name:

14

The tow n is named after Mr. Oldham Carrott,
a prosperou s fa rmer who lives three miles south
of here • . · Railr oad officials stopped .with Mr ..
Carrott at diffe rent times during the construction of the road and were so hospitably entertained that they testified their appreciation of
his kindnes s by naming the town, which was to be
his future marke t, after Mr. Carrott. The latter
gentleman, therefo re, takes just pride in w~tch
ing the gro wth of the town that will perpetuate
his name.22
A second version is offered for the origin of
Oldham's name.

This explanation states that the town

is named directly for Oldham , England, the former home
of Pat Snyder, owner of land on which the new townsite was
located. 23 However, the fact that some of the streets are
named for members of the Carrott family (Epton, Martha,
and Li 11 i e Avenues · and

~~

i 11 i am Street ) , wo u 1d seem to

support the first deri~ation. 24
It may be interesting to note that follow i ng a
bumper crop of potatoes in 1896, many wished to change the
-

town•s name to Spudville.

However, after a vote was taken,
the proposal was defeated. 25
Early Growth
With the establishment of a new town, the need for

-

active promotion was necessary.

Kenneth Hammer, in an

·unpublished thesis, "Dakota Railroads," explains that
railroads were undoubtedly the most aggressive in the
promotion of Dakota ... 26 He further states:

11

the

17

Map of Oldham, South Dakota.
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They printed pamphlets for free distribution and
published ne ws paper and magazine advertisements
describing the country and its advantages. The ·
advertising was directed not o~}Y at farmers but
other econo mic groups as well.
Oldham was not left out of this promotional practice.

A_handbil l pri nted by the Chicago, Milwaukee, and

St. Paul Railroad Com pany describes the new town of Oldham
fn the following man ne r:
The peculiar geographical location of Oldham,
especially with r eference to the surrounding
country to the nort h thereof, is such that , it
will ever comman d t he trade of that section of
the country.
The town of Oldham is scarcely two months
old, yet it already has several stores, a Post
Office, restauran t , etc., with a number of buildings being erected and to be erected, and ample
room and opportunity for any and all who may
desire to locate th e rein.
Kingsbury County has for years been favorably known as one of the best favored counties
in Southern Dakota, and Oldham offers inducements for safe investments not excelle~ by any
town in that section of the territory. 8
Scarcely a few months old and Oldham was already
attracting new settlers and businesses.

-

Advertisements in

the first issue of the Topic indicated the swiftnes s of
Oldham•s building boom.

The following businesses adv er -

tised in the July 1, 1887 edition of the Topic, three
months after the town was platted:
-

.

.

-

W. S~ Shaw, livery and feed;
Nick Loesch, grocery store;
L. 0. Hart, wagon maker;
M. A. Lee, livery stable;
J. D. Williams, restaura nt;
B. F. Cords, Farm Loan and Insurance;
C. B. Jensen, blacksm i t h and repair shop;

19

Bowen's Furniture Store (also coffins and undertaker's
.supplies);
A. Anderson," b 1 ack smith; and
.
_
Patrick Keenehan, the Oldham House, 11 The only exclusive
Hotel property in town."29
Others who were also in business at the time were
Albert Koehn, wheat buyer; Fred Wehlueter, Colman Lumber;
A. K. Houk, grain buyer; and Peter Christensen, hardware
and implement store. 30
The growth of Oldham continued with the influx
of settlers from the East. Eleven years later Oldham's
newly established paper, the Oldham Register, printed the
following account:
Some of the papers in the East state that a
good many people have gone or are going to South
Dakota this season. Prairie schooners have been
going through this section quite frequently for
several weeks past. Some of them still have
painted on their wagons the ·old motto, "South ·
Dakota or bust." From the appearance of these
travelers the busti.ng had already taken place
before this state was reached, and they were
coming here to repair their fortune.31
11

11

Important to the early settlers of Oldham was the
establishment of its churchese

Lutheran and Baptist

congregations were already organized by 1882.

The Bapt i sts

were the first to build a church in the new town in 1887.
They Shared their church with the Methodists until the
Methodists built in 1893o

The first church built by the
Catholic congregation was in 1903. 32
As stated earlier, Huffman -was established as a
post office in 1882 before Oldham was officially platted.
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Newcomers to the area also obtained their mail by making ..
a trip to Madison, - the nearest town to the settlers~ 33
Later Dr. Tole, who lived south of Oldham before it was a
town, opened a post office in his home and made it more
con~enient for area homesteaders. 34 The first official
post office located in town was opened in the front part
of Al Koehne's store with L. D. Shaw as Oldham's first
postmaster. 35 Later, when J. R. Packard became postmaster, the office was mo~ed to Packard's Drug Store. 36
Oldham's first newspaper, the Topic, began printing three months after the town was placed on the map. 37
No one seems to know just how long the Topic remained in
print.

It is known that R. L. Jackson began printing the

Oldham Register in 1898, the same · year he mo~ed to Oldham. 38
The Register was a weekly newspaper until it went out of
print on April 11, 1946. 39
The first telephones were installed in 1905.
Holz and her brother, Oscar, were the first telephone
operators in the area. 40 Two years later, lines were

Tes~ie

-

stretched east and west from town, serving both town and
rural citizens. · It was this same year, 1907, that the
Oldham Rural Telephone Company was organized. 41
A jail was constructed in the year 1·899 on Lot 3,
-

Block 11, and was later moved to Main Street. There it was
used as a jail and engine house. 42 A year later, in 1901,
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Oldham's fire department was officially organized and a
new chemical fire engine was purchased. 43 .
Electric ity was brought to Oldham in 1910.

The

new electric light plant was installed and C. A. Castle
was named the first plant operator. 44
In the town's early years, the Chicago, Milwaukee
and St. Paul Railroad Company was Oldham's main artery to
outlying areas.

The automobile appeared in Oldham shortly

after the turn of the century.

It is reported that Barney
Cord was the owner of the town's first automobile, 45 and
in 1905, Dr. J. F. Garrison purchased the second.

Two

more automobiles were purchased in 1907 and by 1908, Oldham
had se~en. 46

From that point on, regular shipments of new

automobiles arrived on the train to be purchased by Oldham
residents, and it was not long before notices appeared in
the Register appealing to motorists to limit their
automobiles to twelve miles per hour while driving on the
town's streets. 47
More and more businesses began to appear and the
Bank of Oldham was organized in the early 1890's to serve
the needs of the growing community.
changed to the Dakota State Bank. 48

In 1906 the name was
A second bank, the

First State Bank, began advertising in the Register on
·June 30, 1905. 49
A roller mill was constructed in 1905 and a year
.later it was sold and transformed into ·a grain elevator.
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This change gave the town of Oldham a total of six grain
elevators until the fire of 1911 burned them all to th e
ground with the exception of the old roller mill~ 50
Oldham also had its share of receational activ-

ities.

Baseball teams, bowling teams, and a tennis club

were organized by 1906. Boys• and girls' basketball
.
te·ams were active in the s~mmer months. Roller skating
was available in the first opera house.

This first opera

house, located upstairs of several businesses on the north
si.de of Main· Street, also offered various forms of theat.

rical, variety, and social entertainment for the community
until i t was destroyed by fire in 1917. 51
As Oldham began to grow, new land was annexed to
be included in the town's limits.

An area known as Case ' s

first addition, west of Epton · Avenue and in the Whitew0od
Township, was annexed in 1903.

A year later, the area

south of Clarence Street petitioned for annexation and
became a part of Oldham in 1904. 52
The census figures of 1900 reported the popul ati on
of Oldham to be 222.

In 1905, this figure had increased

to 393, but there was a - slight drop in population in the
year 1910 when the census figures showed a population of
355.

.

However, the population of Oldham continued to

grow steadily until it reached its peak of 419 in 1950 .
•
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From that point on the population of Oldham began its

decline~ 53
R. L. Jackson, editor of the Register, echoes the
feelings of the majority of Oldham residents in the following article printed on April 5, 1912:
. In beginning another year's work in Oldham we
naturally look back to what the town and country
was when we came here. Land values have doubled.
Dozens of farm buildjngs have been put up and
many new settlers have come in and put up comfortable homes. The town presents a very different
appearance now from what it did wh~n we came.
North of Main Street there were five_or six houses.
Since then about thirty dwellings have been put up
in that part of town, as well as many buildings in
the south part of towno About twenty new lines of
businesses have gone in on Mairi Street, requiring
nearly as many new buildings. Oldham has grown
steadily year by year and has oat gone ahead of
.country as some other towns have. The present year
will see ·many_improvements and Oldham will always
be a good, live town.54
In summary, it can be · said that Oldham was bui
by people interested in starting a new life.

~t

Farmers and

businessmen alike were determined to keep their new town
on the map.

Despite four major fires, after which the towri

always rebuilt, blizzards, and economic hardships, the
town of Oldham continued to build and grow.

Even after

the population decline that began in 1930, it was the
general feeling of those who remained that Oldham will
indeed 11 ~ lw~ys be a good, 1 i ~e town ... 55
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CHAPTER III
THE OLDHAM SOCIALIST HALL
The purpose of this chapter is to describe the
Oldham Socialist Hall in terms of physical attributes that
may· have affected its adap~ability to the various functions
that found their way into the Oldham community.

A dis-

cus.sion of the construction, ownership, and management of
the Hall will also be included in this chapter .. More
specifically, an attempt will be made to answer the following questions:
of the Hall?

(1) .What factors led to the construction
(2") .How were the exterior and interior of

the Hall constructed?
uti 1 i zed in the Ha 11?

{3) What types of scenery were
( 4) What sort of improvements a: .d

changes were made throughout the history of the

buildin~?

-

(5) .Who were the vari·-ous owners of the Hall; and (6) How
was ·the Hall

manage~?

In addition to answering the above questions, th i s
chapter will include past and present photographs of the
.

.

. Socialist Hall.

A scaled floor plan of the building as

it now exists on the grounds of Prairie Village, Madison,

South Dakota will also be included in this chapter.

28

David Wietzman, in his book, Underfoot, explains
-

the importance of such a descriptive analysis when he
writes:
Houses and buildings are indeed very personal
things, not at all inanimate hulks we sometimes
think .them to be. They reflect in their design
and materials the builder•s craftsmanship and style
as surely as does an old rocking chair or pewter
candlestick. They reflect also an era of style,
the work once done in the building, even something
of the aspirations, the dreams, .the flights of
fancy of those who build them--all in a way very
different from life today, yet not so difficult for
us to understand .
·
Before any discussion of the Socialist Hall takes
place, it should be remembered that Oldham did have an
active opera house in operation on Main Street.

This

opera house already provided the people of Oldham with a
place for public entertainments and gatherings.

-

Community

-

activities were also held in Oldham's several churches and
the Town Hal1. 2 The population of Oldham just prior to
the construction of the Socialist Hall was barely 350. 3
It would appear that Oldham had an adequate number of
facilities to meet public demands for a community gathering
place.

At first glance, one more public hall would seem

unnecessary.
Planning and Construction
The group directly responsible for the planning
and construction of Oldham's second opera house was the
newly organized Socialist party.

Before they were

29

officially organized, the area Socialists would travel to
nearby Lake Henry where regular Socialist encampments
were held during the s~mmer months ~ 4

The first report of

Oldham residents attending the Lake Henry meetings appeared
in the Oldham Register on July 26, 1912.

The article

reports that .. a number from town" had attended the gathering~S -

Less than a month later, it was reported that£ •
..

Frank Henry, Socialist candidate for Governor, was on the
street addressing the people of Oldham.

The article

further relates that "a local branc_h of the party, with a
membership of six _or seven, was recently organized." 6
The newly formed local organization continued to
attend the Lake Henry meetings and listened to various
speakers.

-

The Register provided the following advance

notice for one such speaker at Lake Henry:
When Carl D. Thompson, who lectures at Lake
· Henry Picnic Grounds August 31 and September 1,
was on one of the best known lyceum circuits in
this country, he was singled by many of the
profession as a mark for stock argument. That he
held his own and often times silenced the best of
them was admitted by one of them when he said,
"Ask a Republican or Democrat why he belongs to
and supports one or the other of those political
parties and he can tell you in five minutes.
But ask Carl D. Thompson why he is a Socialist
and you can prepare for .an afternoon' s ··entertainmen t • !' So p r e p are f o r an aft e r no o n ' s e n t e r t a i n ment by this popular and noted orato7 as he will
be with us on the above named dates.

30

By the middle of Septemb er, the Socialists had
increased their official party number to twel~e~ 8

They

were also making plans to organiz e a series of speakers
to inform the pub lic about the philosophies of socialism.
These tentative plans were announc ed in a Register article:
.

-

It .has been arranged to have five speakers of
national reputatio n give addresses at this place
sometime during the winter. The lectures are
_ called an educatio nal course, the purpose ~eiog
to inform the public as to what socialism 1s.Y
The Socialist party certainly did not represent
the majority of the political opinion in the Oldham area.
An earlier account of the June

pri~ary

of 1912 indicated

..

that of the 125 votes cast in the Oldham precinct, 114
were for the Republican party, 16 were cast in favor of
the Democrats, and only five were cast in the name of the
Socialist partyo lO
..

However, Erland Johnson, a native of Sweden and
an ~~~~id promoter of new · acti~ities," 11 was elected party
leader of the small but energetic group. 12

Johnson was

the first to promote the idea of constructin g a new hall
in Oldham in order to conduct their meetings.

There are

two possible reasons for the Socialists deciding to construct a building of their own.

One reason is that it is

possible that the Socialist s were not allowed to use the
existing opera house on Main Street~ 13

The other reason,

and probably the most accepted one by area residents now
living in the area, is that a large building the size of

31

the proposed Socialist Hall would be used as a symbol to
promote the cause of the Socialist movement. Whatever the
-

reason, serious steps were being t aken to give Oldham its
second opera house and community meeting place.
The final decision to construct a new hall in
Oldham was made at a Socialist meeting held in the Baptist
Church on Octo~er 26, 1912~ 14

A formal notice for bids

was printed in the Register and made known the requests
for the new building:
Bids will be received for the construction of
an opera house in Oldham, South Dakota. The size
of the building will be 50 x 120 feet, and said
building is to be erected according to plans and
specifications which can be seen after November
8, 1912. Bids should be for the building on top
of the foundation. The building
to be framed
with steel siding inside and out.

15

The notice concluded with the names of Erlan·d P. Johnson,
C. A. Castle, and W. H. Hoan as committee members who
would be receiving the bids for the construction of the
Hall.

In the same issue, the Register carried the follow-

ing article concerning Oldham's second opera house.
-

Oldham is to have a second opera house. A
number of Socialists met last Saturday evening and
decided to organize a stock company and . begin at
once. Enough stock was subscribed to put up the
building and it is planned to have the structure
finished by . January 1. The plans call for a building 50 x 120 feet and there is to be a large .stage
and other features, so we . are informed, to make it
a first class opera house. The building will be
located on lots east of the school building.
Material is now being handled for the foundation
and it is planned to lay the cornerstone on Sunday. 16
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The lots mentioned in the above article were owned
by Erland Johnson and located at the intersection of

Arthur Street and Martha A~en~e~ 17

Johnson purchased

lots 13, 14, 15, and 16, located on the southwest corner
of block 8, from Howard Stonefield in 1903. 18

The building

was constructed on this property with the front entrance
to the building facing west.

-

The Oldham Improvement Company was the name given
to ·the stock company organized to promote the financing
of the new hall.

-

"Shares were sold for twenty-five

dollars," according to Emil Loriks, Oldham resident,

11

and

..

Socialists and non-Socialists alike were approached to
-

buy shares in the name of the Oldham Improvement Comp~ny."l9

To promote their cause·, members of the Oldham

-

Improvement Company placed a lengthy article in the
Register explaining the need for all Oldham residents
.

-

to take an active interest in the promotion of their town.
The final portion of this article contains the strongest
appeal for the townspeople to unite together so that
Oldham may continue to grow and prosper:
.
Every town has a certain progressive element
which hopes .for a turn of the tide. When it will
go forward and occupy a position of importance
along with other numerous advantages which goes
to make a good town in every sense of the word.
But this stage cannot be accomplished by mere
wishes and suggestions. It can only come from

33

harmony in purpose and action and eternal vigilance of its citizens . .The town _with these things
will continue to grow and improve, but the town
without .them can be expected to remain in a ~tate
of lethargy indefinitely without according its
residents anything but mere existence.
Fellow citizens, now is _your opportunity to
boost. Take_some real active interest in the
~~~~~~ Improvement Company, hereby, boosting your

0

A week later the editor of the Register supported
the Oldham Improvement Com~any with the following comment:
We believe with a reasonable amount of encouragement the
members can do much toward the impro~ement of our town.u 21
11

-

It should be noted that although the Oldham Improvement
Company proposed to work for the improvement of Oldham in
general, after the construction of the Socialist Hall,
no other construction projects or promotional appeals by
the company were reported in the pages of the Register.
When the cornerstone of the Socialist Hall was
laid on Sunday, November 3, 1912, it was reported that
N. G. Upsahl of Sioux Falls, state secretary of the
.

.

Socialist party, as well as a number of Socialists from
lake Preston were present.

The article continued with

the following account of the construction progress:
.

-

-

The excavations for the foundation have been
made and.the frames for the concrete work are
in place. The concrete work will b~ finished
within a few days and work .on the building
proper will begin as soon as the contract is let
to the sucessful bidder. When completed it is
claimed Oldham will have an opera house equal to
any in this part of the state.22

34

.
Several life-long residents of Oldham remember that a time
capsule was placed i n the cornerstone of the Hall during

· this ceremony.

However, nothing was found when the build-

.

ing was moved in 1970 and the foundation was broken up in
various places~ 23
A "patent mixer from Marquardt's," a business in
Madison, South Dakota, arrjved in Oldham to construct the
foundation.

-

On November 22, 1912, it was reported in the

Register that "The foundation for t he new opera house is
i n. an d a 1 1 i s r e ad y for t he c a r pen t r y wo r k • " 2 4 An o t h e r
article in the same issue of the Register reports that
furnishings for the new hall were purchased at a cost of

$2,460~ 25

However, the article did not elaborate about

those furnishings.
A St. Paul, Minnesota . firm secured the

jo~

of

-

putting up the Socialist Hall and arrived in Oldham with
~ crew of twelve men on December 16, 1912. 26 The Register
· reported that work on the building was scheduled to be
completed in February,

11

SO

it will be necessary for the

weather to be favorable most of the time during the next
two months~" 27
On January 10, 1913, the Register reported that
Oldham's "$12,600 opera ho~se is nearing completion." 28
The article further explains that the building had been
enclosed and was ready for the steel siding.

The paper

35

concludes by claiming that the building "makes a fine
appearance and will be a great improvement for the

town~ 1129
Because of a delay in the arrival of materials,
half of the twelve-man construction crew was laid off on

Fe~r~~ry 5~ 30

On March 3, a man by the name of Carlson

fell from a ladder while W?rking _on the new hall and broke
his leg and 11 loosened a few -teeth ... 31 As was earlier
hoped for, the weather did not always cooperate and
frequent delays in the completion of the new building were
reported in the newspaper.

Despite these delays, the

Socialist Hall neared completion and a notice was printed
in the Register announcing that the opening dance in the
new opera house would be held on March 27, 1913. 32 At
last, Oldham was to have its second opera house.
It should be noted here that the name of the
Socialist Hall varied thrQughout its history.

First

· accounts of the new building appearing in the Register
referred to it as the

11

N~w

Opera House 11 and soon after

the first opera house was destroyed by fire in 1917, the
word
the

11

11

new 11 was dropped and it was simply referred to as

0pera House."

-

On several occasions, mainly in

articles directly related to activities sponsored by the
.

.

.

Socialist party, the building was referred to as the
11 Socialist

Hall."

The name

11

Socialist Hall" was printed

36

-

·in large block letters just above the main entry doors at
the front of the building, but shortly after the SGcialists
,.

sold the building, several men took shovels and pried the
11

-ist" from the word "Socialist .. and the name of the

building was shortened to the less threatening "Social

H~ll~n 33

Traces of the missing letters could still be

seen above the front doors until a new coat of paint was
applied to the front of the building in 1975.
Later newspaper accounts also refer to the building as the
and the

11

11

Auditorium,"

11

Legion Hall,

School Auditorium ...

11

"Hyde's Auditorium, ..

According to Clifford Gerald,

an Oldham resident, local people usually called i t simply
the 11 Soci~l Hall 11 or "Auditorium." 34 An article on the
Socialist Hall appearing in the March, 1970 issue of the
Sioux Valley Electric Magazine indicated that the building
was also known to area residents as the "Opry House ... 35
-

Whatever toe new puilding was called, it was
obvious that the people of Oldham were proud of their new
hall.

Residents from Oldham and the surrounding area

were eager to patronize "one of the finest opera houses
in the area~n 36
Exterior
..

As has previously been stated, the Socialist Hall
was constructed at the corner of Arthur Street and Martha

37
..
Avenue with the front of the building facing west.

It

was also mentioned earlier that the new hall measured
fifty feet in width and one hundred-twenty feet in length.
The east end of the structure, where the stage was located,
-

loomed three stories above the ground, allowing for the
rigging and flying of st~ge scenery. 37 The rest of the
building was a two-story structure, allowing for the
construction of a gallery-type balcony on the inside.
The entire structure stood on a concrete foundation and
was completely covered with a metal siding over a wood
frame.
Four main entry doors were located at the front of
the building as well as a door at the center of the north
and south sides.

The back of the Socialist Hall had a

loading dock constructed at

a~out

stage level with double

doors to facilitate the loading and unloading of stage
scenery and properties.

Stnce the railroad

~as

only one

block east of the rear of the building, this loading dock
..

was certainly a convenience to the professional touring
companies arriving by rail to perform in Oldham. A
.

second door at ground level was also located at the south
end of the back of the hall.
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-

Figure 5. · Tr.aces of· the "fst" removed after· the
.

. ...

Sociali~ts

in 1913.
Colman~

Figure 6.

.

gave up ownership of the Hall
(Courtesy of

Siou~

Valley Electric,

South Dakota.)

Rear view of the Socialist Hall prior to the
.. .

removal of the scenery loft.
Oldham Historical Society.)

(Courtesy of
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Figure 7.

East side exterior . of the Socialist Hall
located on the grounds .of Prairie Village near
Madison, South

Da~~ta,
.

Michael Moore, Sioux

Figure 8.

1979.

(Courtesy of

.

.

Falls~

South Dakota.)

West side exterior of the Socialist Hall,
1979.

{Courtesy of Michael Moore.)
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Interior
Unfortunately, the original stage area and fly
space of the Socialist Hall were removed and no longer
exist for historical documentation .

However, the remain-

der of the building is nearly the same as it was when
first constructed in 1913 .
It is known that the stage was raised about three
feet abo~e the main floor and that it was not raked. 38
Dress-ing rooms were located on both sides of the stage,
as were rooms on the second floor directly above the
dressing rooms.

It is thought that these rooms were used

for storing the various props, costumes, and other
articles carried by the various traveling companies.

The

fly space above the stage allowed for the flying of
painted scenery and other spe'cial effectse 39
Various accounts were given regarding the seating
capacity of the Socialist Hall .

The largest report stated

that the Socialist Hall was constructed with a seating
capacity of aoo. 40 Prior to the completion of the building it was reported that · 11 600 of the opera house chairs
for the new hall have been received." 41 A lecture on
temperance was reported to have "filled the opera house
to the doors" on April 14, 1913. 42 The largest actual
account ever reported was for the professional theatre
company that appeared on September 29, 1913 and reportedly

45

Figure 9.

Interior of the Socialist Hall during a
meeting .of the Farmers and Merchants Club,
1915.

(Courtesy . of Clifford Gerald.)
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"brought out the largest audience that ever attended a
play in Oldham, there being about 400 present ... 43
Straight-back wooden chairs provided the seating
in the Socialist Hall .

These chairs were attached at

the bottom to two boards in groups of si ·x, and these
sections were moved out of the main seating area whenever
the building was used as a dance .hall, roller skating rink,
basketball court, or any other activity requiring the
unobstructed use of the entire main floor. 44 As dances
and roller skating became more and more popular, and
theatre performances declined, these chairs started to
disappear, and many were sold to other public halls.
To facilitate the number of people that could be
seated during a performance, a horseshoe-shaped balcony
or gallery was constructed above the main floor.

This

balcony skirted the sides and back of the seating area.
The Socialist

Hall ~ s

11

floating floor," as it was

referred to by the local people, consisted of two floors
with an inner layer of felt between them.

Since the ha11

was constructed on low, swampy ground, the floor required
considerable repair and reinforcement. 45
When the Socialist Hall first opened, two large
stoves were used to heat the building.

One stove was

located at the back of the main seating area in the
southeast corner.

The second stove was placed in the

48

Figure 10.

Interior view of the Socialist Hall, 1979.
{Courtesy of Michael Moore.)

Figure 11.

Interior view from the stage of the
Socialist Hall, 1979.
Michael Moore.)

(Court~sy

of
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northwest corner just in front of the stage .
.

was used to fuel the two stoves.

46

Soft coal

Despite the use of

the two stoves, it is known that on one occasion a program
was cut short because the Hall was too cold. 47
An early advertisement that appeared shortly after
the Socialist Hall opened attempted to attract patrons by
boasting about the
"Ladies free.

features of the building:

follow~ng

Fine music .

Plenty of room for everybody.

Electric lighting. Well heated. Ladies rest and dressing
rooms ... 48 The above advertisement indicates that the
building was wired for electric lighting, and it is known
that the stage was rigged with electric footlights; 49
yet no other information about the specifics of the lighting arrangement is available.
The entrance to the building led into a small
lobby that was separated by another row of several doors
opening up into the main

se~ting

the lobby was a large room.

area.

At each side of

The room to the left as

people entered the building was used as a coat check and
later, when the Hall was used as a roller skating rink,
this room was used to store skates rented by skaters.
The room on the opposite side of the lobby was fitted with
kitchen utensils and was used to prepare and serve refreshments during programs at the Hal1. 50

Figure 12. · The Oldham Sociali -s t Hall prior to its
-

removal from Oldham in 1970.

(Courtesy

of Sioux Valley Electric·.)

Figure 13.

Front exterior of the Socialist Hall, 1979.
(Courtesy of Michael Moore.)
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Figure 14.

Back exterior of the S6cialist Hall, 1979.
(Courtesy of Michael Moore.)

Figure 15.

Lobby of the Socialist Hall, 1979.
(Courtesy of Michael Moore.)
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It was report ed that Charles McAllister, one of
the managers of the building in 1920, saved the Hal l from
being destroyed when it was reported that an expose d wire
had started a slow fire in the foot-light box on the stage.
The article explained that the fact that the McAl lister
family occupied rooms in the building and noticed the smoke
early probably saved the building from total destr uction
by fire. 51 None of the Oldham residents inter viewed had
any recollection of this living arrangement.
Scenery
The most impor tant feature · of the Socialist Hall
which made it one of the finest opera houses in the area
was the existence of its large stage and three-story fly
loft.

According to Clif ford Gerald, several different

painted backdrops, as well as curtains, would be rolled
. up into the fly space, out of view from t he audience, as
another backdrop or piec e of scenery was lowered into
place. 52
Many times the traveling companies would use the
scenery provided by the management of the Socialist Hall.
An early review of a traveling theatre company indicated
that the "beautiful scenery ; n the opera house was used
and added much to the rendition of the play. .. 53
Not wanting to fa 11 behind ., the sce nery in the Hall
was reported to have been repainted and cleaned at regular
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intervals.

An article in the Register informed the

patrons of the opera house that Charles McAllister,
manager of the opera house, had some new scenery constructed.

The editor of the paper went on to praise the

town of Oldham and its Hall when he wrote:

"Show people

all know Oldham for its excellent theatre, and we may
look forward to having so~e of the finest shows on the
road visit our town." 54
It was not unusual for the traveling troupes to
carry their own scenery with them .

More than once, the

advertisements appearing in the paper claimed that the
company was carrying with them their own special scenic
effects.

Probably the most unusual special effect to

appear in the Socialist Hall was presented by the John G.
Rae Company when they presented the play called The Te ·.1
Commandments.

Advance notices infoimed the public that

special scenery was being included in this production
and that a real rainstorm was to be one of the scenic
effects of the new pl~y. 55

Unfortunately, no review of

the play was printed in the Register, so it is not known
how effective the stage illusion was.
Improvements . and Changes
It was often reported that the Socialist Hall was
undergoing certain improvements, such as a new coat of
paint, being thoroughly cleaned, and, as has already been
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mention~d,

new scenery painted.

One such account of a

cleaning and change was reported in the following article
in the Regist e r:
Those who hav e had occasion to visit the
Auditorium rece ntly note with pleasure the change
which has been made in its interior. The newly
painted walls and ceiling, the change in lighting arrangem e nts , and the placing of the moving
picture machine in the upper boot h, and the addition of neat ch andeliers all serve to make this
house more and more popular with the public.56
When the Amer ican Legion Post of Oldham assumed
control of the buildin g in 1920, it was reported that they
-

would have the buildin g relighted, repaired , and thoroughly
cleaned. 57 A week lat er the Legion Post announced that
the Auditorium had been fitted with club rooms and Social
Memberships could be purchased for the price of one
dollar. 58
The most dramat ic change in the physical appearance of the building took place in Apri l , 1943.

The entire

back, including the thr ee-story fly space and stage area,
was removed.

The Regis ter gave this report of the change:

The Hyde Auditorium is ~ndergoing a change at
the hands of a wrecking crew. The large scenery
loft and stage on . the east end of the building is
being removed leaving the large auditorium in tact
as a skating and dance pavillion, and for other
large gatherings in the community.59
It is believed that another town had use for the
dismantled portion of the building and that it was sold
and salvaged to this unknown town.

By this time, dramatic
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productions were no longer held in the hall, giving way
to the more popular dances and roller skating.

Frank

Hyde, owner of the building at this time, could see no
further use for the large stage and fly space.
Ownership and Management
The owner of the Socialist Hall was not always
the manager of the building.

It was common to hire some-

one to care for and manage the Hall.

The manager would

have the responsiblity of cleaning and repairing the
building, making any improvements, booking entertainment,
and dealing with the public, selling tickets, promoting
coming attractions, and most important, making a profit
for the owner.
As was mentioned earlier, the first owners of the
building were the area Socialists.

Howe~er,

an advertise-

ment announcing the first play to be held in the Socialist
Hall indicated that the Jensen Brothers were in charge of
managing the new opera house. 60 There is no further
mention of these brothers in any future advertisements or
~rticles

printed in the Register.
Soon after the above mentioned advertisement

.appeared in the paper, the Socialists sold the Hall to a
group of men from Miller, South Dakota.

A probable reason

for the short ownership of the Hall by the Socialists is
that the new building proved to be more expensive than the
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small political group had anticipated.

In addition, it

is believed that the Socialist party was . starting to lose
its attraction and membership was starting to decline,
which led the group to sell the Socialist Hall three and
one-half months after it was first opened. 6 ~
Nevertheless, on July 19, 1913, the Socialists
sold their hall to John Htldegridle, Edwin F. Wait, and
Jack ~ilson, all of the .Miller area, for the price of
one dollar and 11 0ther valuable considerations." 62 According to the Register, those "other valuable considerations ..
included 800 acres of land located . in Hand County, South
Dakota and ·valued at $42.50 per acre. 63
These new owners were not interested in their
recent purchase as a permanent business venture, but more
likely, as a quick speculation in real estate.

They

s~t

out to sell the building immediately after taking possession of it.

Evidently, -they did not attract many

interested buyers at the _price they were asking as the
following article indicates:
The new owners of Oldham's new opera house
intimate that unless they can sell the property
at a price near what the building was offered for
by the former owner, that the building will be
torn down and removed to . some other town. The
building is a fine improvement, in fact, but a
few towns in the state have better purposes for
which it was erected. Of course it could be
taken down and moved, but it would be at quite
an expense and when the structure was again put
up it would practically be an old one.64

62

The group was able to sell the building to Thomas
E. McAllister of Madison, South Dakota for the price of
$15,000 on October 11, 1913. 65 McAllister was not new to
the people of Oldham as he served as first station manager
for the town.

The paper was confident that McAllister

"had considerable experience in the business, and he will
no do u b t ma ke h i s ne w i n ve,s t men t p ay h i m we 1 1 . 11 6 6
Fred Wohlhueter was hired as the new

manager ~ for

the hall, and business returned to Oldham's newer opera
house.

However, during a period beginning in the end

of May , 1914 and end i ng i n 0 c to be r . of the same year ,

-

activities · in the Socialist Hall practically came to a
complete halt.

After closer examination of the Register,

it was discovered that
opera house on

~ain

Wohl~ueter

Street,

h~d

had purchased the old

it cleaned and repaireJ,

and went into business for himself.

He completely ignored

the new opera house and, of course, his own business grew.
To confuse matters even more, .Wohlhueter's place was known
00

by several names.

It was called .. Wohlhueter's Hal1, 11

"Wohlhueter's Auditorium, ..

11

"The Oldham Opera House, and

The New Grand Opera House,"
11

Wohlhueter's Opera House."

The only way to differentiate between the two· buildings
was that the Socialist Hall only went by the name of "The
New Opera House" and sold tickets at Hall's Drugstore.

63
-

The old opera house went by several different names and
sold tickets at the Oldham Drugstore. 67
Without any notice of a change in management
reported in the paper, an article appeared in the Register
on October 22, ·1915 indicating that John Loesch, manager
of the new opera house, had announced that a new Kimball
piano had been purchased for use in the new opera house. 68
On FebruarY 11, 1916 it - was reported in the paper that
Loesch had relinquished the management of the opera house
and Charles McAllister, Thomas McAllister•s brother,
would be in charge of the building : 69 Soon after, another
article stated:

"We are requested to announce that the

Misses Houk and George have resigned as ushers to the
opera house." 70
Charles McAllister

to~k

some positive action

toward making the hall a profitable business venture.
His action did not go unnoticed by the paper, as the
following two articles seem to indicate:
Mr. McAllister is giving us the . highest class
of movie entertainment and is deserving of better
patronage, as the profit for such a picture as
the one on Tuesday night is not big, as this
class of films is not to be had for a song.71
The second article praising the new manager appeared only
a month later, once again appealing for better patronage
at the new opera house:
The McAllister's are showing pictures that
are shown in city theatres, and with their
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superior music, they are producing ·a class of
entertainment that many of the big towns may
well envy. This is not an advertisement and
the editor feels that Mac is duly entitled to ·
this compliment for the progress he has made
in bringin~ his place to its present high
standards. 2
Despite the appeals made by the editor of the
Register for better patronage, the Socialist Hall was
..

proving to be a failing bysiness, as the following article
indicates:
There is a probability that Oldham will
soon be without a public meeting house, as Mr.
McAllister, the owner of the Auditorium, contemplates tearing down that structure and
utilizing the material in the construction of
farm buildings unless he can sell it as it
stands~
Lack of patronage by the Oldham public has discouraged the further conduct of the
place. This building is an absolute necessity
to the community as a public meeting place and
the people should endeavor to keep it by
organizing a stock company. We understand it
can be bought for much less than the original
cost, and we believe that arrangements should
be made for its _purchase. We are exceedingly
fortunate in having such a building in town,
and we should endeavor_ to keep it.73
Apparently, this final plea for improved patronage
was not successful .

Court records, located at the County

Courthouse in DeSmet, South Dakota, show that the Socialist
Hall was turned over to the county on December 13, 1920. 74
A notice of

11

Lis Pendens .. was filed . nine years later,

placing the property under the jurisdiction of the court. 75

-

On November 1, 1920, a deal was made whereby the
American Legion Post of Oldham would assume control of the
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building under a one-year lease ; 76

The following article

explains the future intentions of the Legion Post:
The Legion plans to make the building pay its
rental and a profit besides, and as the initial
effort to that end they had the building
relighted, repaired and thoroughly cleaned.
The Legion wishes to make it known that anyone
wishing to use the hall will make application
to Dr. A. W. Smith. The action of the Legion
in making this deal is a commendable one, and
we can assure the public that any use for the
building can now be m~de much more satisfactorily than in the past.77
The Legion continued to hold meetings in the Hall
and to rent it to interested groups for dances and public
gatherings.

In December, 1922, it was reported that

Soren C. Jensen had taken out a formal lease of the
building and had it well cleaned for a Christmas dance. 78
It is not known how long Mre Jensen continued to lease
the property.
It is known that Frank Hyde purchased the building
on January 23, 19~0 for the sum of nine hundred dollars. 79
Hyde used the Hall primarily as a public dance hall, and
.

twelve years later he turned the property over to his
wife, Mae, for the price of one dollar with "love and
affection ... 80 Shortly after her husband died, Mrs. Hyde
sold the property to her sister-in-law, Lena Blackstone,
.

on November 16, 1946, for the price of one thousand
dollars. 81 Three months later Mrs. Blackstone sold the
hall to Hugh Haskins for two thous~nd dollars. 82 It is
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interes·ting to note that Mr. Haskins was one of the
Socialists who was responsible for the construction of
the Socialist Hall nearly thirty-five years earlier.
Hugh Haskins ·maintained the building as a dance hall until
April, 1962, when he sold it to Linus Eykam~ frir a mere
four hundred dollars. 83 Eykamp used the building as a
storage place for seed ·and grain .

In 1970, the option

to buy the rapidly deteriorating building was purchased
by the Madison Jaycees with Dick Larson as president.
The Prairie Village Historical Society of Madison then
purchased the building for the payment of back taxes
amounting to six hundred dollars . 84 The building was
then moved to its present location on the grounds of
Prairie Village, Madison, South Dakota.
In conclusion, it can be said that plans for tne
construction of Oldham's Socialist Hall were made by a
small group of local Socialists led by Erland Johnson.
•The town's second opera house opened on March 27, 1913,
and both opera houses continued to operate until the
first was destroyed by fire in l9l7c

The two-story

structure, with its large stage and scenery loft, was
considered to be one of the finest theatres in the area.
The Socialists owned the building for only a short time
before selling the property to a group of businessmen from
the Miller area, who, in turn, sold it to Thomas E.
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McAllister, of Madison, South Dakota, only a few months
later.

McAllister maintained ownership of the Hall until

he lost the building in a legal battle because patronage
was falling and operation of the Hall proved to be
financially unsuccessful.

Frank Hyde became the next

owner of the building in 1930, and his wife, Mae, was
given legal ownership in 1942.

Lena Blackstone, Mrs.

Hyde's sister-in-law, purchased the building in 1946 and
sold it to Hugh Haskins three months laterG

Mr. Haskins

used the building as a dance hall until the floor
required too much repair.
linus Eykamp in 1962.

Haskins sold the property to

In 1970, the Oldham Socialist Hall

was purchased by the Prairie Village Historical Society
and was moved to Prairie Vil .lage, South Dakota, marking
the end of an important era iri the history of Oldham
.-

and leaving behind only memories and a crumbling foundation.
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CHAPTER IV
PROFESSIONAL TOURING DRAMATIC
AND VARIETY COMPANIES
The purpose of this chapter is to provide a
chronological account of the professional dramatic and
variety touring companies that appeared in the Socialist
Hall during its history in Oldham.
includes, whenever

possible~

This discussion

a description of the types

-

of plays and variety acts presented, information regard-

ing the various performers, attendance reports, reviews
and other peculiarities that may have occurred during the
many visits to Oldham by the different touring companies.
Professional Touring Dramatic Companies .
In The Pageant of America:
of the United States, Volume XIV,

A Pictorial History
11

The American Stage, ..

Oral Sumner Coad and Edwin Mims, Jr. describe the influence
-

of the expanding railroad system for providing the small
communities with professional entertainment from the East:
. .

These communities offered the traveling
companies a new field in which they might display their brilliant, but limited, repertory
in a hundred different theatres. This contact
between the noted actor and the remoter audi.ences was possible during this period as it had
never been before becausl of the development of
the trunkline railroads.

74

Howard Taubman, in his book, T~e Making of the
American Theatre, gives the following account of the
importance of these small touring companies appearing in
the small communities along the railroad:
..
_
The stock companies, like vaudeville, cultivated audiences as well as performers, and were
even more important as trainir1g grounds for the
stage. Largely self-contained units, they used
the same corps of acting talent while they
changed the play each week. _ It was a breathless,
indeed, half-baked system, visible in many
summer theatres. But it taught a multitude of
actors to be practical and flexib1e.2

In the book, Footlights Across America, Kenneth
MacGowan offers the following explanation for the popularity of the professional dramatic touring companies in
the rural communities of the West and Midwest:

''The

purpose of the work is mainly to break the tedium of rural
life, encourage social coopeiation, and bring out whatever self-expression may be under the surface.n 3
The first group to "break the tedium of rural
life'' on the stage of the Socialist Hall was the Brandon
Amusement Company on Monday, September 29s 1913.

The

Register reported that Miss Mabel Barring and Miss Madge
Thurston would be appearing with the company for the
"dramatic event of the year, Tempest and Sunshine, a
dramatization of Mary J. Holme's world famous book."
a separate article, the Register goes on to say:
Mr. Brandon has secured a strong cast and
special scenery and effects are carried for this

In
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production. The play bas a good plot, startling
climaxes and a strong vim of comedy that is
clean and refined.
·
This is one of the best companies that will
tour the Middle West this season. This company
recently played Aberdeen to two capacity houses.5
The article also reported that tickets could be purchased
-

at Hall's Drugstore for twenty-five, fifty, and seventyfi;e cents. 6 However·, there was no explanation for the
differences in the admission prices .
Following the performance, a brief review was
· printed in the Register, stating that this performance
had brought out ·the largest audience ever to attend a
p 1 ay i n 0 1d h am wi t h a bo u t 4 0 0 peo p·1e be i n g p r e s en t .
article went on to report that the play was

11

The

Wel l rendered

and ga~e gen·eral satisfaction ... ?
The second play performed by a professional
company was The Sap Head on Wednesday night, October 8,
1913. 8 The following detailed description of Will H.
locke's play appeared in the October 3 issue of the
Register:
The story is well written, true to life,
characters so natural and its comedy is so deftly
woven that the critics who know the bill pronounce
it a ·decided success .with unanimity. The characters are so usual and common place and yet so
delicately and appealingly portrayed as to
delightfully satisfy all lovers of a wholesome
and pleasing life from a truly refined comedy
play. The subtle comedy will be the peer of any
of the bills to appear this season. As it is a
certain laugh getter from the time the curtain
rises on the first act until the final climax at
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the fall of the curtain on the last act, merriment will . reign supreme. The play, although a
comedy, suggests a little lesson, and this is
that we are often mistaken as to who is the ·
ignorant one and wise one and the sharpest are
often fooled when they go up against one whom
they thi~k is unwise in the ways of the world.
But when they find he is endowed with such great
mental faculties as the Sap Head, the surprise
is a w~olesome one that will delight all playgoers. ·
.
Elsewhere in the

~egister

it was reported that, in

addition to the play, there would be "six big ~ specialities,
all a big hit." 10 The article, however, did not elaborate
on these .. specialities."

-

A review appearing in the next issue of the
Register reported that The Sap Head "brought out a large
.

.

house . and we believe all were well pleased with the entert a i nmen t g i ~ .e n • 11 11 I t was a 1s o s t ate d t h at t he s p e c i a 1
scenery in the opera house
rendition of .the play." 12

w~s

used and ••added much to the

A week later Ida Weston Ray and Company presented
As Ye Sow on Thursday, October 16, 1913.
advertised as ••a great 4-act

The show was

d~ama ~ith

special scenery,
· good music and special t ·i es between acts. 1113 Once again
tickets were sold at Hall's Drugstore for the prices of ·
twenty-fi~e, thirty-fi~e, and fifty cents. 14 A complete
synopsis of the play appeared as follows in the October
· 10 edition of the Register:
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As Ye So\<J
"As Ye Sow, so shall ye reap."
"Those whom God hath joined together,
let no man put asunder.
"The sins of the father shall be visited
on the children."
"Thy people shall be my people, thy
God my God."l5

Act I.
Act II.

11

Act III.
Act IV;.

_

Two weeks later, the paper gave the following
account of the

perfor~ance:

As Ye Sow was played at the new opera house
on :the 16th to a 1 arge house. The work on the
stage was above average~
Satin Sanders, Ida
Weston Rae and C. Ben Carter deserve special
mention. The latter as the gypsy king did some
good work. It might here be mentioned that Mr.
Carter was formerly a minister and also a
printer.l6
·
11

11

The next play to be performed on the Socialist
Hall

~tage

was Her Son performed by John · G. Rae and

Company on October 27, 1913. 17

The play was described as

"a different play with a somewhat different story." 18
-

The advertisement described the John G. Rae Company as
a company of

11

high class a.ctors and one of the best shows

of the season at popular prices . ..·19

Under a separate
-

headline, a second article went on to praise the level of
entertainment provided by the visiting company:
Those who complain of the poor quality of the
popular price attractions offered to theatre goers
at present can offer no sound criticism of Her Son
as presented by John G. Rae and Company at the
opera house Monday, October 27. On the contrary,
it is an absorbing play dealing with a plot that
has not been overdone in play writing. From a
dramatic standpoint the company is on par with any
of the higher priced attractions and the fact that
the play was written by the same author as Mildred
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and As Ye Sow i s a g u a rant e e of . i t s· worth . Mi s s
Cecil Manners, who plays the leading feminine
role, is without a doubt one of -the cleverest
little actre~ses playing the West and her recent
success as Effie Pemberto in The Blindness of
Virtue has given her place among the foremost
actresses of the day. Do not miss this attraction. 20
11

11

Another advertisement appearing in the same issue

of the Register reported that

11

John G. Rae, who played the

part of 'Judge Howell,' will be seen in the comedy role
.
.
' t ramp. u 21
of ' ·colte L ora1ne,
.1 .th e Amer1can

No evidence

could be found to indicate whether or not John G. Rae
and Ida Weston Rae, of the previous company, were related
in any way.

-

However, the same last name and the fact

that both As Ye Sow and Her Son were written by the same
author, would tend to lead to the conclusion that they
were relatedo
The Final Settlement was staged in the Sociali~t
Hall on the evening of November 5, 1913. Camella Dahl,
the leading actor, was reported to have taken "special
training in a school of expression and dramatic art in
.
.
Norway ... 22 The play ~as also advertised as having
"special scenic effects that should not be missed.•• 23 A
review of The Final Settlement and Camella Dahl's performance did not appear in the Register.
The Chicago Amusement Company was the next visiting professional group with the play, Kentucky Sue.
.

The

.

play, showing for one night only on Tuesday, November 18,
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..

1913, was given the following advance publicity promoting
the ~ merits

of this particular play: ·

. Kentucky Sue is a play out of the ordinary,
full of play and action, inspiring in its . theme,
thrilling in its situations and declared by the
critics to be one of the most perfectly constructed plays of today. It depicts life as it
could be pictured only by one intimately
acquainted with the passions, impulses and
motives which inspire deep in the heart of
nature. Throughout tbe play there is tenderness
and natural wisdom which speaks volumes.
Kentucky Sue is called a long wanted play.
The acts are crowded with interest, charged with
passion and filled with action . All acts and
scenes are modern. It tells a story of a young
girl•s .struggle and success. Summing it all up,
it is a stirring comedy-drama with a recognized
cast of Metropolitan players.~4
Fo . llowin~

their

p~rformance

in Oldham, the

Metro p o 1 it an p 1 ayers were g i ven a simp 1e · one- 1 i ne statement in the paper:

11

Kentucky Sue was played to a good

sized house on Tuesday e~ening.

1125

The final play performed by a professional touring
company in the Hall•s first year of operation was billed
as the 11 funniest play you will ever see ... 26 The Lawrence
Amusement Company presented Where•s My Husband on Wednesday, December 24, 11 immediately after the Christmas tree
program ... 27 The paper promised the play to be a Scream
11

from start to finish with an excellent cast and up to date
-

scenery~~~ 28

However, a review of the performance did not

appear in the Register; so it is not known whether or not
.

.

the claims made in the advance publicity were carried out.
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The first group to appear in the year 1914 was an
.

all-girl cast of twenty known as

11

-

The Juvenile Bostonians ..

performing the comic opera, Princess Chic, on Sunday,

. Jan~ary 4~ 29

Quoting a San Francisco critic in an adver-

tisement appearing in the Register, the play was reported
.

-

to have pierced the musical comedy jungle as a shaft of
sunshine." 30 The following Friday, the Register reported
11

that

11

the general opinion is that the entertainment was

abo~e a~erage." 31
Not all of the traveling companies scheduled to
appear in the Socialist Hall were able to meet their
commitments.

The County Sheriff, to be performed on

Friday, January 23, and carrying special scenery and
equipment for the production, ne~er appeard at the Hal1. 32
The Register offered the following brief explanation for
the absence of the company:
Earl, Tipton and Bunell, Inc., scheduled
to perform Tbe Country Sheriff last Friday night,
did not arr1ve. We understand the show busted
fsicl up down the line somewhere.33

with

.....

The Lion and the Mouse, offered by George H. Bubb,

~1iss

Irene Solomon as "Shirley Rossmore" and a .. noble
-

-

cast of twelve, .. arrived in Oldham on Thursday, March 5,
1914, to present a performance that same e~ening.34

The

-

play was reported to have run two years in New York City
and one year in Chicago and was called by one New York
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c r i t i c , " t h e g r e at Am e r i c an p 1a y of t o d.a y . " T i c k e t s were
advertised as selling for tw e nty - fi~e cents, seventy-five
cents, and one dollar.

The higher price for tickets did

not seem to discourage the people of the community from
attending the entertainment since it was reported that
the show played to a "fair sized audience" and the company
was a "strong one and ga~e general satisfaction ... 36
Filling the bill on

March 14, 1914, was
Charles Klein's 11 psychological drama, " The Third Degree. 37
Saturday~

.

The play was promoted as "revealing the inner methods of
p o 1i c e work i n g s i n a con v i nc i n g ma.n ne r " wi t h l u c y Hay s
"commanding the height of attention in her interpretation
of Annie Jeffries, the heroine." 38
At this point, Fred Wohlhueter was hired as
-

manager of the Socialist Hall and activities in the Hall
nearly came to a complete standstillo

This was because

Mro Wohlhueter was busy spending most of his time and
energy promoting Oldham's original opera house located
\

on Main Street which he had purchased shortly after being
hired as manager of the Socialist Hall.

The

H~ll

did not

-

resume an active schedule until the owners of the new
opera house realized what was happening and immediately
replaced Mr. Wohlhueter.
Due to this conflict of

in~erests,

the next pro-

fessional touring company did not appear until Saturday,
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January 23, 1915, when it was reported irr the Register
that

11

The Shepherd's Ca 11 was giv e n ·in the new opera

house l~st Sat~rd~y night~~~ 39
Begin.ning Thursday night , January 28, 1915, the
Hugo Players were in town for a three-night run, opening
with the play, Our New Minister. 40 The company was
reported as having a large cast, special scenery, and
beautiful costumes.

An advertisement appearing in the

Register elaborated on the costuming for the show in the
following manner:
The gown worn by Miss Nellie Moore is of the
very latest fashion. A '!Worth... creation imported
from Paris, the gown is valued at 250 dollars.
Miss Moore will appear in this particular gown
on the opening night of the play Our · New Minister. 41
Our New Minister was described as "having a very
-

pretty story running through6ut, mingled with a good ~2in
of witty comedy." 42 Tickets for the three plays were
sold for twenty-fi~e, thirty-fi~e, and fifty cents. 43
The Register did not print a review of Our New Minister,
nor did it mention anything about the other two plays
that were performed.
In the spring of 1915, the people of Oldham were
-

treated to the f i r s t of sever a 1 "0 1e" p 1 ay s .

These were

-

light ethnic plays that proved to be popular with the
Norwegian and Swedish citizens who heavily populated the
Oldham area.

Mr. Wesley Travis and his company presented
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the four act comic-drama, Ole Olson in Mexico, on Saturday, April 10. 44 .
Miss Pearl White, "the popular Pathe leading lady, ..
appeared in The Perils of Pauline on Tuesday, May 11,
1915.

The audience was promised a show of "thrills,
ad~enture, narrow escapes, ~illains, and lo~e ... 45 Once
again, however, a critique. was not offered in the Register

for this play.
Advertised as "one of the breeziest comedies on
the road today," the Trousdale Brothers, a company which
had played the Oldham area for the . past nineteen years,
presented the play, Johnny Jones, Jr., on Monday, October
18, 1915. 46 The advance promotion for the play reported
that there would be

11

clean specialties between the acts

and the company carries all their own special scenery and
electrical effects ... 47 . Admission for the performance was
the usual price of twenty-five, thirty-five, and fifty
c€nts, and tickets could be purchased at Hall •s Drugstore.48

The play seemed to be a success since it was

reported that Johnny Jones, Jr. played to a ''large and
appreci~ti~e a~dience ... 49
The Trousdale Brothers appeared to be one of the
more successful and enduring companies on the road during
this time.

In Gerry Perin's study, "A History of the
Theatrical and Community Activities in the Early Dell
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.Rapids, South Dakota, Opera House, .. it is reported that
the Trousdale company was scheduled to perform in the
Dell Rapids Opera House on February 11, 12, and 13,

1901~ 50
Another traveling company to enjoy the lasting
success and popularity on the railroad circuit was the
Hugo Brothers' Famous Players.

The Hugo Brothers appeared

several different times throughout the history of the
Socialist Hall and, according to the Register, "are
popular here and will be given a good sized house whenever they ~isit Oldham ... 51
On the second visit to Oldham in less than a year,
the Hugo Brothers• Famous Players opened a two-night run
on Wednesday, November 3, 1915, with the play,
-

stantial Evidence.

Circum-

The company boasted a fine cast,

between act specialties, elegant costumes, and a newly
added company orchestra. 52 It was reported that the
company played to a large house on both nights, and the
music was of "high style and the work on stage seemed to
please all ... 53
A real rainstorm was the attraction promised in
the return engagement of the John G. Rae Company and
their new play, The Tenth Commandment, performed on
December 10, 1915.

In addition to the rainstorm, it was

also reported that "Rachel May Clark wears one of those
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·brand new hoop skirt gowns in her leading role.•• 54
paper later related that

11

The

a farmer north of town tells

us he is going to take his whole family to see The Tenth

Comm~ndment~ .. ss

Another article gave the following

information regarding the play and its players:
John G. Rae, who has given us Mildred, Her
Son, Lend Me $200, and others, is th1s seasonOTrerlng h1s many friends and patrons a supreme
effort in his play production, The Tenth
Commandment. This is not only a new play on
modern l1nes, but it is thoroughly equipped
and produced with marked attention to every
detail. A realistic rainstorm is one of the
scenic features, while the cast . of players is
the best and highest salaried ever carried with
a popular priced attraction. Rachel Mae Clark~
one of the most widely known emotional actresses
of the day, last season with Broken Rosary, is
seen in the leading role, while the popular
favorite, John G. Rae, himself, the comedian,
and they are supported by others who are talented in every resgect. A guaranteed and finished performance.56
"A musical sandwich composed of mirth and melody••
was how

t~e

Register described the next attraction to

appear in the Socialist

~all.

A two-week promotional

campaign preceded the arrival of the Boston Ideal Opera
Company•s performance of The Mascot on Saturday, December
18, 1915.

The December 10 issue of the Register provides

the following lengthy article supporting the company and
their comic opera:
Manager Loesch, of the Oldham Opera House,
announces that by special arrangement, he has
secured the famous Boston Ideal Company for one
night only on Saturday, December 18, in the

86

convulsing comic opera success, The Mascot . .
This attraction is not a small town show, but
one which has played the largest towns of . the
Midwest this season, .and the press and house
managers who .have played this attraction are
very enthusiastic in the glowing reports which
have been sent out regarding the merits of
this production. As in all musical shows, the
singing predominates, and in this case, is of
a . much higher order than usual, and we have
every assurance that the musical end of the
program will be well taken care of as it is
offered with a cast of such well known artists
as Ed~ F. McCrumisch, - Frank 0. Burgess, Miss
Eleanor Jenkins, Miss Mazie Howard and . others
of like reputation unde~ the capable musical
direction of B. F. Hoard. This company is
.universally conceded to be the strongest . singing
show on the road. They played the Orpheum .
Theatre in Aberdeen, Sunday, November 21, and
immediately after the matinee, were booked for
a retu.rn date in two weeks time. 57
Short promotional statements also appeared throughout the December 17 issue of the Register as part of the
company's ambitious advertising push.

Statements such

as " Don • t fa i 1 to he a r· Ed • F . Mc Cr umi s c h an d Fr an k
Burgess

sing · ~In

the ~ Old ~ Oak

Tree 1 in The Mascot, Satur-

day, December 18," 58 and u-You bet I like good singing.
That's why I am going to hear Miss Eleanor Jenkins sing
• I n Germany • i n The ~1 as cot on S at u r d a y , " 5 9 a p p e are d on
every page of the December 16, 1915, issue . of the Register.
Another promotional scheme employed by the Boston
Ideal Company for their performance of The Mascot was
explained in a separate article appearing in the same
issue of the Register:
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Before the Boston Ideal Company left New
York on their annual tour this season, the owners
of the show instructed the . management to admit
all old soldiers free at every city played. This
rule will hold good at Oldham, December 18, and
all old soldiers are invited to witness the performance ·as the guests of the show.60
Unfortunately, the Register did not report whether
or not the play and its publicity campaign were a success
in the Oldham Socialist Hal1 5
The new year of 1916 began with Beyard Vieler's
11

rousing melodrama," Within the Law , on Saturday, January

29.

The melodrama, reported to have dea.lt with the "ins

and outs of the Metropolitan Police Qepartment,

1
'

was adver-

tised as running over a hundred nights in Chicago.

A

more detailed article about the play appeared in the
Register as follows:
The chief hit of the ·performance was

score~

by Miss Margaret Illington, who achieved a really

brilliant success in the role of Mary Turner, a
salesgirl in a department store, who is sent to
jail for stealing goods, a crime of which she was
innocent. On her release she determines to wreak
vengeance on the department store proprietor who
sent her to jail. She obtains money under false
pretenses in various ways, but makes it a purpose
~!t~~~ ~~:e !~_glways keep her crooked dealings

1

Two days later, the Lawrence Demming Theatre
Company was scheduled to perform three plays beginning on
Monday, January 31.

The company, composed of eight

members, was planning to open with The Cry Baby, followed
by The Sweetest Girl in Dixie, and closing with In the
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land God Forgot.

As an added

attractio~,

the following

item was reported in the Register:
Unlike most companies, this company carries
its own orchestra and a clever lot of between
act vaud~ville features, thus eliminating the
customary long and tiresome waits between acts
that usually mar an evening of entertainment.62
-

However, owing to poor weather conditions, the company
could not .reach Oldham anq rescheduled their engagement
for the nights of February 7, 8, and 9. 63 The Register,
in announcing the postponement, went on to say that the
Lawrence Demming Company had recently played in Aberdeen,
Watertown, Madison, and

11

in fact, all the leading towns

on the well known Walker circuit of which Oldham is a
member." 64
On February 25, 1916, the Register reported that
the Lawrence Demming Company ·was unable to keep this
second engagement because of bad weather.

However, the

paper did report that ·the -company finally arrived on
Monday, February 21, with almost no advertising.

The

article continued to report that the small house made the
company think that there was a

jinx for them in Oldham,u
and cancelled their remaining dates. 65 The Register did
11

mention that the play performed on Monday night was a good
one,

11

-

but other attractions in town prevented people from

attending~" 66
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nTh e most pop u 1a r Am e r i can book made i n t ·o the most
popular American play," described The Shepherd of the
Hills, the

n~xt

offering at the new opera house and

performed by ·Gaskill and MacVitty, Inc., on Saturday,
March 4, 1916.

The play was described in the following

article appearing in .the Register:
The Shepherd of the Hills is a story of humor
and pathos told in a simple, direct manner of
love, mystery and heroism, with its scenes all in
the Ozark Mountains of Southern Missouri, .where
the author lived and preached for some years.
There are several exciting incidents, including
the night ride of the splendid heroine over the
hills through the storm, . an attack upon the
shepherd, and the moral victory of a . man when a
panther is about to spring on his rival, .but
there is no melodramatic . touch in the play.67
The cost of tickets for the dramatization of
-

-

Harold Bell Wright's novel was ·a dvertised as twenty-five,
thirty, and seventy-five cents and some tickets for one
dollar.

Reserved seats were still being sold at Hall's
Drugstore. 68
Sanford Dodge and his All Star Company performed

That Printer of Udells on Saturday, March 18, 1916.
play was promoted as

11

The

0pposite to the problem play

imported from the slums of the old world and shows us a
li~ing, breathing portrait of real American life." 89
A separate article described in more detail the literary
value of this particular play.

The article, praising the

90

talents of Harold Bell Wright, author of ·the last two
plays performed 'ih Oldham , app ea r e d · in the Register as
follows:
·Why is Harold Bell Wright the most popular
American author? Because he writes American
stories of Ame~ican life in such a manner that
Americans understand, and such as real Americans
never tire of reading and seeing presented in
dramatic form. He shows us methods of overcoming faults of heredity and environment and ways
of raising to a higher plane on mental ~nd
physical well being, which is the true American
ideal of life. In this play we . see how a man,
who thought he was only a tramp, rises in the
scale of society until he becomes a master of
men. It is a wonderful lesson of 98pe and
inspiration to both old and young.
A ·week 1 at e r , t he ·Re g i s t e r rep o r t e d t h at S an ford
Oodge•s performance of That Printer of Udells was played
to a good sized house and that the company

11

is a strong

one and the play was well recei~ed." 71
A short notice appearing in the April 14, 1916,
issue of the Register

sta~ed

that the next scheduled play

in the Socialist Hall, Bringing Up a Husband, did not
fill its date on Wednesday, April 12. 72 No explanation
was given for the company's fa~lure to show up for the
performance.
The latest Swedish comedy, The Swede, the Tramp
and the Girl, was the next attraction at the Hall and was
adve~tised

as being equal to the other popular Swedish

plays, Ole Olson and Yon Yonson. · The play, which was
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performed on Tuesday, October

1916, featured the added

3~

attraction of "the unapproachable character comedian and
dialectician, Mr. Carl M. Dalton, who appears in all good
Swedish comedies~" 73

An advertisement in the Register

gave an example of what theatre goers could expect in the
way of Mr. Dalton's particular talents.

In big, bold

letters, the following sentence was printed: "Aye tank
she bane a gode faller." 74 The Register r~ported that the
performance was "attended by a good-sized audience and
ga~e general satisfaction," 75 a critique common to most
of the plays reviewed by the editor of the Register.
On their next visit to Oldham, the Hugo Brothers
did not receive much advance publicity in the Register.

-

However, following their performances on October 19, 20,
and 21, 1916, the paper again praised this popular gr<·up
of entertainers.

The following article appeared in the

October 27 issue of the Register:
.The Hugo Players concluded a three night
engagement at the_opera house on Saturday night.
This .company has visited Oldham a number of times
and are always popular with theatre goers. Their
work this year is better than ever, the management informing us that the members of tbe company
are higher priced now than they ever have been.
Their band concerts . 9o the street and at the Hall
. were enjoyed by all. 6
.
On Tuesday, November 7, 1916, the people of Oldham
were treated to an unusual combination of theatrical
.

.

entertainment at the Socialist Hall.

The second "Ole''

92

'play of the year was presented and, in addition to the

-

.

play, several added attractions were offered as
bonus.

~

special

An advertisement in the Register explained the

added attractions:
George . E. Engesser offers a jingling, joyful novelty farce comedy in three acts . . The
Two Oles. All special scenery. Three bi_g__
features with The Two Oles. Vates, the Musical
Doll. Is it human or wax? Life size, walks,
talks, sings and danc~s. · The .two . Dwarf Manikins,
See . them, . they will make you laugh. The ~7ste
rious looking glass. The mystery solved.
An appeal to mother and womanhood was the focus . of
the publicity for the next attraction of The Girl He
Couldn't Buy, on Wednesday, December 20, 1916.

An article

.

printed in the Register gave the following account of a
review reprinted from the Patterson, New Jersey News:
Seldom has a play more strongly appealed
to a local audience. The play is one continual
thrill from beginning to finish. It made the
biggest audiences mellow-hearted and moist-eyed.
The Girl He Couldn't Buy is the best moral
lesson told on any stage for years. If you
have a . sweetheart, a sister, or a mother whom
you love, let her see this play. It makes you
think and builds up womanhood in your eyes. If
you cherish mother and womanhood, don't fail to
see and hear, The Girl He Couldn't Buy.78
A second, lengthy article- appeared on a separate
.

page of the Register.

It provides the readers with

additional information regarding the upcoming entertainment at the Hall:
After trying for several weeks to secure for
the people of Oldham and vicinity the great play,
The Girl He Couldn•t Buy, I have succeeded in
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making a contract with them to appear here on
Wednesday, December 20. This company is above
the average and are now playing . Mankato, Rochester,
and on .December 16 they will be appearing in Sioux
Falls an_d .then come direct to us. If you . want a
better class of shows, boost for this one. You
can . get good shows if you want them. It is up to
you. The story, The Girl He Couldn't Buy, concerns
the experience of many a shop g1rl who 1s working
at_a wage of six dollars a week, and trying to
live an honest life. The heroine, Hope Nelson,
typifies what a girl must do and offer to escape
the persecutions of those human parasites who
prey on the lives of upper society and unprotected
girls, and pose as men of honesty and prominence
in.the eyes of upper society. Hope Nelson is the
daughter of a wealthy banker who is ruined by his
partner, Bernham. He dies, and Hope is left penniless and nearly friendless. She starts at the
boarding house on the six dollars a w~ek .that she
earns and Bernham again enter~ her life as the
tempter. He dangles money, ease and luxury, wealth
and what he calls happiness for her. The girl spurns him, he becomes desperate and tries to turn
her into the street. It is at this ·time that Joe
Maynard~ a crook, appears and with the help of
Maynard, Hope regains her stolen fortune from
Bernham. The situations are tense and interspersed
with pathos, while through it all is a vein of
comedy that is unsurpassed.79
Following the performance on Wednesday night, the Register
simply reported that The Girl He Couldn't Buy was played
to a good-sized house and no mention was made concerning
the quality of the play or its performance. 80
The next professional touring group did not perform
in the Socialist Hall until Thursday, March 8, 1917.

The

only information concerning this performance was a brief
review printed in the Register following the performance.
The review stated that ''Within the Law was played at the
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Auditorum rin Thursday night.

The play was above average

and seemed to be well recei~ed by the audience."B.l

-

-

Even. less notice was given in the paper concerning the next group, which performed in the Hall on Wednesday, March 28, 1917.
11

A sentence appearing in the

Local News" section of the Register read:

"Don't fail

to see the laughable farce, Not a Man in the House, to
be gi~en at the Auditorium on next Wednesday e~ening." 82
Slightly more attention was given in the paper
for Any Man's Sister, performed on Thursday, April 11·,
1917.

The Register printed the following pitch for the

play:
Manager McAllister of the Audito~ium has
been very fortunate in securing the great play,
Any Man's Sister, for one night only. Don't
miss th1s. A competent company of actors and
a complete scenic production is carried with
this show.83
Professional vari~ty gro~ps, various community
events, and an ambitious Chautautqua program provided
most of the activity in the Socialist Hall during the
summer and fall of 1917.

The next professional acting

company did not appear until Friday, December 7, 1917,
with Mayme Gardner offering "that everlasting comedy
success," The Girl and the Tramp.

An advance promotional

article reported the following about the company:
-

A complete scenic production, five big song
hits, three special vaudeville numbers and a
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superior cast of players, including that peer of
all tramp comedians--Mr. G. W. Dunn. This is
the show that alwaya pleases and pleases all .
We pay the war tax. 4
The manager of the Hall, Charles McAllister, was
given special attention in another article written by the
editor of the Register concerning the selection of this
particular play.
In securing this charming comedy, Mac has
succeeded in getting what we are looking for,
a . first class, clean, up-to-the-minute play
built for laughing purposes. It tells a true
story of interest, the latest and best music .
is introduced during _the action of the play and
three headline vaudeville numbers are given
between acts.85
.
.
The last group to appear in 1917 was the CoburnPearson

Play~rs

who were engaged to do a -three night run

in the Socialist Hall.

The company of eight opened with

The Law of God and Man on Friday, December 13.

The group

-

-

featured special vaudeville specialties between acts and,
as an added attraction, "the jazz.iest jazz orchestra
around ...

-

However, top billing went to
funny, little comedian ... 86

11

Spareribs, that

Unfortunately, the weather did not cooperate and,
according to the Register, the attendance was not as
large as usual.

-

However, this did not seem to discourage

the actors and their performance since it was reported
that the plays were excellent and

11

the members of the
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company are ladies and gentlemen, and a return date by
them would be heartily supported by ·our people." 87
The
touring

~ext

comp~ny

performance of a play by a professional
did not occur until

May~

1920.

During the

two and one-half year absence of professional theatre,
the Socialist Hall was the sight of a growing Chautauqua
program, popular motion pictures, local talent plays, and

-

ever increasing numbers of community events including
dances, socials, and church dinners G
In her second appearanc e in Oldham, Mayme Gardner
was listed as the star attraction

~f

New York After Dark

on May 28, 1920, ending the long absence of professional
acting companies in Oldham.

This traveling company also

carried a jazz orchestra by the name of the

11

Famous

Harmony Boys Jazz Orchestra."· The orchestra provided
music for the dance that immediately followed the play.
Man age r Ch a r 1e s

~1 c A1 1 i

s t e r mad e t ·he f o 11 ow i n g p rom i s e

regarding the entertainment value of this particular
company:

-

••r positvely

guarant~e

this attraction, with

the orchestra, to be the greatest show and best here in
ye~rs ... 88 In order. to make a distinction between this
show and the increasingly popular motion pictures, New
York After Dark was advertised as 11 not a reel show, but
a REAL show ... ag
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On November 4, 1920,

th~

Hugo Brothers returned

to Oldham for a three-night stay at · the Socialist Hall.
The bill advertised six vaudeville acts as a different
play each night.

The company was contracted by the

American Legion, new owners of the Hall, and tickets sold
for thirty-five, fifty-five, and seventy-five cents. 90
On November 11, ·the Register gave the following account
of the performance:
The Hugo Players entertained the show~going
people of Oldham and vicinity last Thursd9y,
Friday and Saturday evenings. The plays were
well presented, but tbe attendance was not as
large as it should have . been. We understand
that the Legion boys have some good attractions
booked for ~he com~ng monthsA and it is hoped
patronage w1ll be 1ocreased.~1
The -Wight Theatre Company brought the play, The
Hoosier Girl and Her Irish Hero, to the Socialist Hall on
Tuesday, December 14, 1920.
Register gave the following

An article printed in the
i~formation

regarding the play:

The Irish character is always funny. The
hoosier is looked upon as a boob to be laughed
at. These two characters, placed in . a play with
situations and contrasts, and you have an ideal
entertainment. The Wight Theatre Company have
in .The Hoosier Girl and Her Irish Hero the best
play they have ever had.92
The only piofessional dramatic company to perform
in 1921 was a company of six people acting in Ole the
Cowpuncher on the night of Friday, October 7.
-

The company

featured the Olive Block Saxaphone. Trio and was advertised
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as "the best show of its kind that was ever through this
section of the country.u93
The Modern Flapper, with Helen and Russ DuVoyle,
was the only ·professional. play offered in the Socialist
Hal ·l in 1922.

The DuVoyles, appearing in Oldham on

October 22, were publicized as being with the Gordinier
Players all $Ummer at the Orpheum Theatre in Sioux
Falls. 94
The single professional play performed the following year was the mystery comedy, Mickey the Kid, produced
by the Sherman Kelly Players on Saturday, July 14, 1923.
Miss . Madge Erickson and her dancing dolls was one of the
featured vaudeville acts between scenes •. Adults were
admitted to the play for fifty cents and children could
see the show for one dime. 95
A professional dramatic company did. not visit the
Socialist Hall during 1.9l4.

However, The Katzenjammer

Kids was presented on Monday, August 31 of the following
year. 96 The Register reported that The Katzenjammer Kids
played to a fair-sized house and "while their stuff is
very ljght comedy, the actions of Hans and · Fritz, the
midgets, is ~ery amusing." 97
The remaining issues of the Register were examined
until the paper went out of business on April 11, 1946.
No other articles regarding professional dramatic touring
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companies performing in Oldham could be found.

.

Articles

advertising traveling acting companies could not be
found after this date in either the Lake Preston Times
or the Madison Daily Lead-er, two newspapers that carried
information concerning the Oldham area following the
close of the Register.
The professional

~ramatic

touring company grad-

ually disappeared from the stage of the Socialist Hall
in Oldham and small rural towns i n general, shortly after
1920.

Kenneth MacGowan gives the following reasons for

its demise:
It is unnecessary to go into the reasons
for the collapse of the road, on which the managers once relied for the major part · of their
profits~
The competition of the movies and the
increased cost of railroad travel began to make
the road less profitable, and an attempt to
economize in the quality of the acting companies
rapidly promoted bad business in the smaller
cities. The movies took over more and more of
the legitimate theatres and quite annihilated
the popular priced .ctrcuits. The Midwest, the
Far West, and such parts of the South as wanted
drama, found that they had to build up their
own theatre if they cared for anything better
than occasional third-rate companies.98
Professional Touring Variety Companies
Following the same pattern as the professional
touring dramatic companies, the professional variety
companies enjoyed the same popularity in the early history
of the Oldham Socialist Hall.

-

These variety companies
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rarely stayed longer than one night and provided their
audiences with music, comedy,

and magic.

dance~

-

The first of these touring variety acts to perform
in the Socialist Hall was · simply advertised in the
Register as a recital given by Miss Janet Rae on Wednesday, July 2, 1913. 99 . It was later reported in the paper
that due to a storm the night before Miss Rae's appearance,
-

the audience was small.

However, the paper did report
that those who attended were "well repaid ... 100
· Mrs. Annine Otter Westaby performed on the evening of October 24, 1913.

readings were
received by a large and appreciative audience as was
e;ident ~Y the "frequent and hearty encores." 101 Vocal
-

Her

dra~atic

.

and instrumental music also accompanied Mrs. Westaby's
entertainment.
The Great Warnecke, uthe man of mystery from
India, 11 entertained his· audience with magic on Saturday
~nd Sund~y evenings, December 14 and 15, 1913. 102
Although the editor rif the

Regist~r

did not write a review

of the magician's performance, the Great Warnecke returned
to the Hall three years later on Monday, November 13,
1916. 103
On March 16, 1915, it was reported in the Register
that a 11 Show along the vaudeville line .. was held in the
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Hall on Tuesday, March 14, 1916 ~ 104

The article did not

elaborate about the show .
The Great Wallace-H e genb e ch Circus entertained
the people of Oldham on April 1, 1917. The circus was
. advertised as having four acts of tumbling~ balancing,
juggling, and trapeze acts, all performed . by ''regular
circus performers." 105
The Georgian Troubadours presented a minstrel
show in the Hall on May 31, 1917.

-

Advance . publicity in

the Register reported the following information regarding
this· touring variety company:
William McCabe's Georgia Troubadours.
All colored people. Special scenery. The
big fun show. High class musical comedy.
First time in Oldham . .Rag time and Jubilee
singing. Funny comedians. The Darkey songs
will make you feel young again. At the
Auditorium one night only, Thursday, May 31. 6
Admission twenty-five and thirty-five cents. 1 6
As part of a special New Year's attraction, Cal
Stewart and his Punki·n' Center Folks performed on January
1,

1918~

Mr. Stewart was reported in the Register to be

the same person who made the 11 l!ncle Josh records for the
phonograph ... 107 Gypsy Rossini, "with the best violin act
.

-

-

you have ever heard, .. and comedienne, Majorie Stewart,
were also featured in the ~ariety entertainment. 108 The
editor of the Register later reported that the program
.

attracted a large house and everyone appreciated the

-

"novelty of the show, but most of their hearers figured
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the admission a little high." 109

Tickets for Cal Stewart's

variety show were reported to hav e been sold for fifty
and se~enty-fi~e cents . 110
The Georgian Minstrels were reported to have
appeared in the Socia 1 i st Ha 11 on September· 17, 1919.
An article printed in. the Register simply stated that the
Georgia Minstrels, "a Negro aggregation, entertained a
.

-

small audience at the Auditorium last Thursday evening,
with the usual line of songs, dancing, and jokes ... 111 It
is not known that this variety group was the same group
that appeared under the name of the Georgia Troubadours.

-

However, the similarities between the two companies would
· seem to lead to th.at conclusion .
The last professional touring variety act to per-

form in the Socialist Hall featured Thorstein Skarning
and his 11 seven hundred dollar gold inlaid accordion."
His wife, pi_anist and s6prano, also appeared on stage
with Mr.

Skarning~

Prior to their performance on Monday,

May 9, 1921, the Register printed the following article
regarding Mr. Skarnin-g 1 s abilities:
The principal entertainment will be furnished
by Thorstein Skarning, considered at present the
wor }d • s 1e ad i n g v i r t uo s o on t he accord i o n , an .
instrument that is very popular in Scandanavian
countries, as _it is also in Italy. He has
participated victoriously in various contest of
skill on the accordion, his last victory being
over an Italian player in Chicago seven years
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ago. He then won a gold medal and a considerable
money prize.
._
_ Since then, Mr. Skarning has traveled extensively in many European countries, giving concerts
in· large cities. At the opening of the war, four
years ago, he was playing an engagement in Moscow.
Before he could get out of Russia he was arrested
on suspicion of being a German spy, but was .soon
released through the efforts of the Norwegian
counsel.
.
His musical ability and splendid mastery of
the technique of the accordion have received
. flattering . comment in _the press whenever he has
appeared, both European and American papers
according him highly complimentary mention.
lack of space at this time prevents us from giving extracts from some of these reviews.
The Skarnings have made records for the
wor l•d • s _g r e at e s t gr am a p hon e com p an i e s , an d a 1so
have given entertainments at Camp Grant and to
the Red Cross benefits.l 12
After the Skarning's performance the editor of the Register
· printed the following impression of the entertainment:
.

-

Professor Skarning and .his wife gave one of
their very pleasing entertainments Monday evening at the Auditorium. M~. Skarning's performance ~ith the accordion is truly wonderful, and
proved to his hearers that there is real music
in an accordion when rightly handled. Mrs.
Skarnin-g's vocal work- was also pleasing. They
are not only pleasing entertainers professionally,
but they are people ~hose personalities will make
them friends where ever_ they go. 113
In summary, it can be concluded that the Socialist
Hall played an important role in attracting professional
entertainment to the community of Oldham, a town located
on the Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul Railroad, which

-

.

provided this rural community an essential link to the
professional companies in the East~ Nine professional
touring variety acts and thirty-five different acting
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companies visited the Oldham Socialist

Hall~

performing

a total .of fifty plays for the people of the Oldham area
between September, 1913 and August, 1925.
continue to attract an

audience~

In order to

various companies began

to include "specialty acts" in addition to the plays
being performed.

These specialties were performed before

and after the play and filled the time between the scene
changes.

-

Eventually, companies carried an orchestra to

provide music for dancing following a performance.

Most

of· the traveling companies appearing in Oldham performed
for only one night and then continued on down the line to
the next small town. However, several companies remained
in town for two and three night .stands, performing a
different play on each night.

Inclement weather caused

the cancellation or postponement of several performances
and few pJays were performed during the summer months.
The frequency of the ap~earance of the professional
dramatic and variety companies lessened and~ despite an
attem~t

by the local American Legion Post to bring them
.

-

back, the traveling company disappeared from the stage of
the Oldham Socialist Hall altogether after the year 1924.
Therefore, it appears that Oldham followed the same general
trend of the other small towns in the

area~

-

giving way to

the more popular motion pictures and bowing to the high
cost of transportation.
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CHAPTER V ·
AMATEUR DRAMA
It is the purpose of this

ch~pter

to provide a

chronological discussion of the amateur theatrical productions performed in the _Socialist Hall during its
history in Oldham, South Dakota.

Although most of the

plays were performed by the students of Oldham High
.
School, several 11 home talent" plays were produced by
members of the
produ~tions,

community~

In addition to these amateur

the Socialist Hall was also the site of

.
several visiting home talent plays from nearby communi-

ties.

-

.

At least one play involved local people with the

direction of professional performers taking the

leadi~g

roles.
There were no amateur dramatic productions performed on the stage of· the Socialist Hall during its
first year of operation, according to the Oldham Register.

-

However, on Friday, March 20, 1914, Fun in a Photograph
Gallery was produced by Oldham's first group of home
talerit pl~yers.

1

A complete cast and orchestra list

in the· Register reported that C. F. loose was cast as
the

11

Phogorapher," Mrs. Jans as the

Floyd McMartin as the

11

11

Photographer•s Wife, ..

Farmer, .. and Adolf Jensen and

113

Merle Case as the "Twins...

Supporting cast members

included Boysen Jensen as the "Irishman, .. H. B. _Moen as
t he

n

s·we d e , "

a n d Mi s s Hu 1 c e a s t h e " 0 1 d Ma i d • "

Mu s i c

for the production was provided by Miss Jones, Mrs.
Bloom, Miss MacDonald, Ned and Leah Read, Lola and Thelma
Hanson, and Miss H~lce. 2
that the play was
11

The Register later reported

perform~d

to a large audience and the

many awkward and comic situations of the performers kept

the audience in good h~mor. 113

The tickets, selling for
twenty-fi~e and thirty-fi~e cents, 4 provided $118 in gate
receipts. 5
On Saturday, February 13, 1915, Oldham High School
prese~ted the four-att comedy, Cupi ·d at Vassar. 6 The

Register reported that Henry Case, Percy Koehne, Andrew
Anderson, Ida Rottluff, Myrtl·e Hanson, and Francis
McMartin were cast_ in .the major roles. 7 A large crowd,
according to the editor. of the Register, attended the
play.

The editor echoed the pride of the community in

the following statement:

11

The play was all the more

interesting from the fact that it was given by home talent
and the efforts of the different members were duly
appreci~ted~ 118

Mr. Bob, a comedy in two acts, was the second
amateur play produced in the Socialist Hall during 1915.
Henry Case, Albert Loesch, Andrew Anderson, Faletta Baker,
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Myrtle Hanson, Francis McMartin, and Frances George,
Oldham High School students, acted in the school play

gi~en ·on March 14~ 9

The editor of the Register ga~e the

following account .of their efforts:
The high school play, Mr. Bob, was given
·at the new opera house on last Friday evening
and was a success considered from every viewpoi~t.
The house was well packed and showed
their appreciation by _ loud and long handclaps.
It was without a doubt one of the best plays
ever given in that bouse. The participants
took their respective parts with ease and
grace and with those who instructed · them are
to be commended on the production. 10
The first amateur play produced in 1916 was A
Perplexing Situation, on Friday, January 14.
Albe~t

Once again,

-

Loesch and Ida Rottluff provided the talent for

the leading ·roles with Reynolds Fleischman, Myrtle Hanson,
and Marion Loehne in the supporting p~rts. 11 Reser~ed

-

sold for thitty-five and fifty cents and were
~;~il~~le at Hal ·l's Drugstore. 12 The next issue of the

s~ats

Register simply reported that the play ••brought out a good
sized house and was enjoyed by all who heard it ... 13
.Albert Loesch was again cast in the leading role
when Oldham High School presented A Family Affair, on
.

-

Monday evening, May 22, 1916.
play

w~re

Myttle

-

v~teran

Han~on,

Supporting Loesch in the

high school performers Andrew Anderson,

Fa1etta Becker, and Harry Case.

Tickets

for the three-act comedy sold at Hall's Drugstore for
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twenty-fi~e~ thirty-fi~e~ and fifty cents. 14
of the play did not appear in the

A review

Re~ister.

: The first home talent play to visit Oldham from
a neighboring · community was Madison's performance of Way
Down East, on Saturday, August 26, 1916.

The Madison

se·n tinel reported the play as "the best home talent play
seen .here" when it was per.formed in the community for
four consecuti;e nights to large a~diences. 15

The

Seritinel went on to report the following account of the
performance:
. .The .repetition of the home talent is not
always .a success in point of attendance, but
this was not the case with Way Down East. The
success of this play and the very excellent
work of the cast, . spread to the city, and so
the high· school auditorium was well filled with
an expectant audience, that seemed to be a
satisfied one in every respect as the play
.progressed. The audience, it . is believed was
larger than on the previous _evening and the
Episcopal ladies will receive a substantial
benefit~
In some respects the play went a
little better than b-efore and much credit is
due the local cast and the energetic coaches,
Miss Selwin and Mr. Wheeler of the Broadway
Players. 16
The Register

repo~ted

that the cast of eighteen

Madison people would support Miss Janet Rae, nwell known
to Oldham," playing the leading role, and Miss Emily Selwin
and

Ha~rington

Wheeler~

of the Broadway Players, and

directors of the pl~y, wo~ld be seen in prominent roles. 17
The editor of the Register went on · to relate that "Oldham ·

-

..

and vicinity are sure to take advantage of this chance of

116
enjoying an evening of high class entert~inment ... 18
Following the performance of Way

Dow~

East at the

Socia11 .st Hall, the paper simply reported that .. a large
and appreciative audience ·attended the show last Saturday

night~n 19
On Wednesday, . April 4, 1917. Oldham High School
students presented The Old Maids Convention for the
people of Oldham.
the

Registe~: .

11

The following announcement appeared in

Come prepared _to laugh, you '11 go home

s ho· ~ t i ng ~ u 20

The p 1a y attracted a " goo d 1y crowd , " and
the Oldham paper reported that "those victims of single
blessedness with their antiquated fashion of dress and
their plans to win the attention of a single man, held
the ~ttention of ~11 present." 21
Oldham High Schoo 1 had - made p 1 ans to present a
second play on May 7, 1917. However, it was reported in
the Register that "the

that was to put on the
high school play next Tuesday evening are unable to do so
~ompany

owing to unexpected ~acancies. 1122
On Thursday evening, January 10, 1918, the "great
European play," The First Blow, was presented by a home

t~lent gro~p from nearby Ramona, South Dakota. 23

-

-

-

Two

one-act comedies and various vaudeville specialty acts
were also advertised as being performed by the Ramona
pl~yers, "people well known in 01dham." 24
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The patriotic, comedy-drama, Grandma Gibbs of the
Red Cross, was performed on Friday, May 3, 1918_, by the
~tudents

of Oldham High School at the Socialist Hall.

This four-act · play,

Written by one of the greatest modern
playwrights, Walter Ben Hare,n 25 included a cast of ten
11

girls and six boys, "and a group of people and wounded
soldiers . 1126

Tick.ets for _the play were fifty cents and

proceeds from the play went toward the purchasing of
laboratory equipment for Oldham High School . 27 The
Register reported that the play was performed to a

11

packed

house,n and that the young people handled . the play

11

like

~eter~ns. 1128

At times, visiting professionals were invited to

assist in the direction and production of local talent
plays.

On one such occasion Charles Gardiner and Miss
Thelma Cole, from Minneapolis, Minnesota, were invited
by the people of

Oldha~ . ~o

assist them in producing a

local talent play at the Socialist Hall on December 24,
1918.

Mr. Gardiner,

11

the rural comedian," was reported

·in the Register · to have created 11 more laughter than any
other li~ing comedi~n ... 29 Gardiner and Cole came to
Oldham to direct the comedy, Princess of Poe, which was
-

guaranteed to have "one thousand laughs in the 130 minutes
of the pl~y~~~ 30

An article appearing in the Register
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gave the following additional information concerning the

.

two visiting artists:
· Miss Thelma Cole will direct the play and
take the . leading part and Charles A. Gardiner,
the famous rural comedian , has been secured to
take the leading role. For many years Mr.
Gardiner has been recognized as one .of the
leading delineators .of American rural comedy.
His portrayal of quaint Indiana and Eastern
rural chara~ters is a treat to all.
Miss Cole, who directs the play, . comes from
the studio of the Int~rnational Producing Company
of Minneapolis. Her methods of coaching amateur
plays are a revelation in stage direction and
produce amazing results with comparatively few
rehearsals . . The same company also furnish all
the beautiful costumes .that will be worn by the
si~ty or more people t .aking part, all the . stage
s~ttings, scenery and electrical effects used in
the play, which comes here direct from Redfield,
where . it was produced on Monday and Tuesday,
December 2 and 3, to packed houses.
This is the first really big show . that this
city has . ever had, and to those who love a
beautiful show with every modern attraction, it
will be the treat of a lifetime for it brings the
city effects to our home town. By using a large
number of our own people in its production,
under professional direction, it .is possible to
get· the . real thing here. The play is being
given under the auspices of the Ladies Aid of
the Methodist .Church who are getting the cast
together and absolutely guarantee it to be the
biggest, the best and the funniest play ever
brought here.31
After the performance of the home talent play, the
-

Register printed the following review:
The .home talent play, Princess _of Poe, presented at the Auditorium TuesGay even1ng, was a
pronounced success in every particular, and one
of the classiest . entertainments ever presented
to the Oldham public . .Each and every character
in the play was . well carried and the local
artists are to be congratulated, both in the
successful rendition of the parts assi~ned
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them and the excellence of musical numbers, .the
drills, .etc. While we may feel partial _toward
the .local talent_employed, we would be very
unfair in not giving Miss Cole, the instructor,
th~ credit due her in the training of· the
l 'ittle girls in their drills, and the promptings . of the older ones to such perfection in
the brief period they have been working. Space
forbids a personal mention of the characters
portrayed, but the writer can truly say, and we
believe we voice the sentiment of all who witnessed the play,_that the talent of Oldham young
people is positively s~cond to none. Personally,
the writer feels a sort of pride in the young
people who participated in the affair. And here
again is cause for the remarkA when Oldham does
things, she does them right.3L
_
·The play was such a success that the December 26,
1918 issue of the paper reported t~at Princess of Poe,
"which gave such satisfaction last week, was reproduced
-

on Friday evening and, in spite of the bad weather, was ·
greeted by a fair sized ~~dience ... 33
The Masonic Ring was Oldham High School's clas~
~lay presented on Friday, May 2, 1919, 34 and, due to bad
roads, 'it was repeated on the following Tuesd~y e~ening. 35
The Regi .ster reported that the play was "an entire success,
and a ~ery pleasing source of entertainment ... 36
A company of

DeSm~t

High School young people per-

formed their class play, What Happened to Jones, at the
Socialist Hall on Friday, May 30.

The Register stated
-

that· the play was a good one and ''the young people received
a goodly patronage~ .. 37
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The most . ambitious year for amateur dramatic
productions in Oldham began with a muscial performed by
the Oldham High School on April 9, 1920.

It was reported
-

in the paper that the program did not receive the audience
-

it deserved and went on to say th.a t "the le.c ture by Miss
Daly, of Madison, was a masterpiece of oratory and good

sense~u 38
The second high school play was performed on April
-

Once again, the title of the play was not given in

16w

the paper.

-

However, the following review was printed

concerning the talent of Oldham's young people:
-

. The school show given at the Auditorium Friday night by school talent, was well patronized,
and proved a thorough success. Oldham can well
boast of . its talent as some of the work by the
young .folks is not surpassed by many of the
Chautauqua and Lyceum artists. If our people
want a real entertainment, they need only to
gather a few of the home folks and proceed. We
congratulate the pupils and teachers upon the
excellence of the entertainment. We await the
next.39
The Old Fashioned Mother was presented to the
people of Oldham on Tuesday, May 11.

The Oldham High

School, in presenting their third play in little over a
-

-

month, promised the show to be one of the best ever given
in Oldham followed by the statement, "That's what Maw says,"
printed ~fter the cl~im. 40
e~ery

char~tter

The paper later reported that

was Pso well portrayed as to merit the

admiration of the large audience."

The editor went on to
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relate:

"Many of the participants here experienced their
.

.

.

first stage appearance and did exceedingly well in doing
50

... 41

·

A

~eek

later, on Tuesday, May 18, the Oldham High

School senior class

pl~y,

Queen of Hearts, was performed

on the Socialist Hall . stage and advance publicity promised
it to be "a

-

clev~r,

amount of p~thos ... 42

up-to-~ate

play with just the right

The play was presented to a full

house and it was reported that the young people

did themsel~es cred.it an~ pleased the large a~dience immense1y." 43
The next amateur play in

t~e

11

Socialist Hall was

the three-act comedy, Deacon Dubbs, once again performed
by the students of Oldham High School.

The rural comedy,

originally scheduled for May 6, 1921, was postponed until
Tuesday, May 24, due to the death of a fellow classmate. 44
Walter Hanson, Gertrude Anderson, Ed Stonefield, Loren
· Thomas, Clarence

Pester~

Allan Hanson, Leah Read, Anna

George, Vera Blackstone, and Gladys Knight were listed as
cast members for the play. 45 On May 26, the following
account of the performance was printed in the Register:
The high school play Deacon Dubbs, presented
by the students of Oldham . High Tuesday evening,
.proved to be a thorough success in every way.
Ev~ry .character of the play was magnificently
portrayed and it would be unfair for us to . make
special mention of anyone of the players, unless
·it would be that of Miss Gladys Knight in the
role of . Yennie Yensen, the Swedish girl, and
her infatuation for James (Gordon Hanson), the
11

11
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hired man! With the talent of our young peop l e
and that of .some of the old er ones, Oldham
could . well arr ange a thre e-day Chauta uqua, with
possibly the secu ring of one or two outside
orators! that wo ~ld equal~ if n~~ surpass, the
high pr1ced ou ts 1de Chau tauqua.
Meanwhile, Oldham Grade Schoo l students pe r f ormed
in the short play, Helping Susan, on Tuesd ay, May 15 , as
part of their sprin g pagea nt.

The Regis ter report ed that

the entertainment wa s anot her success and

11

the l i t tle

folks and their teac hers ar e to be congra tulated upon the
fine play rendered. " 47
The young pe ople of Bellview towns hip, near Oldham,
offered the next ho me tal ent play to visit Old ham on
Friday, March 31, 192 2.

Tic kets for Jos iah•s Co urt s hip

sold for twenty-fiv e and thir ty - fi e cents with an
additional charge of twent y-fi ve ce nts for the dan ce
immediately after th e play . 48

It was later reporte d that

the produ.ct ion .. drew a goodly pat ro n age.. and provide d
twenty-eight dollar s for the ben efit of the Be11vie w bas eball cl~b. 49
Oldham · High School pres ented the play, All a
Mistake, on Friday , April 7.
been

11

The play was said to ha ve

Well rendered and a succe ss in e very particular ,

with the proceeds coming to about se~ent y-eight dolla rs ... 50
One month la ter , Old ham High Schoo l students
performed in the play Cl arenc e
12.

Decide s~

on Friday, May

The Register r eported that the pla y was perfor med
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to a

11

large audience .. and went on to relate the following

praise for the work of the stud e nts: · "While we would
like to boast each partic i pant to the skies, we must
confine our enthusiasm to a word of congratulations upon
the success of the play and the talent of the cl~ss~u 51
A large audience also attended the performance of

the Oldham High School junjor class play, Not a Man in
the House, on Friday, February 16 , 1923.

The all-girl

cast was described as "a most pleasing feature of the
evening's entertainment .. for everyone declared the play
11

to be a success ... _Finally , the Register article concluded
by stating that

When the community wants a real show,
our young people are ·equal to the task ... 52
11

The Oldham Senior High School class of 1923
presented their play, Safety First, on the evening of
Friday, May 11, 1923.

The receipts for the play exceeded

-

$120 and was given the following critique in the Register:
The high school class play, Safety First, as
presented by the senior class, at the Auditorium
last Friday night, was indeed a real treat. The
talent displayed by the cast was equal to, if not
surpassed that of many so-called professional
theatrical companies. Special mention is due
Gladys Knight in the role of the Irish servant
girl, and Glenn Lund and Walter Hanson as mischievous young husbands. Everyone who witnessed
th~ play were well satisfied.53 · .
A Christmas play performed by the students of

Oldham High School was presented on the evening of December
20, 1923.

The two-hour play included musical numbers
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between the acts.

It was reported to have drawn

11

a large

crowd 11 and that is was "truly encouraging to witness the
hearty cooperation of the people of the community support.
ing every movement which goes to benefit or improve our
fine schools." 54
The junior class of Oldham High School presented
the only play performed on - the stage of the Socialist
Hall during 1924. The play, Van Se~tles It, was performed
to provide the junior class with money to defray the
~xpenses of the May Junior-Senior Prom. 55 Robert Hanson
and Bernard Dahlen were cast in the leading roles, while
Charles Atkins, Fern Reynclds, Russell Loeich, Clifford
leonard, Alyce Reinhe, and Dorothy ~elson played the
supporting parts. 56 On Thursday, March 13, the Hall wa s
filled to near capacity and it was reported in the Reg1ster -

t hat

n

each and e ve.r yon e of the part i c i pants carr i e d we 11
-.

the character provided - him and in a manner equal to the
professional ... 57
The next amateur production performed in the
Socialist Hall did not appear for another seven years when
the Catholic Church Auxilliary of Oldham _ produced the
local

tale~t

play, What Anne Brought Home.

The play,

presented on Thursday, April 16, 1931, included Professor
-

DeNomme, Gertrude Utterbrunner, Maurine and Alvira Snyder,
Johnnie Dinges, Joe and Margaret Carmody, Ed Stonefield,
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and Maurice Loesch as cast members . 58

The play was said

..

to have been "a scream from start to · finish, and all
those who attended report a most satisfactory evening of
mirth and re~l enjoyment." 59
Following this · performance, a four year lapse
occurred in the presentation of amateur plays on the
Socialist Hall stage.

The_ Methodist Sunday School of

Oldham presented the last play to appear· in the Socialist
· Hall while it was located in Oldham.

The group presented

Welcoming the New Minister, on October 26, 1935~ 60

The

following cast list, reprinted from an advertisement for
the play appearing in the Register, gives an indication
of the type of humor involved in the play:

.

..

Belle Little
Mona Little .
· Lena Little .
Kitty Katt . .
Dinah Might
Chloe Spin .
Phyllis Upp
Winnie Mach
Vera Good
Lilly Pond . .
Adeline More .
Emma Wright .
Freide Cumings
Arabella Donna
Ida Went
Mary Lamb

. .
. .
. . .
...
. . .
.
.
. . .
.
.. ..
. . . .
.
.
0

.
.
.......
....

Viola Larson
Hazel Larson
Dorris Carmjchael
Margaret Bickett
Phyllis Benson
Jeannette Larson
Eloda Pirsch
Eveline Ahern
Aubry Bickett
Geraldine Wohlhueter
Madge Brown
Erys . Larson
Marjorie Larson
Maxine Nelson
Chester Wohlhuetg)
Marjorie Clausen

Unfortunately, the Register did not print a review
of the play following its performance by the members of
the

Methodi~t

Sunday School.
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Several reasons may be given for the disappearance
of amateur theatrical productions from the stage of the
Socialist Hall.

One reason may be the increasing popu-

larity of other forms of entertainment such as moving
pictures, dances, and roller skating.

Certainly a major

reason for the absence of high school productions following the fi.nal performance of a school play on March

13~

1924 was the completion of a new brick school building on
March 31, 1924. 62

Oldham High School students no longer

needed to use the Socialist Hall stage to perform their
class plays.

One final reason for the decrease in amateur

productions at this time may have been the economic
effects of the depression years and the curtailment of
many forms of entertainment due to a lack of money.

The

most probable reason for the lack of amateur plays is
likely a combination of all of these.

This represented

the permanent demise of local talent plays in the Socialist
Hall while it was located in Oldham.
In concluding this chapter, it can be summarized
that the students of Oldham High School presented twenty
performances of nineteen different plays, the people of
Oldham performed in five productions of four home talent
plays, the grade school in Oldham was featured in one
play.

Four different local talent plays were given by

neighboring communities of Madison, Ramona, DeSmet and
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Bellview.

A total of thirty performances of twenty-eight

different plays were performed in the Socialist Hall
during ' its existence in Oldham .

Seventeen of the amateur

plays were comedies and the remaining eleven could not be
determined as to type. ·
. The majority of the plays were presented by the
students of Oldham High School.

Following the construc-

tion of the new school building in 1924, school plays
were no longer performed in the Socialist Hall.

Declining

attendance. the increasing popularity of public dances.
motion pictures. community socials,. and roller skating
also led to a decrease in the use of the Hall as a place
to perform amateur

theatre ~

Finally, on October 26,

1935, the last play was produced on the stage of the
Socialist Hall.

Amateur productions did not return to

the building until it was moved to Prairie Village, near
Madison, South Dakota in 1970, where it is currently the
home of Prairie Repertory Theatre.
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.CHAPTER VI
PUBLIC ADDRESS, LYCEUM& AND CHAUTAUQUA
The purpose of this chapter is to provide an
-

inquiry into the various rhetorical activities that
occurred in the Socialist Hall while located in Oldham.
-

In developing this chapter, the writer wishes to find
answers to the following questions:

(1) .How was the

Socialist Hall used as a community gathering building for
public speeches

and ~ lecture~?

appearing in the Hall?

(a) .Who were the speakers

(b) .What were the circumstances

that brought the speakers to the Hall?
.

(2) How was the

.

Socialist Hall used in supporting an active lyceum program
in Oldham?
program~?

(a) _Who were the speakers in these various
(b) .What other entertainments, other than

public speakers, were included in these lyceum course??
-

{3) .What role did the Hall serve in providing the people
of Oldham with Chautauqua

program~?

·(a) .Who were the

speakers appearing in the various Chautauqua program??
(b) .what other attractions traveled with the Chautauqua
programi appearing in Oldham?
.

.

(c)

. ~ow

were these Chau-

- .

tauquas organize~? (4) .How were the above programs
.
.
received by the Oldham community?
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Before attempting to answer the above questions,
it is necessary to establish criteria for the three
.

divisions under discussion in this chapter.

public

First~

speaking will refer to those programs promoting the
.

.

.

delivery of a single speech on a given topic as the focus
or most important attraction of the event.

The speaker

may be engaged to address the audience as part of a
special occasion, meeting, or similar events.

This

discussion also includes those speakers addressing

polit~

ical, community, religious, and informational gatherings
held in the Socialist Hall9
Second, this chapter discusses the lyceum programs
brought from outside the Oldham ar ea to provide members
of the community with lecturers and entertainers as part
of a continuous educational program over a period of
.

several months.

These lyceum programs were contracted

through a professional lecture bureau and appeared in the
late fall and ended in the early spring.
Finally, the Chautauqua programs were contracted
through an outside professional agency and provided its
audiences with educational, spiritual, and cultural
enlightenment.
.

~

.

The main difference . between the lyceum and

.

Chautauqua programs was in the time of their appearances.
-

.

While lyceum courses_ were primarily held in the winter,
Chautauquas were held for five to seven days in the summer
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months.

In his book, The History of Public Speaking in

America~

Robert T. Oliver explains the differences

between the two programs:
lyceums operated in the winter, were held in
comfortable auditoriums, and while they professed
toward educating the masses, their principal
appeal . was to the social and educational elite.
Chautauquas moved from the cities out into the
rural districts~ presented its programs in tents,
traveled .in summer . mo~ths, and reached its ~
largest audiences among the poor and the poorly
educated. I
Public Address
The Socialist Hall was the sight of forty-two
public speaking events in Oldham during the scope of this
study from 1913 to 1970.
nine were

po~itical

Of those forty-two speeches,

in nature , seven were delivered as
-

-

part of national holiday observances, seven were given at
high school commencement exercises, four were historical
in content, four were delivered in connection with
organizational meetings, and three were part of evangelical meetings held in the Socialist Hall.

The remaini ng

speeches included a speech on temperance, a white slavery
lecture, one

eulogy~

several speeches concerning Oldham's

past and future, and one speech on an unknown topic.
On Saturday, October 12, 1918, Governor Peter
Norbeck was the first political speaker to appear in the
Socialist Hall.

In his last appearance in Oldham before

the 1918 election, the Register reported that the Governor
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.

was greeted by a fair crowd and delivered a "pointedlt

forcef~l and patriotic speech~" 2

The reporter went on

to relate that the Governor "is a rigid opponent of
.

.

Townleyism, the so-called Non-Partisan League, and does
not beat around the bush in making it known~"J
The Honorable Byrone S. Payne, South Dakota
Attorney General, spoke

i~

the Socialist Hall on Friday,

October 27, 1922, on the important political issues of
the day. 4 "One of the best educational speeches ever
delivered," was how the Register editor described the
speech by Attorney Knight from Sioux Falls, on May 3,
1923. 5 A. C. Townley, speaking to a good-sized audience
on Tuesday, August 21, 1923, gave suggestions on how to
make farming pay, and the Register reported that Tow nley's
talk was "interesting, to say the least." 6 The RegistJr
reportedly went to press too early to comment on the
Honorable Peter Norbeck's return appearance on Wednesday,
March 19, 1924. 7 Finally, on Sunday, September 4, 19381t
Emil Loriks, an Oldham native and candidate for Congress,
spoke at the annual Harvest dinner, sponsored by the
Catholic Ladies Auxilli~ry. 8
Several political meetings were held to gather
mass .support for presidential candidates.

The first of

these meetings held in the Socialist Hall occurred on
Saturday, March 20, 1920.

Mr. Naramore was the featured
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speaker at the Leonard Wood meeting.

The Register

reported that the meeting failed to "attract the masses"
and gave the following account regarding Naramore's
speech:
The a9dress was interesting and fair in · the
interests of General Wood's candidacy, and the
speaker refrained from mud-slinging in any
form, but voters failed to see wherein he
gained any votes for Wood. He . spoke of the
tremendous problems of the industrial situation of which we in the Northwest know little
about. He also warned against Bolshevism and
read tbe numerous items contained in the
Bolshevik program, which is sufficient to make
American blood run cold, and set the . true
American on guard to down any Bolshevik hint
or act. This despotic program. should be a
published broadcast as a warning to the .
people.9
On October 23, 1920, the Republicans held a second
political meeting and the Register reported that another
small crowd gathered to hear the speakero

The paper did

not state who the speaker was, but did report that

11

the

speaking was good and it is regretted the speaker could
not be secured at a more con~enient date." 10
The third political mass meeting held in the
Socialist Hall was in support of Henry Ford as the Democratic Presidential nominee.

On Thursday. October 18,

1923, Dr. F. Ostensachen, "an industrial and economic
expert from Chicago," spoke on behalf of Ford's candidacy.
The Editor .of the Register urged

h~s

readers to attend

since "there is always an opportunity to learn something
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at such gatherings, whether you agree with the speaker
or not~~~ 11

However, the Re gi s ter did not include a report

of the meeting in the next issue following the meeting.
Five Memorial Day and two Armistice Day speeches

-

were delivered in the Hall as part of Oldham•s celebration
of these national holidays.
part of a day-long

progra ~

These speeches were usually
i ncluding the local band,

singing, and choral readings .
The first Memorial Day speech was delivered on
May 31, 1917. As part of the day-long celebration,
Reverend C. B. Dennison delivered a 11 fitting speech for
the occasion ... 12
A parade of Boy Scouts, old soldiers, and the
fife and drum corps marched to the Socialist Hall to
begin Oldham's celebration of Memorial Day, 1918.
featured speaker was Reverend Stiles.

The

He delivered a

speech, according to the Register, "full of patriotism
and, while giving the old boys due credit, there was also
a plea for support of the young boys supporting our
country tod~y." 13
In 1920, the Socialist Hall was used for the next
Memorial Day program which was reported to have attracted
"one of the biggest crowds ever seen in Oldh~m." 14

The

Honorable .William H. Warren, from DeSmet, delivered the
address which "tended to stir the pride of Americans
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in the wonderful and glorious advancement of this free
l~nd~u15

An Armistice Day celebration was held in the Hall

-

on November 11, 1920.

Despite the cold weather and rough

roads, it was reported in the Register that a large crowd
.

.

had gathered for the afternoon program.

The following

account of the speech was _printed in the paper:
The address by Professor Atherton of Madison was
one setting forth the real spirit of .Americanism,
and the general expression of his hearers .was
that his was the best, most common sense address
heard in this community for many a day. His
expression of appreciation to the soldier boys
for their good work well done .was approved . by
a 11 both i n a p p 1 au s e and verb a·l express i on • _Hi s
varied remarks were full of the spirit . of .true
Americanism, the problems confronting us as a
nation, and their solution, and .the good spirit
in which he held his audience made his address
one of real entertainment and profit to his
hearers.l6
Professor H. B. Mathews, from South Dakota State
College, delivered the Memorial Day address in 1921.
speech, dealing with

11

His

those things in life that give us

most pleasure are those that we work hardest for, .. was
reported in the Register to have made everyone in attendance feel

11

just a little better for the inspiration

obtained from his message of joy ~nd comfort~" 17
On Armistice Day, 1921, Chaplin Squire was engaged
as the speaker for the

eve~t.

The

~egister

following ·account of his qualifications:

gave the
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Chaplain Squire will tell you all about the .
South Dakota Regiment in France and their battles.
He spent one year with them there and can tell you
.of .their battles in the Chateau-Thierry drive~
near Scissons . and in the Argonne Forest on the
field of Verdun. If you are interested io South
Dakota boys, you will enjoy this lecture. 18
The Regi.ster later reported that Chaplin Squire had
-

delivered his excellent lecture to a large and appreciative audience on19
11

Lewis W. Bicknell, a prominent lawyer from Webster,
-

South Dakota, delivered tbe Memorial Day speech for the
-

1922 observance of that holiday.

The only report of

Bicknells speaking abilities appeared in the Register
prior to his appearance.

The paper simply stated that

"Mr. Bicknell is a fine speaker and he will have something
good in store for all of us. 1120

Although an article

relating to the Memorial Day activities appeared in

th~

.next issue of the Register, no mention was made of Mr.
Bicknell's speech. 21
Oldham High School commencement addresses accounted
for 5even of the speeches delivered in the Socialist Hall.
-

-

The .first of these was delivered by Reverend Samuel
Marble on Thursday, May 26, 1916.
..

.

His speech, "The

-

Laughter of a Fool," was given before a large audience,
and· the following

~rticle

printed in the Register:

relating to the speech was
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.
Reverend Marble's speech was an interesting discourse and well adapted to the occasion. The
speaker showed unusual ability as a platform.
orator in his appearance, emotional responsiveness and a clear and distinct enunciation.22
On Friday, May 18 of the following

year~

Reverend

Marble returned to address the graduating class and the
Register reported that the Hall was "filled to the doors
-

wi t h at t e n t i ve 1 i s t e ne r s ..._ Hi s s p e e c h , ., The Co s t o f a
Character~

.. was described as a "masterpiece, and is

pronounced by his audience as a much deeper and more
thoughtful subject than the one a ye~r ~go~~~ 23
Dr. H. I. Jones delivered the 1918 Oldham High
School commencement speech on Friday, May 17.

The Register

-

reported on the activities of the evening, but, the
speaker was not named.

The Register offered the fol1owing

brief statement regarding the address:

"As to the com-

-

mencement address, we leave that to the judgment of the
hearers ... 25
There was no report of a commencement speaker for
the following year.

On Thursday, May 26, 1921, Professor

A. H. Seymour, from Aberdeen, South Dakota, delivered his
speech,

11

0oes It Pay,n to a large audience.

The speech,

dealing with education and character building, was
repo~ted

in the Register to have been ••full of inspiration

for young and old, and especially for the young folks who
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are approaching the age of self support and about to go
out as the future men and women of this country." 26
Reverend R. C. Ballard, of Madison, South Dakota,
delivered "the best address ever heard on like occasions, ..
at the Oldham High School graduation ceremony held in the
Hall on May 18, 1922. 27 The Register gave the following
account of the speaker•s abilities:
Mr. Ballard is an exceptionally pleasing and
forceful speaker, and on this occasion his
message was one_of genuine inspiration, encouragement, and advice to all who had the mentality for absorbing the true meaning of his
message.28
·
The community of Oldham was evidently pleased with
Ballard's speaking talent since he was invited to return
for the following year•s graduation exercises held on
May 28. 29
.
The involvement of the United States in World
.

War I was the topic of four speeches delivered in the
Socialist Hall.

The first speech focused on the organ-

ization of a local Red Cross chapter in Oldham.

-

delivered by Reverend Roberts, from

It was

Brookings, ~ South

Dakota, on Monday, September 10, 1917. 30
On Monday, October 1, of the same year, Reverend
C. B. Dennison spoke to a group of community people
gathered to honor those who were leaving to prepare for
ser~ice in the Armed Forces. 31
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A "Loyalty Meeting" was held in the Hall on
Thursday, May 27, 1918, and following a few musical
numbers by the Oldham band, Judge Charles Whiting delivered the speech.

The following lengthy commentary

appeared in the Register:
Charles Whiting was introduced to his
audience and immediately went into his subject
with a vim and determination that won the rapt
attention of his hearers from start to finish.
His explanation of war conditions in Europe,
the placing of the blame for the war and its
results of broken treaties on the part of
Germany, the suffering Monarch--driving the
people of those countries, and the many horrors
incident to the military rule of _Germany
and Austria, all proved conclusively that Autocracy and Democracy cannot both live and thrive
in the world with the means of transportation
bringing the nations in close contact as they
are. He also enlarged on the necessity for us
doing not only our "bit but our level best in
the support of our Government at this time and
during the remainder of the war. He also
denounced the yellow paint actions, and gave
good, sound reasons for doing so, and for any
cases of Pro-Germanism that may not be won
over with reason and kindness, _he suggested a
mode of punishment far more severe and effective than paint or tar and feathers~ that being
ostracism. All in all, the address was one of
the strongest and _best ever delivered in the
city and we believe had its effect in reaching
many minds that have been more or less indifferent to the realities of the war situation.32
11

Gun n e r 0 b s e rver Howard. s p o k e to t he p eo p 1e of
Oldham on September 28, 1918.

Mr. Howard had spoken

once before in Oldham to a small audience.

The Register

urged the people of the area to attend this return
appearance to prove that the people of Oldham are not
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pro-German. 33

The paper lat er described his talk as

and intensely interesting, and no
American should miss it.n 3 4
~clean

on~

who is an

The Oldham Commercial Club was the first of three
organizations inviting speakers to address their group in
the Socialist Hall.

On Tuesday, March 15, 1921, Professor

Atherton, fiom Madison, spoke to the club.

His speech,

encouraging the cooperation of the towns and farmers, was
said to be

11

full of encouragement, instruction, and

~a 1u a b 1 e information . "3.5
An unknown speaker

delive~ed

a lecture to the

Whitewood Farm Bureau on Wednesday, May 25, 1921.
purpose of

The ·

-

speech was to discuss the activities and
benefits of the Bureau. 36 On Thursday, April 20, of the
~his

following year, Mr. Starr, reported to be one of South
Dakota's noted speakers, was invited to speak to the
Whitewood Farm Bureau. 37
Finally, on May 19, 1932, the Farmer's Union held
a meeting in the Socialist Hall and the speaker, not nam ed
-

-

in the Register, was reported to have delivered a .. quite
interesting speech ... 38
In July, 1934, the first of three revival meetings
was held in the Hall.

-

Evangelist B. · 0. Dunn, of Garden

City, South Dakota was the main speaker of the event.
The Register described Reverend Dunn as a 11 fluent speaker
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:and presents the truths of the gospel in a most pleasing
manner." 39 A second evangelist gathering was held in
July, 1936.
called a

11

Reverend Phillip Ward, the main speaker, was

fearless speaker" by the Register and his

"exposition of the Scripture was especially interesting
and inspirational ... 40 Evangelist Ward returned to Oldham
the following September

a~d

people from Lennox, Sun

Prairie, and Tyler, Minnesota, and

0ther points" were
reported to ha~e been in attendance. 41
11

On Friday, July 18, 1919, the people of Oldham
held a homecoming celebration.

-

As part of the day's

-

activities, Lieutenant Governor W. H. McMaster was 11 one
of the most pleasing e~er heard in the city." 42 Attorney
William H. Warren was the guest speaker when Oldham celebrated its 50th anniversary on July 22, 1937. 43 Howe·: er,
the paper did not report on Mr. Warren's speech.
An audience that "filled the opera house to the
doors" on April 14, 1913, listened to an address on
temperance. Evidently a past temperance speaker did not
please some of the people in the audience and, as is
shown in the following article appearing in the Register,
this speaker was less insulting to the listeners:
The argument was largely along the line as to why
the voters should vote 11 dry" at the Tuesday election. _The address was much different from the
one given at the Lutheran Chur.ch on Sunday night
by a representative of the anti-sa loon league.
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The speaker at the opera house abused no one
and was given close att ention by all. The
speaker at the church seemed to think t .hat
personal abuse was argu me nt, his address did
not please even the temperance people.44
A short line in the Register printed on February
16~

1917, simply stated that a speech delivered in the
-

Hall on Tuesday, February 14, dealt with the

11

-

White slave

traffic." 45
-

State Chaplain Guy Squires, of Brookings, delivered a eulogy in the Socialist Hall on Monday, September
12, 1921.

-

The Register gave the following account of

the address honoring the memory of Einar V. Sorenson,

-

an Oldham native killed in World War I:
-

Chaplain Squires, a veteran of three years,
gave a v.ery fitting and appropriate address
full of patriotism _of the highest sort, and
in a most beautiful manner, eulogized the
memory of the departed and his many comrades
who made the supreme sacrifice . with him.
The address was one to bring out all the true
patriotism of any American, and cause him to
remember that those who made the real . sacrifice
for our country were not those who gave of
their money and goods only. Those, _he said,
were necessary and of inestimable value to
the boys at the front, but the true sacrifices
were those who are now _coming home in caskets
and those who must travel the remainder of
life'~ highwa ~ maimed and crippled in body
and m1nd.46
Finally, Legion Post 158 of . Oldham, invited State
Commander Leo Temmy to be the guest speaker at a public
program to include music, song, and patriotism on Tuesday,
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May 19, 1936.

Unfortunately, there is no mention of the

program and its success in the Register.
lyceum
The title

11

Lyceum" is from the grove of trees

near the temple of Apollo Lycius where Aristotle taught
yo~ng Athenians. 48 In the early 19th Century, Josiah
Holbrook, from Connecticut, began to organize local study
groups for self-improvement and literary and scientific
studye

Theodore Morrison, in his book Chautauqua, gives

the following account of Holbrook's study groups:
-

Holbrook believed that edtication was for all,
old and young, male and female, that it could be
carried on by any who would undertake it,
especially in the helpful fellowship of a group
with a common purpose. An important goal he set
for his lyceums was the improvement of the public
schools,_and a part of his motivation was moral.
He believed that mental occupation would help
keep the 9oung from common temptations, notably
alcohol.4 .
As the popularity of the lyceum programs increased,
James Redpath, of Boston, organized the most famous of the
professional lecture bureaus.

With the Redpath circuit,

lyceums made up a winter program of lectures and entertainments.50

-

The lyceum program was active in .Oldham prior to
the construction of the Socialist Hall in 1913.

The local

Socialists of the area, original owners of the Hall, were
sponsors of a lyceum course aimed at educating the people
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in the community about Socialism.

The local party had

originally planned this lyceum to be held i·n the Socialist

-

Hall, however, due to the delay in its construction, the
classes were held in a nearby church. 51 On July 18, 1913,
the Register reported that the Socialists were planning
a second lyceum course similar to the one held the
previous year. 52 Unfortu~ately, the Socialists were
'

-

forced to sell the Socialist Hall and the lyceum never
occurred.
The Oldham Band sponsored the first lyceum course
held in the Socialist Hall.

The first of four programs

featured the Hartford Male Quartet appearing on November
15, 1913.

The Register reported that the group "brought

out a large house," and the entertainment "was the best
we have heard in Oldham given under a lyceum program.'~ 53
The second attraction of the course was Charles E.
Varney, Redpath lecturer, who addressed the people of
Oldham on Saturday, December 6.

-

The Register gave the

following background information concerning Mr. Varney's
qualifications as a circuit lecturer:
Charles E. Varney has a breadth of experience,
a liberal education ~ and a genial disposition,
together with a goodly presence and a rich voice,
make him a splendid platform speaker. He has
passed through some grinding experiences in the
earlier struggles of his life. He has made a
steady rise to his present success, by sheer
force of hard work and determination.54
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The Estelle Gray Company of musical artists
appeared as the third offering of the lyceum course.
The group, performing on February 2, 1914, consisted of
Estelle Gray,
Crawford,

~an

artist of the highest rank," Miss

a pianist of fine ability," and Miss Gray's
daughter, Margaret Gray, "a reader of ability." 55 The
11

Register reported that
entertainment . 11

"t~ose

present speak highly of the

However, the article went on to explain

that owing to the fact that the Socialist Hall was cold,
part of the program was omitted. 56
A good sized audience attended the Military
Sextette, the final offering of the lyceum course held
on Thursday, April 23, 1914.

The entertainment was later

reported to be "full of action and snap, yet . . .
thoroughly refined and in keeping with the best
ethics ... 57

lyceu~.

The first entertainment for Oldham's second
lyceum course held in the Socialist Hall featured the
McCord Trio on Friday, October 30, 1914.

Appearing

before a large audience, the group was reported to have
been a "no~el attraction." 58 The Music Makers Quartet
made up the second attraction of the course held on
Thursday, January 14, 1915 and was later said to have
"pleased a large a~dience ... 59 On Tuesday, February 16,
the Regimental Quartet appeared as the third bill of the
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lyceum.

The quartet also entertained a large audience
and "ga~e ~ery general satisfaction." 60 The last entertainment of the series was held on Thursday, March 19,
1915.

Due to the lack of advertising, a small audience

showed up to hear Miss Marjorie Lacey•s entertainment.
No information could be found on the type of entertainment
offered by Miss Lacey, but the Register did report that it
was the "best entertainment of the kind ever given in
Oldham." 61
The next Oldham lyceum course offered its first
entertainment on Wednesday, October 27, 1915, and featured
comic impersonator John B. Ratto.

It was later reported

that Mr. Ratto•s performance was well attended and "as
an impersonator, he ranks among the best." 62 The S€.cond
entertainment for the course was the Panama Singers wt:o
performed to a large audience on Monday, No~ember 23. 63
The Orphean Quartet offered the third course of the
lyceum program on Thursday, March 23, 1916.

It was

reported that enough tickets had been sold to cover
expenses and all the money -received for the next two
numbers would be given to the Oldham community band. 64
The last lyceum course consisted of Enid Tellotson,
soprano and violinist; lone De Marcus, violinist and
reader; and Lucile Sterling Price, pianist and saxophonist.
The trio performed on Saturday, A~ril 1, 1916. 65
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The Musical Guardsmans consi.sting of

11

Six wide-

awake men of real musical ability .. appeared in the
Socialist Hall on Saturdays November 15, 1916.

This was

-

the first of five entertainments offered in · the fourth
Oldham ly~eum course held in the Socialist Ha11. 66 The
Register later repor ted that the entertainers drew a
large crowd and "pleas ed a11 ... 67 Two Chautauqua entertainers, Miss Faith Sheldon and Miss Beulah May Stewarts
offered the lyceum audience vocal soloss violin duetss
and dialogues on Wednesdays November 22, 1916. 68
Declared by Adrian Newenss official coach of the Redpath
Bureaus

11

to be the best three-person attraction ever

organized by this great bureaus

11

the Concert Entertainers

performed for a large audience on Wednesday, December 6,
1916. 69 The Homeland Male Quartet appeared as the next
class in the course on Thursdays January 18, 1917.

Once

again the Register reported that their work 11 Was good and
we belie~e pleased all present ... 70 The fourth offering
in the course featured the Merilee Ladies Quartet on
Thursdays February 22, 1917.

The groups boasting of songs

sung in complete costumes, was reported in the Register
t 0 h ave p 1e.a s e d t he ma j 0 r i t y 0 f the au d i en c e . 7 1 The
II

last class of the lyceum series brought the

II

11

Country _

fiddler, .. Charles R. Taggert to the Socialist Hall stage
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on March 2, 1917. 72

However, the Regjster made no

mention of this performance in its next issue.
The Oldham High School basketball team sponsored
the next lyceum program.

The Famous Ladies Quartet, from

the Brown Entertainment Course, offered . the first attraction of the series on Friday, November

9~

1917.

It was

described by the Register_ as "excellent entertainment ... 73
The final two numbers included a reader and impersonator,
Miss Ruth Runner, on Friday, November 23, 74 and the
Monarch Male Trio on Friday, February 1, 1918. 75 The
Register did not report on either of the programs following their performances.
The Spanish influenza caused the second Oldham
High School lyceum course to be postponed.

However , on

-

Friday, November 29, 1918, the Westminister Entertainers
performed. 76 R. L. Kemple delivered a lecture on Thursday, December 19, 1918, 77 followed by the Orchestral
Trio on Thursday, January 19, 1919. 78
The next lyceum began on Friday, November 27,
1920 with the Chicago Recital Company.

Tickets for the

-

five class lyceum could be purchased for two dollars
from Oscar Nelson at the First National Bank and entitled
the holder to all fi~e programs. 79 J. Franklin Babb, "a
lecturer of renown, with a message of human interest,"
was the second offering of the co~rse. 8 °

Following his
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appearance on Wednesday, January 15, 1921, the Register
printed the need for local support of such - a program:
-

-

The lecture was one .of the best ever delivered
in . Oldham, and he handled his subject, 11 The
100 Per Cent Man, 11 to the entire satisfaction
and great pleasure of his small audience. Every
man, woman and child in the community should
have heard this lecture. Just why the people
of the community do not patronize this course is
beyond our comprehension. The promoters are
business people -of the town, who are interested
in clean entertainmen~ _ for the public, and yet
no encour agement is given them for their e~~orts.
Do the people prefer vulgar entertainmen~?
The Dixie Girls,

an aggregation of musical artists,"
entertained on Thursd~y, February 17, 1921, 82 and were
11

followed by the Chamberlain Company on Tuesday, March 8,

1921~ 83

The final attraction of the course was scheduled
.
for April 17. 84 However, no evidence was found concerning the nature of this entertainment.
After a four year absence, Oldham Legion Post 158
revived the lyceum classes with four attractions beginning
-

with the Golden Gate Company on Wednesday, November 4,
1925.

The group consisted of an instrumental quinte t

featuring string instruments and Hawaiian music, as well
as semi-classical, popular American and European
numbers. 85 On Tuesday, No~ember 24, 1925, the MacDowell
Concert Company was scheduled to entertain with "high
class music and song." 87 Two Fellows and a Girl, a three
act comedy, was performed on Friday, December 18, 1925. 88
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Finally, on

Thursday~

March 25, 1926, Captain Joseph A.
-

Cooper was scheduled to deliver a speech entitled "The
Supreme Test of Ci~ilization." 89
Following the Legion lyceum course, the people
of Oldham did not sponsor another educational course
from a professional booking agency.

Like the professional

..

dramatic and variety touring

companies~

lyceum courses

-

in small, rural towns fell victims to the moving-picture,
dances, and socials.

-

Improved and faster transportation

also allowed the residents of smaller towns to seek out
their own entertainment without relying on an outside
bureau to bring them culture and education.
Chautauqua
Robert T. Oliver, in his book, History of Public
Speaking in America, writes that in 1874, "a new era in
American lecturing . commenced when John H. Vincent con-

verted a Summer School study course into the Sunday
School Institute and Open Air Camp Meeting." 90 Oliver
goes on to state:
• • • following the success of the courses at
Lake Chautauqua, New York, Chautauqua _Scientific
and Literary Circles were started in various
cities and towns. In 1904, Keith Vawter _joined
with Vincent to organize a system of traveling
Chautauquas. Two years later, the _VincentVawter plan was in full stride convincing small
towns that a Chautauqua in their community would
instill a sense of pride among its citizens.91
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lyceum managers attempted to merge with the
Chautauquas in order to cooperate for better management
and efficiency.

However, the Chautauqua people wanted

their own dates and choice of talent. · Theodore Morrison
reports that a merge did not occur until Vawter, already
a partner in the popular Redpath Lyceum Bureau, eventually
devised a plan that made circuit Chautauqua a success. 92
- The system involved sending tents along with the
traveling companies so that the Chautauquas could be set
up almost anywhere without relying on local accomodations.
-

Within a few years, according to Oliver,

11

an audience

-

of over four million in ten thousand communities attended
these summer programs in a single ye~r ... 93 One of these
communities was Oldham, South Dakota.
1916
Oldham's first Chautauquas were held in the
.
port_a ble tents provided by the Bureau until the year
1916.

The first three days of this particular Chautauqua,

beginning on June 20, were reported to be so successful
that a larger tent had to be requested in order to
accomodate the expected large audiences for the remaining
three days of the progr~m. 94

On June 23, 1916, the

Register reported that the first tent had been torn in
a storm and would no longer shelter the audiences from
the sun and wind.

The remainder of the program was moved
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into the Socialist Hal1. 95

The larger tent never arrived

and the Chautauqua program finished its last three days
inside the Socialist Hal1. 96
Appearing in the tent for the first three days
were Mr. Tolbert MacRae and Miss Vida Briggs, of Drake
University; Manker•s Imperial Orchestra; lecturer Leslie
S. Farnum; and Mary Lucil1e Hitchcock's reading of "The
Melting Pot.n 97 The remaining three days of the Chautauqua, held in the Hall, included the following entertainers:
Clayton H. Staples, artist; the Quivira Quartet, from
-

Wichita, Kansas; the Eight University Girls and Martha
Mork. 98
The June 30 issue of the Register printed the
following report written by the Oldham Chautauqua Committee concerning the success of the program:
We wish to thank each and everyone of you
who purchased season tickets, and in this way
have made this year's Chautauqua a financial
success, and insured for Oldham and surrounding country an annual Chautauqua. We wish to
thank those of you who did not purchase season
tickets but attended a part of the time. And
to those who did not attend we wish to say
that we are sorry we could not have you with
us, and we hope that you will allow us this
pleasure in 1917.
We believe it.will be a pleasure to you to
notice that we have a balance of $86.45. This
money does not belong to the men who were in
back of the Chautauqua; it does not belong to
the businessmen of Oldham, but it belongs to
each and everyone of you who, by your presence
at one of the meetings, showed - your interest in
Chautauqua work. As this fund grows, it will
be used to secure better talent until we have
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the finest Chautauqua in the country. No part
of this fund will be used for any other line
or work, but it will be used for Chautauqua
work only.
From the remarks that have been heard . on
the streets and elsewhere it seems that everyone is greatly _pleased with the line of entertainment we have had, which we are certainly
very glad to hear. We feel that the Chautauqua
people were absolutely sincere when they said
that we had as attractive and as appreciative
audiences in Oldham as they had anywhere, and
we are proud of the fact that we have secured
larger crowds and hav~ made more of a financial success than most towns twice the size
of Oldham do with their Chautauquas.
On account of tbe general satisfaction
which the course gave, we have signed up with
_the company for a course for 1917. All of the
old officers were reelected for the coming
year, and those men will be glad to receive
and will carefully consider any suggestions
which any one may make in regard to improving
any part of the Chautauqua or the handling of
it.
We wish to tha~k you again for your
attendance and trust that we may have you _with
us next year, at which time we hope to have an
even better line of entertainment.99
In another articJe appearing in the same issue of
the-Register, the following financial report was submitted
to the people of Oldham:
_Adult Tickets
Total number received from Company
Returned to Company
Balance on hand
Total sold
Children's Tickets
Total number received from Company
Returned to company
Balance on hand
Total sold
Total amount of season tickets sold

499
209
"290
30

260

$520.00

100
79

2T
8

-rr

$ 13.00

$533.00
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Receipts
Season Ticket Sales
One-half of all single admissions
Disbursements
Paid to .Jones Chautauqua Company
Tuoing and use of Piano
Advertising and postage
Material for wiring tent
Broken and damaged chairs
Decorating platform
Balance

$533.00
$207.98
$740.98
$600.00
$ 13.00
$ 15.02
$ 13.08

s- 1o.oo

$ 5.71
$ 86.45100

$740.98

It was also reported that of the $86.45 balance, $25.00
was sent to the Jones Chautauqua Company as part payment
on the 1917 course, and the remaining $61.45 was placed
in a local bank to draw interest. 101
1917
A letter from the Jones Chautauqua Company
-

received in April 1917, informed the local organizers
that a new addition to the program would be included in
the upcoming Chautauqua.

The letter stated that a

-

"competent Junior Supervisor will arrive on the opening
day and immediately begin the work of organizing the
children ... 102 Theodore Morrison gives the -following
reasons for including a Junior Supervisor in the Chautauqua program:
A very important figure, often called the
Junior Gjrl, was the young woman who organized
the activities for the children. Part of her
function was to prevent disruption. Small
boys in front rows could be formidable sources
of disturbances, and in any case the managers
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wanted to reserve seats near the platform for
the aged and deaf. But the Junior Girl did
much more than merely keep young fry from
making trouble. She told stories to groups,
often coached her charges to produce a lastday pageant . on a theme of patriotism or health
or local government, to the admiration of the
parents. 103
.
.

The Junior Supervisor, Miss Johnson, was sent to
Oldham for the June ·1917 Chautauqua.

Miss Johnson

-

.

organized various activit1es for the different age groups,
including story plays and singing games for five-to-eightyear-old boys; folk and aesthetic games for nine-to-elevenyear-old boys and girls.

The boys over eleven years of

age participated in athletic and team games during the
day.

The week's work was then organized into a community
.

pageant on the evening of the fifth day.

The title of

the program was "Progress--The Child of Time, .. and was
written by Miss Nina B. Lamkin, of Chicago,

especia~ly

for the Jones Chautauqua. 104
Prior to the opening of the six-day event in June,
it was reported in the Register that the local booste r s
had managed to persuade the Jones Chautauqua Company to
hold the program in the Socialist Hall rather than erecting a tent for the occasion.

The Register reported .that

in doing so it "does away with all the unpleasantness
caused by high winds and rain when the tent is used." 105
The program began on Friday, June 22, with a
concert by the Apollo Male Quartet and an evening lecture
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by Professor W. J. Durant.

Saturday's events opened with

a musical program by the Ruby Mcintyre Concert Company
-

.

followed by an interpretive recital by Milton James
-

Sliter.

Dr. Earl ·Douglas Holt delivered an inspirational
lecture in the evening to close the second day. Sunday,
-

June 24, started with Bland's Five Melody Kings providing
musical entertainment during the day and James Hardin
-

Smith delivering a speech in the evening.
-

On the fourth

day, Rolla W. Kimsey delivered a lecture called

11

Birds

I Have Met," in the aft_e rnoon, and Thomas McC 1ary spoke
to the Chautauqua audience in the .evening.

Following a

concert by the Famous Alpine Tyrolocan Yodlers and Singers,
a lecture recital was given by Oscar Franklin Davis on
the afternoon of

Tuesday~

June 26.

pageant ended Tuesday's programw

The young people's
The Chautauqua concluded

with two concerts performed by Nicola's Old Colonial
Orchestra and Band. 106
The Register reported that the Chautauqua had been
both a financial and entertainment success.
singled out the successful
Mcintyre Company, Bland's

~rograms

-

The article

-

given by the Ruby · :_

Melody Kings, the Alpine

Fiv~

-

Yodlers, and the lectures delivered by Milton J. Sliter,
Earl D. Holtz, James Hardin Smith, and the .. birdman,"
Walla W. Kimsey.

The article went on to report that
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"while some of the programs were not as good as may have
been, the course as a whole is pronounced the best ever
given in Oldham ~"

107

A financial report of the ticket

sales and expenses was not printed in the Register for
the year's Chautau qua.
1918

On Friday, March 22, Mr. Rhode, circuit manager
for the Redpath-Vawter Chautauqua Company, was in Oldham
showing the local promoters the program scheduled to
begin on June 16. 108 Theodore Morrison provides the.
following explanation of the management pyramid associated
with the circuit Chautauquas:
Circuits developed their hierarchy of personnel with its a~propriate nomenclature. At
the top of the pyramid was the bureau manager
and owner. His booking agent would arrive in
town, scout for one or more prominent citizens,
and persuade them to form a committee and sign
a contract. An advance man would appear to
c h e c k o n t he s a 1e of s e as on t i c k e t s .and,. t h.e
prospects of _the guarantee. A platform manager
would take over the immediate running of the
program and try before it came to an end, often
by high-pressure, last minute salesmanship, to
book a renewal for the following year.l09
The Register advertised that the 1918 Chautauqua
would be 11 five big days of the best entertainment, . inspir-

ing and informative addresses, built to meet the needs
of the hour in which we li;e.~ 110

The entertainment

included a patriotic program by the White Hussars, Packard
the Cartoonist, the Athena Players, the Roumanian
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Orchestra and the Melting Pot Company, presenting
"Zangwill's immortal drama of American citizenship." 111
Lectures on the program were E. T. Austin, "with a great
lecture on brains; .. Dr. James Gordon,
of Washington;" Mr. Opie Read,
-

11

11

the fighting parson

celebrated American

-

novelist;" Judge Schoonover, "with a stirring message from
Kansas;" and finally,

11

an experienced fighter from the

front who will tell the true story of the Great Conflict ... 112

The Register did not provide a report on the

last speaker.
The Register declared the Chautauqua of 1918 a
success with the promoters and boosters signing up for
another year . 113 A complete financial report was printed
in the paper and showed the following information:
Receipts
Balance from last year
One year interest at 5 per cent
Season ticket sales
10 per cent o{- single admissions
Disbursements
Vawter 60 per cent of season tickets
One-half of hall rent
Postage on Chautauqua heralds
Flag and bunting for decorating hall
Balance on hand

$ 150.91
$
7.55
$ 817.00
$ 36.43
$1011 ~89

$ 735.30
$

30.00

$
2.87
$ 16.50
$ 227.22

$1o11.89 11 4

The balance of $227.22 was once again put into the bank
to draw interest to be used in the securing of the next
. . -.
115
yearts_ Chautauqua program.
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1919

One of the headline lecturers for the 1919 RedpathVawter Chautauqua in Oldham was William Forkell, described
as a

11

Whirlwind orator ...

The following article, printed

in the Register, explained the reasons for Mr. Forkell's
reputation:
During the seventy-day period beginning September l,_Forkell made 108 speeches for the United
States Government. In the Seventh Federal Reserve
District, comprising of the states Illinois,
Wisconsin, and Iowa, he had the distinction of
addressing more audiences and a greater number of
people than any other public speaker. Through
his efforts more than $5,000,000 was raised for the
Liberty Loan. 116
A second article in the Register describes another
orator who appeared in the 1919 Oldham Chautauqua, the
Honorable Cyclone Davis, statesman from Texas:
-

_When J. H. Davis takes his seat as Representative in the House, for a district of Texas, he
will take his place also in the Congressional
Directory, and immediately after his name will
appear the "Cyclone ... Known as _this to his
friends who elected him, Mr. Davis, the cyclonic,
desires so to be known to posterity. Joy to hi m.
He stands six feet four in his lightest
hosiery, and his whiskers are more luxuriant than
the pink· •uns of Jim Ham Lewis and more irresistible than the growth hedging in the fine features
of the recalcitrant Justice Hughes. He has reestablished the precedent set by "Alfalfa Bill"
Murray, of Oklahoma~ and it is ardently hoped
that the practice will spread East and North and
South.
We are all friends, and what is a nick-name
between friends, except a . symbol of good will
and_affection. His absolute scorn for the modern
conventions of society and his many little
eccentricities furnished him _with a good deal of
coverage in newspapers all over the country. 17 ·
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-

The remainder of the five-day program included
1e c t u r e s by Dr . Hi 1ton I r a Jon e s ~ " one o f -the N-at i o n • s
great scientists, .. and Raymond B. Tolbert, "with a vital
message on 'The Hour of Democracy.• ..

Entertainment

featured in the 1919 Chautauqua included impersonator

V. E. Watkins, Dunbar's Famous White Hussars, the
Montague Light Opera

Sing~rs,

the Belgian Orchestra, the

Rookie Q~artet, and the A~burn Company. 118
Mr. Forkell's address was described in the
Register as "an inspiration to all Americans. 11119 There
-

was no mention of Cyclone Davis' speech or of the other
-

lecturers in the Re~~!~ article. However, the usual
favorable comments were afforded the Auburns, the
Montague Company, and the White Hussars.

The article

went on to say that a partial contract had been

signe~

for

the following year, allowing the local promoters to cancel
-

any time prior to November 1.

The editor of the Register

concluded his article by stating:

-

beli~ves

"Personally, the writer

the Chautauqua to be a good thing, but if the

general public is opposed

t~

it, we say cut it out for a

ye~r ... 120

1920
In February, 1920, the local committee was reported
in the Register to have received information from the
Redpath-Vawter Chautauqua Company that Oldham's Chautauqua
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would begin on Saturday, June 19, 1920, 121 indicating
that· the Chautauqua had survived at least .one more summer
in Oldham.

By the end of February, the Redpath-Vawter

Company had sent its field manager, J. A. Roberts to work
with the local committee in setting up the summer program.122.

It was also reported that the course had been

bought outright from the _company.

As a result, the local

committee would get the full amount of the single admission ticket, rather than ten per cent of the sales as
occ~rred pre~iously. 123
The 1920 Chautauqua program was scheduled for
June 19-23, and included four

speakers~

four musical

· ..

programs, one impersonator, and one full length play,
The Elixer of Youth. 124

The promotional material appear-

ing in the Register stated that a two-dollar season t:cket
would buy its holder "joy, inspiration, and refreshment ...
11

-

Joy" would be provided in the performances of the comic

play and impersonator.

11

Inspirati00 11 would come from the

-

lectures delivered by economist Frank Dixon, Lou J •
.

.

Beauchamp, Elwood T. Bailey, and Abel Cantu.

11

Refreshment 11

consisted of the Mallebay Concert Company, the New York
Glee Girls, and the return of the Dixie Girls. 125
On June 24, 1920, following the close of the
Chautauqua, the Register reported that Lou J. Beauchamp
was replaced

by

"another popular and able speaker .. since
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Mr. Beauchamp had died a few days prior to his scheduled

d~te in Oldh~m. 126

The article did not pro~ide any

information on his replacement.
The Register reported that Frank Dixon's speech
·was

11

-

greeted by a large and attentive audience and

inspired better citizenship : and honest politics."

In

the same article, Elwood T. Bailey's lecture was described
as

11

appealing,

pleasing."

impressive~

instructive, and delightfully

Professor Abel Cantu's lecture,

11

Mexico

Today," was also reported to be informative," presenting
facts heretofore unknown to the a~erage citizen." 127
Once again, the entertainment portion of the Chautauqua
was found to be practically faultless and received the
usual favorable remarks. However, in a separate article
printed in the Register, it was reported that

"sentim Z~ nt

does not seem strongly favorable to a Chautauqua for ·
next year." 128 This lack of enthusiasm could have been
attributed to the fact that the local Chautauqua boosters
realized a deficit of $163.97 following the close of the
event.

To make up the

def~ciency,

the committee decided

to levy an assessment of $4.50 on each backer of the
program.

The following financial

report~

showing the

deficit, was printed in the July 8, 1920 issue of the
Register:
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Receipts
Season ticket sales
Single admission gate receipts
Total receipts

$ 621.50
$ 501 .86

$1123.36

Disbursements to date
Paid to Vawter Chautauqua Company
$1100.00
$ 23.36
10 per cent U.S. revenue
$ 112.33
Oldham city band for concerts
$
75.00
$ 187.33
Casb on hand
~ 1~~:~~129
Leaving a deficiency of
A Chautauqua program did return to Oldham the
following summer .

However, for unknown reasons, the
-

program was returned to the portable tents provided by
the Redpath-Vawter Chautauqua Com~any~

130

This brought

an end to the active Chautauqua programs neld in the
Oldham Socialist Hall.
In summary, it can be concluded that the Oldham
Socialist Hall played an important role in providing

~he

community of Oldham with a gathering place to hold public
-

rhetorical activities .

A total of forty-two public

-

address events were held in the Hall from 1913 to 1921,
including nine political speeches, seven speeches delivered on national holidays, ·seven Oldham High School
commencement addresses, four World War I lectures, four
organizational speeches and three religious lectures . . The
remaining speeches included a variety of topics and one
.

-

.

eulogy delivered at a memorial service held for one of
Oldham•s young men killed in World War I.
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The Socialist Hall was also the site of eight
active lyceum courses offered to the people of Oldham.

The first of these programs was held in the Socialist
Hall on November 15, 1913, and the last class was
offered on March 25, 1926.

Sponsors for the various

lyceums, contracting with professional lecturing bureaus,
included the Oldham city band, the Oldham High School
basketball team and the Legion Post 158 of Oldham.
Five Summer Chautauqua programs were held in the
Socialist Hall between the years 1916 and 1920.

Two

Chautauquas were contracted through the Jones Chautauqua
Company and the remaining three were brought to Oldham
through the Redpath-Vawter Chautauqua Company.

Originally,

the Chautauquas were held in tents provided by the circuit
agencies.

However, when a storm ruined one such tent in

1916, the remainder of the program was moved into the
Socialist Hall and continued to be held there for the
next· four summers until 1921 when the Chautauqua program
returned to the portable tents.

The first four Chau-

tauquas held in the Hall were a financial success for local
boosters, but the last program realized a deficit for the
backing committee.

Following the financial loss, the

Chautauqua began its decline as a popular attraction
providing the town of Oldham with professional, instructional, and cultural programs.
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The majority of the speakers and entertainers
0

.

appearing in the Socialist Hall received favorable
comments concerning their lectures and performances.
0

•

These comments may have been made as part of a promotional
plan on the part of the Register's editor in order to
maintain the popularity of such events.

The editor of the

-

Register, after giving hi_s usual report following a
lecture, frequently commented on the necessity of such
programs in a community such as Oldham.
Speeches, lyceum courses, and Chautauquas, like
other forms of live entertainment appearing in small
towns during the first quarter of the Twentieth Century,
could not compete with the moving-pictures and the
.
improved transportation systems allowing the peopl~ in
small towns to travel to the larger cities.

Thus, a

slow decrease in such events occurred in the Oldham
Socialist Hall, and its importance as a gathering place
for the community to enjoy educational, cultural, and
inspirational enlightenment soon disappeared.
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CHAPTER -vI I
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
The purpose of this chap ter is to conduct an
inquiry into those community activities taking place in
the Oldham Socialist Hall not discussed in the previous
chapters.

The Oldham Register went out of business on

April 11, 1946, and the Lake Preston Times was used as a
resource for the years 1946 to 1970.

It was discovered

that the Socialist Hall was the site of over four
hundred variou s community activities when it was not being
utilized by the different professional touring companies,
amateur theatric al productions , and rhetorical events.
Since there is a good deal of repetition in the
activities discussed in this chapter, it is felt that a
topical discussion will provide a clearer understanding of
-

the various community events.

Moving-pictures, dan ces,

socials and suppers, community entertainments, celebrations, school activities, and athletic events will be
discussed respectively.

Those activities taking place in

the Socialist Hall that do not fall under those particular
headings will be included at the end of this chapter
under a separate heading of miscellaneous activities.
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- Moving-Pictures
The first moving-picture was shown in the Socialist Hall on Thursday, July 3, 1913. 1

It was presented by

a company renting the Hall for the purpose of showing
films on a regular basis.

The Jewell Theatre Company

first offered movies every Thursday and Friday·nights. 2
This was later changed

t~

every Monday night as the use

of the Hall on Friday nights by other groups was more
popular.

The following is an example of the early _ films

offered in the Socialist Hall:
The Jewell Theatre Company will show the
following subjects here Monday night: The
First Settlers , by Edison; Red Wing anCJirale
't'ac e , a n . I n man s t or y ; Tr a i n e d Erepti an t s ;
Twixt Love and Ambition; and the comedy,
Profess or and Lady.3
The Jewell Theatre Company continued to show its
films in the Hall until it was discovered by the owners
of the Hall that Fred Wohlhueter, manager of the Socialist
Hall, had purchased the old opera house on Main Street.
He went into business for himself and activities in th e
Socialist Hall came to a near standstill between April
'

.

and November, 1914.

When the owners discovered what was

taking place, it was soon announced that Charles
McAllister would assume the management and show movies
several nights a week. 4 .
Shortly after his arrival, Mr. McAllister purchased a new power picture machine for the Socialist Hall
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and the movies, shown every Monday, were known as "Mack's

Mo~ies." 5

An advertisement appearing in the Register

one month after Mr. McAllister took over as manager
boasted that the new projector cou ld hold two thousand
feet of film. The following claim was made in the
advertisement :
When you see our pictures you will know that
our big Power Cameraifraph is at work. No jumping. No flickering. Clear as day. Largest
machine on the market today and it is operated
entirely by electric power.6
Charles McAllister did not offer all of his
movies simply for profit.

It was reported in the Register

that on February 5, 1915, he had generously offered onehalf of the proceeds to Oldham High School . 7 Mr.
McAllister also offered free movies to his patrons to
show his appreciat ion for their support of his movies.
-

At several of thes e free movies , a collection was taken
at the door and on one such occasion. it was reported
that 126.59 was collected for the Red Cross. 8
The generosity of Mr. McAllister's actions did
not go unnoticed.

The editor of the Register printed

several articles complimenting the manager of the Hall

.

for providing the people of Oldham .with big city films
.
and giving his patrons the best possible entertainment
po~'ible

regardless of cost.

One such article appeared

in the Register on February 28, 1918:
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It is entire1y fitting, we believe, to just
now compliment the people of Oldham · on the
excellence of their entertainment service in
respect to the Auditorium movies, and the accompanying music, but their desire is to be second
to none and that desire is now fully realized
by the addition this week of a big, new electric
Dagon Una Fon costing upwards of $300, the only
one in -the state of the large pattern.
McAllister is showing pictures that are shown in
city theatres, and with .their superior music,
are now producing a class of entertainment that
many of the big town~ may well envy. This .is
not an advertisement. The editor feels that
Mac is duly entitled to this compliment for the
progress he has made in br~n~ing · his place to
its present high stand~rd.
Adventure and war movies such as The War Corres-

pon d en t s_, Un c 1 e S am at Wo r k , Bat t 1 e s of a Nat i o n , My
Country First, When the Germans Invaded Beloium, The
Eagle's Eye, and To Hell With the Kaiser were the most
popular films show in the Hall.

Of all the films shown

in the Hall. Civilization, shown on February 12, 1917,
-

received the greatest amount of advance publicity in the
Register:
Submarine warfare, which, with all its
terrors, has been brought to the very gates of
America by the underwater fighting crafts is
vividly picture in Thomas Ince•s million
dollar cinema spectacle . which comes to the
opera house for one day. When Mr. Ince produced the wonderful spectacle - showing a submarine in action, and the sinking of a great
ocean liner loaded with women and children,
little did he dream that the European powers
would carry this sensational method of sea
fighting almost to the _shores of this country.
Newspapers recently have been . filled with the
details of sinking . ships by submarines along
the Atlantic coast. In Civilization this
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terrific warfare' is pictured with hair-raising
realism. The European countries, by bringing
this conflict to this side of the ocean · have
turned press agent for this production. 10
Mr. McAllister continued to bring popular films to
the people of Olham until 1920, when the building was sold
to the Oldham Legion Post 158.
new movie house known as the

Frank Hyde had opened a

"Strand,~

and this need for

the Hall ended.
Dances
The most popular activity taking place in the
Socialist Hall was certainly the many community dances
held there.

The Register and Times show that 262 dances

were sponsored in the Hall.

More dances may have taken

place in the Hall since some were reported after they had
take.n place.
Of the many dances held in the Hall, it seems that
four general

catego~ies

emerge:

(1) .Those dances held on

c e r t a·; n h o 1 i d a y s or b as e d o n a s p e c i a 1 t h em e ; ( 2 ) .t ho s e
dances that were simply advertised as being

11

Friday"

or "Saturday" dances; (3) .old time dances; and (4)
wedding dances.

The dances that were carefully planned,

usually for the holidays such as Easter, Thanksgiving,
and Christmas, were sponsored by different community
organizations.

Some of these dances became annual events

and were sponsored by groups such as the Knights of
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Columbus, Legion Post 158, and the volunteer fire
department.
The seventy-eight dances placed into the first
category followed the usual format described in the
Register: .
. To inspire patriotism, . Oldham Post lsa ·will
give .. this annual Poppy-Dri ~ ve dance. As the
legion Auxilliary is making this their banner
poppy year, the post ·is taking this means of
helping to put it over big.
You will dance in the most beautiful hall
you have danced in this year. Flags, lots of
them, bunting~ poppies, and brilliant lights
will make the hall a perfect dreamland. It
will be worth the price of a ticket just to see
the hall. Nothing will be left undone to please
the dancing public. Come out and see what a
.rea 1 1 i v e gang can do .
Music by Mike•s six piece orchestra. Supper
at the George Hotel. Dance tickets $1.10 and
includes a poppy. Male spectators twenty-five
. cents. Don•t forget the date!
As an added attraction, twelve of these

11

specia l

theme 11 dances were masquerade balls and prizes were
awarded for various categories of costumes.
Twenty dances were advertised as "old time 11
dances and usually attracted the older members of the
community.

The dances featured orchestras specializing

in playing music of the "days gone by.

11

The first of

these dances, held on Friday evening, January 31, 1919,
was advertised in the following manner:
We "boys and girls of the older school are
going to have our 11 fling 11 at the Auditorium
Friday night. The kids . and their modern dances
have "beat our .time," but we are Qoing to show
11
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th em that we .can · come back and have just as
good a time as they do. No bun ny hugs,
turk ey trots, or wiggle dances goe s here.
Just the plain, old style manner of a decade
ago, when spooning was left as a parlor
past ime. 12
Th e old timers attending did not dance to just the
old tim e numbers.
that

11

It was later re ported in the Regis t er

form e r ballroom stars reviewe d the stunts of

several y ears back, and some even be ing more enthusiastic
enough to try out the modern ste ps [ s i cJ. 1113
Tw elve wedding dances we r e held in honor of
newlyweds in the community.

These dances were usually

free to t he public and open to a l l .

Some of the couples

holding wedding dances in the Ha ll were Mr. and Mrs.
Bickett, Mr. and Mrs. Donald Tr ip p , Mr . and

Mrs ~

Ellsworth

Borah, Mr . and Mrs. Louis Loe sch , and Mr. and Mrs. Edwa r d
Murphy.
The r emaining 132 ad ve rtised dances sponsored by
the variou s
"Friday" an d

owner~
11

and manage r s of the Hall were the
Saturday 11 nig ht dances. The first of th ese

took plac e on May 2, 19 13, as t he grand opening dance fo r
.

Oldham's newest opera house.
throughou t the

histo~y

14

These dances took place

of th e Hall in Oldham.

One of the

most popu lar entertainers t o pe rform in Oldham at one of
these danc es was

11

Mr . Mus i c Maker, .. Lawrence Welk.

Evidently, his f ir s t appearance in the Socialist Hall was
important in decidi ng the future of Mr. Welk's musical
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career.

In his autobiography, Wunnerful, Wunnerful, the

following story explains Mr. Welk's first - experience in
Oldham in 1924:
One day we drove into the town of Oldham,
South Dakota, and saw a poster advertising Mike
Gibbs and his orchestra playing at a dance that
night. Frank and I showed up early, partly to
hear the band and partly in the hope we could
get ourselves hired.
The hall was jammed. I stood at the foot
of the bandstand tapping my foot in rhythm with
the orchestra, wishing desperately that ! . were
playing in it, too. Finally, when Mr. Gibbs
looked my way I blurted, Uh • • . I play the
accordion. Could I play with your orchestra
for a little bit?" He looked at me for a
moment and then · grinned and nodded. I dashed
outside to the car, grabbed my accordion, . and
rushed back into the .hall where I sprang up on
the platform and began to play with every
flourish and run I had ever learned, and, as I
had been taught in my Strasburg days, with all
the stops out. The crowd seemed to enjoy it.
I played a few solos to thunderous applause,
and I was so delighted with my reception that
I half expected Mr. Gibbs to offer me a job.
But as I was putting my accordion back in its
case at intermission, I overheard the trumpet
player say to one of the other musicians, Boy!
If I had to play with an accordion player like
that, I'd rather quit the business1
:
I felt sick. I finished putting my
accordion away and snapping the case shut, but
everything suddenly seemed unreal. I couldn't
quite believe what I had just heard, but when
the trumpet player came out into the hallway
from his dressing room and saw me standing
tbere, he looked so embarrassed I knew he meant
every word he said.
His words .had far more effect on me than
anything my father had ever said, far more than
the constant turn downs and long stretches of
unemployment of the preceding months. For the
.first time in my life I lost confidence in my
ability to play. 15
11

11

11

185

The morning after the

dance~

Welk decided that he

would stay in the music business and decided to learn to
read mus ic and play the correct chords. 16 Welk later
returned to play several dances in Oldham and other opera
houses and ballrooms in the area.

As he became better

and more experienced, Welk traveled to larger cities and
played on a number of live radio shows.

His career

continued to improve, and today he has one of the most
-

popular Satu rday evening programs on television.
Other bands playing in the Hall during this time
included the following colorful names:

11

Hip Haynes and

his Ten Commanders;" "The Original Virginia Ravens," an
eight pie ce

11

Colored 11 orchestra;

11

Tiny Little's Toe

Teasers of Texas;" and "The Oldham Spudkings, .. a local
band.

The longes t running dance orchestra to perform i n

the Sociali st Hall was

11

Doll Clutz and her Four Melody

Girls," who perfo rmed in the Hall for twenty consecutive
weekends.
The last dance advertised at the Socialist Hall
featured Eddie Morris and his orchestra on July 1, 1949, 17
thus endin g over thirty-six years of terpsechorean
activity, the most popular and longest lasting form of
entertainme nt in the Hall.
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Socials and Suppers
A majority of the socials and suppers held in
Oldham were sponsored by the different church groups in
the community.

As a result, many of these events were

held in church halls and basements rather than in the
Socialist Hall.

However, when a larger gathering place

was needed, then the Hall was utilized.

Fifty-one such

events took place in the Hall.
StG Catherine's Catholic Church used the Socialist
Hall as a place to hold twenty-four of their suppers and
bazaars, which was more than any other group in the
community .

The most popular of these were annual bazaars

and banquets sponsored by the Ladies Alter Society of
the church.

Sixteen of these dinners took place in the

Hall between 1915 and 1944.

Another popular annual

supper· organized by the Ladies Alter Society was the
Harvest Dinner held for five consecutive years beginning
in the fall of 1935. 18
Fourteen socials and suppers were sponsored by
the Lutheran Church of Oldham.

The most popular of

these were the five annual Lutefisk dinners beginning
in 1941~ 19
.Legion Post 158 and the Ladies Auxilliary were
responsible for six various socials and dinners when the
Legion Post owned the Hall between 1920 and 1924.

The

18.7
..

five Legion events included one oyster dinner, one
supper and bazaar, one "hard time social," and two
socials.

b~sket

The basket socials were free of charge

and ladies were asked to bring a basket lunch.

These

baskets were auction£d off in the course of the evening's

-

activities, and the proceeds were donated to a charitable
cause.
Of the remaining seven socials and suppers held
in the

Hall~

and five were

two were sponsored by the Methodist Church,
organize~

by unknown groups or organizations.

The majority of the suppers included some other
form of activity to coincide with the dinner. Some of
these activities included auctions, contests, bazaars
and short entertainments • . The more ambitious suppers
inciuded a dance held in the Hall immediately after
things were cleaned . up.
Tickets for most of the socials and suppers sold
for thirty-five cents and the sponsoring organization
usually realized a profit.

.

Th~

annual bazaar and supp e r

provided by St. Catherine's Church brought $442.07 in
re,eipts for the church in October, 1923. 20 The majority
.

.

of groups used the profits from the various socials and
suppers to purchase needed items for their
or donated it to a charitable cause.

org~nization
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Entertainment
Fourteen musical programs~ eight fairs, and six
.
variety shows made up the twenty-eight community activ~
ities that took place in the Socialist Hall during the
course of this study.

Oldham's own band performed four

concerts for the community.

Following their first

performance in the Hall, the Register gave this report of
their musical abilities:
The band concert on Monday night was attended
The program was a good one.
A number stated that it was equal to that presented by lyceum and Chautauqua entertainments of
similar kind. Oldham has musical talent much
above the average small · town. Our band of twentyfive pieces is an organization that Oldham may be
proud ofQ Their selections on Monday evening were
enjoyed by all. The solo by Ned Read, Don't Bite
the Hand That Feeds you, 11 sung with band accompanyment, was well adapted to present conditions of
this country. The sentiments of the song and
large American flag on the stage called for a
hearty encore.21
by a large audience.

11

-

Five out-of-town musical groups appeared in the
Hall including the Sinai Concert Band, South Dakota State
-

College Band, the Bellview choir, and the Lake Preston
Community choir with the Cantata, "The Message From the
Cross."

The American Legion Band performed two concerts

in the Hall and several musical programs were simply
advertised as being free concerts.
found

a~

No evidence could be

to the identity of the performers.
One of the most interesting of the eight fairs
.

.

-

taking place in the Hall was the .. Roarin' Gulch Carnival ..

1.89

sponsor e d by Legion Post 158 on J anuary 1, 1925.

An

article printed in the Register gave the · following details
concernin g the event:
. Co uples crowded the danc e floor, dancing to
Black Mike•s orchestra, whi le others crowded
around . the roulette wheel t rying to make a fortune ou t of their small bag s of dust. Of
course the brass rail was a lways crowded with
feet and the committee i n c harge had to pass a
resolu tion allowing onl y one foot at a time on
the ra il. The main trou bl e with the brass rail
was th at it was not long en ough. There was
always plenty of hot dogs and hamburgers to
feed t hose who were hungr y ~ and everyone allowed
as to how the dogs must have been all prize
winners .
Sev eral of the boys we re packing their guns
and th e sheriff had t o keep his eagle eye working to keep them from s hooting the lights out.
One of the old time co wboys tried to shoot up
all th e balloons in the carnival stand but he
ran ou t of ammunition s o had to give up.
Th ere was an abun dance of confetti and paper
hats alo ng with all t he other carnival fun
makers, and everyone wen t home feeling that the~
had bee n at a real Roarin• Gulch .. celebration.Z2
11

Of the remaining se ven fairs, six were presented
by Legion Post 158.

One wa s advertised as being the first

annual World' s Fair, and i t was sponsored by the Old ham
Luther Leag ue.
The six var i e ty programs consisted of home talent
entertainme nt cent e red around a central theme such as the
December 17 , 1920, Co mm~ nity Christmas Tree progr~m~ 23
-

An6ther sp ecial var i et y program was put together for
· March 15 , 1921.

Spo nsored by" t he .Oldham Commercial Club,
the eve·nt was ent i t 1ed ~ 11 It C~ n Be Done~ n 24 A mock Jack
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and Jil l wedding, involving members of the community,
was stag ed in the Hall on April 30, 1915~ 25

A mock

funeral of the Kaiser, satirizin g the activities leading
up to Wor ld War I, was held on March 26, 19la. 26 Of
the remai ning two variety progr ams, one was sponsored by
the Ladi es Cemetery Association, and one was simply
advertise d as being a home tale nt entertainment.
Celebra tions
-

The twelve community celebrations held in the
Socialis t Hall consisted of six Memorial Day programs,
four Armi stice Day programs; one homecoming celebration,
and a cel ebration on Oldham•s fiftieth anniversary.
The holiday celebra t i ons usually consisted
of a
I
-

religious service in the mor ning, a short variety prog r am
in the aft ernoon, and a su pp er in the evening.

Those

celebration programs which included a speaker as part of
the program were discusse d in the previous chapter.
These cel e brations were free of charge and open to t he
entire comm unity.
-

Scho ol Activities
Prior to th e completion of the new school building
in 1924, many of Old ha m' s school activities· took place
in the Soc ialist Hall .

Seven · of the twenty-three school

activities were high s chool co mmencement programs.
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Seven oratory and declamatory con tests exemplified other
-

popular school activities .

Three girls oratorical con-

tests and four boys declamatory contests were held in the
Hall.

A musical program was also included as part of the

program at these contests.
at the conte sts were:

Among those receiving awards

Bernice

Plowman~

Fern Fleischman,

Veda Koehn, Gladys Blackstone, Marion Koehn, Norman
Hanson, Henry Becker, and Geor ge Stiles. 27
-

Seven variety programs· were offered by the students
of Oldham High School.

These were presented to raise

funds for needed musical or athletic equipment.

A wide

-

range of activities took place during these programs.

A

small charge of twenty-five or thirty cents was made for
the programs .

One such program was described in the

Register in the following manner:
The Halloween Carnival staged last Friday
night by the public school was a decided success.
A fifty minute program given by the pupils of
the school was _enjoyed by everyone. After the
program the several booths were open to the
public inspection. The kiss booth, the Siamese
twins, the merry-go-round~ the Wild Man from
Borneo, the Perfect Foot, and the Fortune
Teller•s booth, all satisfied the public•s
impatient curiosity; and the candy~ hamburger
and punch stands pacified their appetites and
quenched .their thirst . . The Auditorium was
soon in a sta te of _confusion- and the crowd,
numbering about five hundred people~ enjoyed
them~elve~ t o the utmost.
The air was .filled
~ith ball oons~ the wild shrieks .of . squawkers,
and confetti and streamers thrown by the crowd.
No one escaped without getting a neck full of
confetti.28
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One musical program and one literary program were also
reported to have been sponsored by Oldham -High School
and presented in the Socialist Hall.
Following the completion of the new school building, these ·types of programs took place in this new
facility, which, unlike the old school house, could
accomodate the s i ze of audiences patronizing those
programs.
to hold

Thus , the role of the Socialist Hall as a place

school ~ programs
.

came to an end.
-

Athletic Events ·
Fourteen athletic events were reported to have
taken place in the Socialist Hall during the course of
this study.

Five wrestling matches featuring professional

and local wrestlers were held in the Hall during its
early history.

These matches were usually well attended

and side bets were often placed in favor of the various
contestants. · One of these matches included Charles
Sutter, of Pipestone , Minnesota, who was advertised as
the lightweight champion of America, who promised to
throw any three men in the county .or forfeit one hundred
dollars.

Harold Hyde, Soren Jensen, and William Bernstein,

all local people, attempted to win the prize money.
Register reported the success of their efforts:
Charles Sutter, as per arrangement, had a
coritest here Monday nigh t . He offered to throw
any three men or forfeit one hundred dollars.

The
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Harold Hyde was the first . man to meet Sutter
on the mat. He lasted seven minutes. Soren
Jensen stayed in the contest for one minute
and .was followed by William Bernstein who
managed to keep Sutter busy for sixte~~ minutes. Sutter only weighs 135 pounds.
Girls and boys basketball was another popular
sport held in the Hall.

Seven Oldham High School basket-

ball games were played in the Socialist Hall.

The usual

-

-

order was to have the girls play first and the boy's
team to follow o

-

An article printed in the Register gives

the following support for the Hall's popularity as an
athletic facility:
Oldham has been picked as the place for . holding the county basketball tournament, on February _
21 of next year. The Commerciai Club has assumed
the responsibilities of helping to put the thing
over successfully, and this is a guarantee .of
satisfaction to all. Oldham•s auditorium facility
is a big drawing card, and with the proper cooperation_of the people, many more such conte~5s
and conventions may be brought to the city.
Legion Post 158 of Oldham also organized a town
bask~tball

team and challenged nearby towns to games.

Two such games were held in the Socialist Hall while it
was known as Oldham•s Legion Hall.
Once again, the completion of the new high school

.

provided Oldham with a newer and better facility to play
.

.

bask~tball

-

and other athletic activities.

With the

con,truction of the new school building, the Socialist
Hall was no longer needed for the purpose of providing
a site to hold the various athletic events.
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-

However, rolier skating became a popular pastime
and for two years, beginning · in 1935, the- Hall was used
.
as a roll er skating rink every Tuesday and Wednesday
evening s and on Sunday afternoons.

For fifteen cents,

patrons could rent skates and pass the time away skating
around on the Hall's famous floating floor which was
-

very adap table to this new American fad.
-

Miscellaneous Activities
Ten additional community activities, not included
-

in the previou s divisions of this chapter, were also
-

held in the Socialist Hall . .A pbny show was advertised
as being held in the Hall on Friday, Oct db er 24, 1913. 31
Six commun ity meetings took place in the Hall. The
various groups using the Hall to hold meetings include d
the Farm Institute, the Oldham Potato Growers Associat io n,
and the Oldham Commercial Club.

A Red Cross sale, held

on March 21, 1918, netted the volunteer organization
$5,500 in proceeds . 32 Einer V. Sorenson's funeral too k
place in the Hall on September 12, 1921. 33

Finally,

Legion Post 158 held their installation program in the .

Hall on December 7, 1925.

34

In conclusion, it can be summarized that the
Socialist Hall was ·the sight of over four hundred
community events. The Hall was an important center of
-

community activities in Oldham, especially those events
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that requ ired the space to accomo date large gatherings
.
of peopl e. The wide variety ·of acti vities took place
throughou t the history of the Socia list Hall from its
beginning in 1913 until 1949.

Fo llowing this period of

popularity _and heavy use, the So c i alist Hall slowly
began to de teriorate structural ly and its impottance
as a centr al-gathering

f~cility

Oldham s l owly came to an end.

f or the community of
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CHAPTER VIII
SUMMARY AND CONCL USIONS
Summary
This study was undertaken to . provide a ·selective
history of the theatrical 4 rhetorica l, and community
activities that took place in the Oldham, South Dakota
Socialist Hall from 1913 to 1970.

This final chapter

will summari ze the information found in the previous
chapters and offer conclusions sugge sted by the material
surveyed.
-By 1912j the town of Oldham had four churches,

a town hall , and an opera house in which to hold ltirge
community gatherings.

Just prior· to the construction of

the Socialist Hall, Oldham's population was listed as
just over 350, hardly large enoug h to support the construction of a second opera house. : However, a small
group of area Socialists decided their group needed a
hall of its own.

Erland Johnson, a local party leader,

promoted the idea of a Socialis t

H~ll,

organized the

-

Oldham Imp rovement Company, and sold twenty-five dollar
shares to support this endeavor.

On March 27, 1913, a

public danc e marked the opening of Oldham's second opera
house, constructed at a cost of twelve thousand dollars.
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Both op era houses continued to ope rate until 1917 when
a fire dest ro yed the Main Street op era house, and the
Sociali st Hall was left as the lar gest structure whe r e
dramati c, rhetor ical, and commu nity events could be held
in Oldham.
Due to the financial burde n of operating such a
large bu ildin g by such a small organization, the area
Sociali sts wer e forced to sell th e Hall to a group of
business men from Miller, South Da kota, approximately
four mon ths af ter it was first op ened.

This group

quickly sold the newly acquired building to Thomas E.
McAllis ter of Madison, South Dak ota.

Poor attendance

and fina ncial difficulties force d McAllister to
relinquis h the bui ldi ng to King sbury County.

In 1920,

the Ameri can Legion Po st of Old ham assumed the respon s bility of maintaining the So ci a list Hall under a oneyear lea se agreement.

In 1922, Soren C. Jensen took out

a formal lease on the bui ld i ng and held dances in the
Hall.

Fr ank Hyde purchased the building in 1930 and

turned the structure in to a large dance hall.

Twelve

years la ter, his wife, Mae , assumed control of the
building until s he sold it to her sister-in-law, Lena
Blackston e, in 1946.

Mrs. Blackstone sold .the Hall to

Hugh Has kins who maintained the structure until it was
sold to Linus Eyk amp in 1962.

Mr . Eykamp used the
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building as a feed and grain storag e building, thus
marking the end of the Socialis t Hall as an important
gathering place for community event s in Oldham.
The Socialist Hall was constructed on the corner
of Arthur Street and Martha Avenu e and faced west.

The

large structu re included a th ree-story fly gallery above
the stage, which allowed for the rigging of curtains and
stage scen ery.

With a gallery- type balcony above the

main floor , the rest of the struc ture was two-stories
high.

Vari ous reports put the seating capacity of the

auditorium between six and eig ht hundred.

Portable,

straight-b ack wooden chairs provided the seating on the
main floor and could easi ly be removed when necessary.
The Sociali st Hall•s

11

floa ting floor .. was ideal for

dances and roller skati ng.

However, since the buildin g

was constructe d on low, swampy ground, the floor required
considerable repair and reinforcement.

In its early

years of operation, the Socialist Hall was often advertised as having a number of modern innovations includ i ng
electric lighting, dressing rooms, and a good heating
system.

A complete kitchen, located in the back of the

building, made it poss ible for the Hall to be used for
miny popular

soci~ls

and suppers.

All in all, the

Oldham Social ist Hall was considered by many to be one of
·the finest facilities of its type in the area.
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Admission prices for the activities offered in
the Soc ialis t Hall varied accor di ng to the entertainment
offered .

Naturall y. the visit ing professional companies

demande d the highest ticket prices .

Usually, these

companies off ered a choice of tic ket prices.

Fifty cents

was the most common ticket pr ice reported for a professional co mpan y.

Twenty-five cent s was the lowest ticket

price an d two companies sold one dollar tickets.

The

usual pr ice of a ticket for a play produced by a local
amateur group was thirty-five ce nts.

Advanced reserved

tickets f or most attract ions co uld be purchased at Hall's
Drugstor e.

Proceeds from the va rious lyceum programs

held in the Socialist Ha ll were donated to charity or
community organizatio ns.

Prof its from the summer Chau-

tauqua pro grams were used to secure a program for the
following summer.

Dances, s ocials, and suppers varied

in admis sion prices, with the profits usually benefiting
the spon soring organizatio n .
This study, which s pans fifty-seven years, f ro m
1913 to 1970, shows that t hirty-five professional dramatic
touring c ompanies and .nin e professional variety touring
companie s visited the Old ham Socialist Hall between 1913
and 1925 .

The first pr of es sional dramatic touring company

performed on September 29, 19-13.

Of the thirty --five

companie s discus s e d in this su rvey, forty-six individual
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perfor mances were recorded.

Of t hose forty-six plays,

thirtee n could be determined · as bei ng comedies, eleven
dramas, two melodramas, and two c omic operas .
type of the

remaining ~ seventeen

determin ed.

The

plays could not be

Following the perfo rmance on August 31,

1925, ·no pl ays were performed by a professional company
~....

on the s tage of the Socialist Hal l .

.

Pro fessional variety touri ng companies first
appeare d in the Socialist Hall on July 2, 1913. Nine
variety companies visited the Ha ll wi th eleven different
performa nces.

Of the eleven, f ou r were assorted variety

acts, thr ee were

~agic

shows, tw o were musical concerts,

one was a minstrel show, and one was a dramatic readin g .
Professio nal variety acts pe r f ormed by traveling
companies ended in 192lo
Th irty performance s of t wenty-eight different
plays wer e presented i n the Socialist Hall by amateur
groups.

Of the thirt y play s , nineteen were perfor med by

the studen ts of Oldham High Sc ho ol.
presented five plays and four

11

Oldham "home t ale nt"

home talent" plays were

performed by amateur groups from nearby communities.
Seventeen of the th i r ty plays were listed as comedies and
the type of the r emai ning plays

~auld

not be determined.

Followin g the cons t ru c tion of t he new school building in
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amateur plays produced in the Socialist Hall quickly

1924~

diminish ed unti 1 their disappeara nce in ·1935.
The Socialist Hall was also an important site for
many of Oldham's rhetorical event s.

During the course of

this stud y, it wa s found that forty-two public speeches
were delivered on a variety of topics.

Of those speeches,

nine were pol i ti c al in nature, seven commemorated a
national holiday, seven were Oldham High School commencement spee che s , four were World War I lectures, and three
were of a religious nature.

One eulogy was delivered

in the Hall and the remaining six speeches were on a
variety of topics of interest to the Oldham area at the
time.

Eight lyceum courses were held in the Socialist

=Hall from 1913 to 1926.

Sponsors for the lyceum class e s

-included the Oldham band, the Oldham High School bask e· ·ball team , and the Oldham Legion Post.
~auqua
~etween

Five summer Chau-

programs were presented in the Socialist Hall
1916 and 1920.

The first four Chautauquas were

-financial ly successful, but the last Chautauqua reali zed
.a f i n an c i a 1 1o s s f o r i t s s pon s or s •
=~he

Fo 1 1ow i ng t h i s y e a r ,

summe r Chautauqua -sponsors returned to holding the

---"l~Wo g r

am s i n t e n t s i n s t e ad of r e n t i n g t he So c i a 1 i s t Ha 1 1 .
The Oldham Socialist Hall was a community center

for over four hundred social,- educational, and athletic
events.

While located in Oldham, the Hall was used as a
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1924, am ateur plays produced in the Socialist Hall quickly
diminish ed until their disappearanc e in 1-935.
The Socialist Hall was also an important site for
many of Oldham' s rhetorical events .

During the course of

this study , it was found that forty-two public speeches
were deliv ered on a variety of topics.
rtine were political in

n~ture,

Of

tho~e

speeches,

se ven commemorated a

national holiday, seven were Oldham High School commencement speech es, four were World Wa r I lectures, and three
were of a religious nature.

Our eulogy was delivered

in the Hall and the remaining six speeches were

o~

a

variety of topics of interest to the Oldham area at the
time.

Eight lyceum courses were held in the Socialist

Hall from 1913 to 1926.

Sponso rs for the lyceum classes

inc:uded the Oldham band, the Oldham High School baske t ball team, and the Oldham Legi on Post.

Five summer Chau-

tauqua progr ams were present ed in the Socialist Hall
betw~en

1916 and 1920.

The first four Chautauquas were

financially successful, but the last Chautauqua rea liz ed
a financial loss for its sponsors.

Following this year,

the summer Chautauqua sponso rs returned to holding the
programs in tents instead of renting the Socialist Hall.
Th e Oldham Socialist Hall was a community center
for over four hundred social, educational, and athletic
events.

While located in Oldham , the Hall was used as a
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movie house, a skating rink, a gymnasium, a social hall,
a Legion hall, and a dance hall.

The Socialist Hall was

used to show a number of motion pictures between 1913
and 1920.

It was reported that 262 dances took place in

the Socialist Hall, and many more are assumed to have
been held there.

Fifty-one socials and

supper~,

sponsored

by the various community _and religious organizations in

the area, were held in the Hall as were twelve community
celebrations .

The Socialist Hall was the location of

twenty-three Oldham school activities. Fourteen athletic
events occurred in the hall, including five wrestling
-

matches and seven basketball games.
Conclusions
I

Several problems exist in attempting to draw
conclusions following a study of this nature.
-

Certainly

.

one problem involved the use of only one weekly newspaper
as the major source of information for this investigation.
The loss of past issues and the reliance on other local
newspapers following the final issue of the Oldham
Register in 1946, may account for certain gaps in this
survey.

Another
.

probl~m

existed because of the general-

.

ized nature of statements and accounts offered in the
articles and reviews printed in the Register.

Specific

conclusions concerning talent and audience attendance
could not be determined from an examination of available
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sources.

The time wnich elapsed since the Socialist Hall

operated in Oldham forced th~ writer to ~ely on personal
interviews with local residents who attempted to recall
events of years ago.

It is possible that information

important to this study was not discovered and remained
in the possession of others.
Despite these shqrtcomings, several conclusions
can be drawn.

lo

The Oldham Socialist Hall was erected in 1913

by a small group of local Socialists.
2.

The Socialist Hall was constructed with the

intention of providing these Socialists with a place to
hold meetings and as a place to hold community events.
3.

The operation of the Socialist Hall proved

too ·expensive for the small group of Socialists and the
building was soon sold.
4.

The Socialist Hall was considered to be the

finest opera house of its kind in the area.
5.

In the early years of its operation, manage-

ment of the Hall was usually the responsibility of some one

~ther

6.

than the owner.
-

Improved transportation. the construction of

the new school building in 1924. the increased popularity
of motion pictures, dances, and community socials, and
the physical deterioration of the structure of the
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buildin g were all important fact ors leading to the demise
of the Socialist Hall as an importa nt center of cultural
-

and com munity events in Oldham.
7o

The Socialist Hall wa s not always a financial

success , but it did fulfill a comm unity need.
8.

Professional dramatic and variety · touring

compan i e s brought

comedy~

drama~

and entertainment to

the peo pl e of Oldh am.
9.

Amateur

the~tre

quick ly declined following

the con struction of the new scho ol building in 1924.
lOe

Public speeches, lyc eum

Chautau quas provi ded a measure of

course~,

e ducation~

and summer
enlighten -

ment, an d entertain ment to those at tending.
l lo

Motion pictures an d public dances were the

mos:· freq uent community e vents held in the Socialist Ha l l.

12.

The Socialist Ha ll served as an important

center of community events i n Oldham, South Dakota.
Implications f or Further Study
-

-

i his study may ha ve provided insight into the
history of the Oldham Soc i a list Hall while it was located
in Oldham, South Dakota.

Thi s investigation may also

offer f urther understandin g of the history of theatre
and rheto ric in sma l l, rural American communities.
During t he course of this survey, it was discovered that
many op era houses were operatin g in a number of towns in
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easter n South Dakota.

Further in vestigation of their

pasts would provide a more comple t e history of the area
and it s activities.

An investiga tion of the activities

held in the Socialist Hall since its location on the
grounds of Prairie

Village~

Sou th Dakota

wo~ld

certainly

be an · i mportant continuation of i ts history.
Finally, this study may have reflected the feelings of the people living in the Oldham area and how
they fel t about their community.

As Zelma Jorgensen,

an Oldh am resident, has stated, "Whatever the town

needs~

they do it.

It's

They rally ar ound a nd they build it.
just li ke a big family." 1

ENDNOTES

A Little Town That Won't Quit~ .. Co-op
Country News, October 2, 1978~ p. 7.
111 0ldham:

APPENDIX A
PROFESSIONAL DRAMATIC TOURING COMPANIES

Explanation: The following is a chronological listing of the Professional
Dramatic Touring Companies that appeared in .the Oldham Socialist Hall. A
question mark (?) indicates that the material is unknown or questionable.
Quotation mark~ iridicate that the information came directly from the Oldham
.Register. The following symbols represent the types of plays performed:
C • .
Comedy
D • • • • • Drama
Cd • • • • Comic-drama
e

No.

•

Co
M

•

~

o

&

••••

Company

Date

•••

Comic-opera
Melodrama

Play

Type

Audience

1913

Brandon Amusement
Company

Tempest and Sunshine

Cd

?

The Sap Head
As Ye Sow

c

D

1

Her Son

D

"large"

The Final Settlement

D

?

Kentucky Sue

D

"good sized"

Where•s My Husband

c

?

1

Sep 29 M

2
3

Oct 8 w
Oct 16 Th

4

Oct 27 M

5

Nov

6

Nov 18 Tu

Camella Dahl and
and Company
Chicago Amusement
Company

i

Dec 24 W

Lawren ce Amusement
Company

-

5

w

· Ida Weston Rae
Company
John G. Rae and
Company

-

11

about 400"

"large"

N
~

__.

·

8

Jan

9

Jan 23 F

4 Su

10

Mar

11

Mar 14 Sa

5 Th

-1914

The Juvenile
Bostonians
Earl, Tipton, and
Bunell, Inc.

George H. Bubb and
Company
1

Princess Chic

Co

1

The Country Sheriff

?

cancelled

The Lion and the
Mouse
The Third Degree

D

"fair sized"

D

1

1915
12
13 .

Jan
Jan
Jan
Jan

23
28
29
30

Sa
1
Th ·The Hugo Players
F.
Sa

The Shepherd's Call .
Our New Minister
- 1?

-

D

1

c

. ?

1
1

1
. 1

14

Apr 10 Sa

Wesley Travis and
Company

Ole Olson in Mexico

c

?

"15

May 11 Tu

Miss Pearl White

The Perils of Pauline

M

1

16

Oct 18 M

The Trousdale
Brothers

Johnny Jones, Jr.

c

"large 11

17

Nov
Nov

Circumstantial
Evidence

.?

"large 11

1

.?

"large 11

-

3 w

~

The Hugo Brothers

4 Th

18

Dec 10 F

19

Dec 18 Sa

John G. Rae and
Company
Boston Ideal Opera
Company

..

The Tenth Commandment

D

1

The Mascot

Co

1

--

N

N

1916

20

Jan 29 Sa

Margaret Illington
and Company

Within· the Law

21

Feb 21 M
Feb 22 Tu

Lawrence Deming
Theatre Company

The Cry Baby
The Sweetest Girl in
Dixie
In the Land God
Forgot

Feb 23 W

M

1

.?
?

"small"
cancelled

?

cancelled

The Shephered of the
Hi 11 s
That . Printer of Udells

0

?

Mar 18 Sa

Gaskill and MacVitty,
Inc.
Sanford Dodge and
his All Star
Company

0

11

24

Apr 12 W

1

Bringing Up a Husband

?

cancelled

25

Oct

Carl M. Dalton and
Company

The Swede, the Tramp,
artd the Girl

c

"good sized"

26

oct 19 Th
Oct 20 F .'
Oct 21 Sa

The Hugo Brothers

27

Nov

George E. Engesser
and Company

28

Dec 20 W

22

Mar

23

4 Sa

-

good sizedu

~

3 Tu

7 Tu

.?

.?
. ?

1

The Two Oles
_ The Girl He Couldn't
Buy

.

1

?
?
?

.1

c

?

D

"good sized"

. 1

~

N
--J

w

1917
29

Mar

30

Apr 11 Th

31

Dec

32

Dec 13 Th

8 Th

7 F

Dec 14 F
Dec 15 Sa

?

.?
Mayme Gardner ~nd
Company
Coburn-Pearson
Players

May 28 F

34

Nov

4 Th

Nov
Nov

5 F.:
6 Sa

-

?

"well received"

Any Man's Sister

?

?

The Girl and the
Tramp
The Law of God and
Man

c
c

. ?

. ?

?

?
. ?

?

?

?

"not as large
as it
should have
been"

1

?

c
c

?

?
. ?

.

•

33

Within· the law

1920

Mayme Gardner and
Company

New York After Dark

The Famous Hugo
Brothers Players

?

.?

-1921
35

Oct

36

Dec 14 Tu

7 F

.

"not as large
as usual"

.?

Wight Theatre
Company

-

Ole the Cowpuncher
The Hoosier Girl and
Her Irish Hero

.

.?
t\.)
....J

~

-1922
37

Oct 22 Su

Helen and Russ
DuVoyle

The Modern Flapper

c

?

?

?

c

"fair sized"

1923
38

Jul 14 Sa

Sherman Kelly
Players

Mickey the Kid
1924
None

1925

39

Aug 31 M

1

.

The Katzenjammer Kids

-

N

U'1

APPENDIX B
PROFESSIONAL VARIETY TOURING COMPANIES

Explanation: . The following is a chronological listing of .the Professional Variety
Touring Companies that appeared in the Oldham Socialist Hall. The question marks
and quotation marks are used as in Appendix Ao · The following symbols represent
the classifications of the shows:
AV . • . . • Assorted Variety
Musical Concert
MC •
•
•
Minstrel Show
MS •
•

No.

•

•

G

Company

Date

• Dramatic Reading
Magic Show

DR •

Ma .

Description

Type

.Audience

1913

2 w

Miss Janet Rae

recital

MC

11

small"

Oct 24 F

Annie Otter Westaby

?

DR

11

1arge 11

Dec 14 Sa
Dec 15 Su

The Great Warnecke

"The man of .mystery
from India

Ma
Ma

1
. ?

AV

?

1

Jul

2
3

-1914
None
1915
4

Mar 16 F

1

"A-show.along the
vaudeville line"
1916

N
~

5

Nov 13 M

The Great Warnecke

magician

Ma

1

"""-J

1917
6

Apr

7

May 31 Th

1 F

The Great WallaceHegenbech Circus
The Ge or gia
Tr oubadeours

"regular .circus
entertainers"

.?

AV

1

MS

1

AV

"large"

AV

"small"

MC

1

1918

8

J an 1 Tu

Cal Stewart and his
Punkin' Center
Folks

"the same person who
made the Uncle Josh
records 11
1919

9

Sep 17 W

The Georgia

M inst~e l s

11

A Negro aggregation"

192 0

None
1921

iO

May

9 M

Thorstein Skarning

••t be wor 1d ' s 1 e ad i ng
virtuoso on the
accordion
11

N

__,

co

APPENDIX C
AMATEUR DRAMA

Explanation: The following is a chronological listing of the amateur plays
performed in the Oldham Socialist Hall. All markings used in Appendix A apply
to Amateur Drama.

No.

Date

Play

Group

Type

Audience

1913
None
1914
1

Mar 20 F

Oldham Home Ta l ent

2

Feb 13 Sa

Oldham High School

3

Mar 14 F·

Oldham High School

Fun in a Ph ot og r aph
Ga ll ery

.

-1915

Cupid at Vassar

Mr. Bob

c

"large 11

c
c

" large 11
"well
packed"

1916
4

Jan 14 F

Oldham High School

5

May 22 M

Oldham High School

6

Aug 26 Sa

Mad iso n Home Talent

- A Family Affair

c
c

?

Way Down East

?

"large "

A Perplexing Situation

11

good sized"

f'\)

N

'o ·

7

Apr

4 w

-1917
Oldham High School

The 01d Maids
Convention

c

"a goodly
crowd 11

c
c

1

1918
-

8

Jan 10 Th

Ramona Home Talent

The First Blow

9

May

Oldham High School

Grandma Gibbs of the
Red Cross

Ol dham Home Talent

Princess of Poe

10

3 F

Dec 19 F
Dec 26 F .

11

c

?
•

11

packed

11

fa i r sized ..

1919
11
12

· May 2 F
May 6 Tu
May 30 F

Oldham High School

The Masonic Ri ng

DeSmet Home Talent

What Happened to
Jonas?

?

1
. 1
~

1
.1
•

11

good l y
patronage ..

1920
13

Apr

9 F

Oldham High School

?

M

the program
did not
receive
the audience it
deserved
11
Well .
received ..
11

11

14

Apr 16 F

Oldham High School

15

May 11 Tu

Oldham High School

.?

The Old Fashioned
Mother

1

c

N
11

large

11

-

N

16

May 18 Tu

Oldham High School

Queen of Hearts

c

11

full 11

1921
"17

18

May 17 Tu
~lay ~4 Tu

Oldham Grade School
Oldham High School

Helping Susan
Deacon Dubbs

1

·c

1
. 1

.

1922
-

19

Mar 31 F

Bellview Home Talent

Josiah's Courtship

1

"goodly
patronage"

20

Apr

7 F

Oldham High School

A11 a Mistake

1

1

21

May 12 F

Oldham High School

Clarence Decides

1

11

large 11

1923
22

Feb 16 F

Oldham Hi gh Schoo l

Not a Man in the House

23

May 11 F

Oldham High School

Safety Fir s t

24

Dec 20 Th

Oldham High School

11

A Christmas Play "

c
c

c

1
1
11

large "

1924
25

Mar 13 Th

Oldham High School

Van Settles It

.1

"filled to
near
capacity ..

1925-1930
No ne
N

N
N

1931

26

Apr 16 Th

What Anne Brought Home

The Catholic Church
Auxiliiary of
Oldham

c

?

1

1

1932-1934

None
1935
27

Oct 26 F

The Methodist Sunday
School of Oldham

Welcoming the New
Minister

N
N

w

,)

APPENDIX D
PUBLIC ADDRESS, LYCEUM, CHAUTAUQUA

-

Explanation: The following is .a chronological .listing of the rhetorical activites
held in the Oldham Socialist Hall. Question marks and quotation marks are . used
as in Appendix A. The following symbols represent the classification of events:
L

PA •

No.

e

SA . . .
School Affair
RM • • • • • Religious Meeting
E . • • • • Eulogy

•• Chaut auqu a
.. Lyceum
Public Address

CH .
II

Date

o

•

Description

Speaker/Entertainment

Type

Audience

1913

PA

"filled the
Opera
House to
the doors"

mus i ca l var i ety

L

"larg e "

"Redpath lecturer"

L

?

L

?

1

Apr 14 M

?

11

2

Nov 15 Sa

The Hartford Male
Quartet.

3

Dec

Charles E. Varney

6 Sa

an address on
temperance ..
-

.

1914
4

Feb

2 M

The Estelle Gray
Company

-

musical variety
-

-

5

Apr 23 Th

The Mili tary Sextette

musical variety

L

"good sized"

6

Oct 30 F

The McCord Trio

"a novel attraction"

L

"large"

N
N
~

7

Jan 14 Th

The Music Makers ·
Quartet

8

Feb 16 Tu

The Regimental
Quartet

9

Mar 19 Th

10

11

-1915

-

musical variety

L

"large"

musical variety

L

"large"

Miss Marjorie lacey

?

L

11

Oct 27 W

John B. Ratto

comic impersonator

L

"well
attended"

Nov 23 M

The Panama Singers

musical variety

l

"large"

l

?

musical variety

L

?

"1 arge" .

-

.

Small"

.

1916

12

Mar 23 Th

The Orphean

Quart~t

-

musical variety
-

.

13

Apr 11 Sa

Enid Tellotson, lone
DeM arcus, and
Lucille Sterling
Price

14

May 26 Th

Reverend Samuel
Marble

"The Laughter of a
Foo1 11

CA

15

Jun 23"'!25
Th-Sa

Clayton.H • .Staples
The Quivira Quartet
The Eight University _
Girl s
Mart ha Mark

Artist musical variety
musical variety

CH
CH
CH

.?
.?

?

CH

?

L

"large"

16

Nov 15 W

-

The .Musical Gua r dsman

-

?

r"\)

.

mu sical variety

N
0)

..

17

Nov 22 W

18

Dec

6

w

musical variety

The Concert Entertainers

musical variety

19

J an 18 Th

20

21

Feb 14 Tu
1
Feb 22 W ·rhe Mer i le e ladies
Quartet

22

Mar 2

23

May 18 F

24

May 31 Th

25

Jun 22-27
F-W

-

Faith Sheldon and
Beulah May Stewart

The Ho meland Ma le
Quartet

Char l es R. Taggert
-

Reverend Samuel
Marble
Reverend C. B.
Dennison
The Apollo Male
Quartet
Professor W. J
Durant
Ruby Mcintyre Concert Company
Milton James Sliter
Dr. Earl Douglas
Holg
Bland• s Five Melody
Ki ng s .
Jame s Hardin Smi th
Rolla W. Kimsey

-

L

1

L

"large

L

1

PA
L

?
?

L

1

11

1917

-

musical variety

-

"White Slave Traffic 11
music a l variety
11

The Countt'Y Fiddleru

"T he Cost of a
Ch aracter ..
Memorial Day Prog r am

CA

11

PA

1

musical variety

CH

1

lecture

CH

1

musical variety
CH
11
interpretive recital 11 CH
"inspirational lecture,. CH

1

-

-

fi11ed to

the doorsil

.

- 1?

.

musical variety

CH

lecture
lecture

CH .
1
. 1
CH

1
N
N

.......,

Thomas McClary
The Famous Tyrolocan
Voddlers and
Si nger s
. Oscar Franklin Davis
"Progress--The Child
of Time
Nicola's Old Colonial
Orchestra and Band

lecture . .
musical variet y

CH
CH

. ?

"lecture recital ..
children's program

CH
CH

1
. 1

CH

1

PA

1

11

-

musical variety

-

1

26

Sep 10 M

Rev ere nd Rob·e r s t

27

Oct

1 M

Reverend C. B.
Dennison

1

PA

1

28

Nov

9 F

Th e Fam ous Ladies

musical variety

L

1

re ade r and impersona tor

L

1

l

?

"The Chemical
Character"
Judge Charles Whting
The War Conditions
in Europe
Rever end Stiles
Memorial Day Program

CA

1

PA

?

PA

?

Th e White Hussar s
Packard the Cartoonist

CH
CH

?
. 1

29

-

Nov 23 F

11

-

0rganizing a local
Red Cross Chapter"

Quart~t

Ruth Runner

1918
30

Feb

31

May 17 F

32

May 27 Th

1 F

The ~1 onarch Male
Trio

musi cal variety

Dr. H. I. Jones

11

11

33

May 31 F

34

J un 16-20
Su-Th

"a patriotic company 11
.

1

N

N
(X)

The Athena Players
The Roumanian
Orchestra
The Melting Pot
Co mpa ny
Dr . E. T. Austin
Dr. Jam es Gordaon
Mr. Opie Read
Ju dg e Schooner
?

1. musical
variety

Sep 28 Sa

Gunner Observer
Howard

36

Oct 12 Sa

Governor Peter
Norbeck·

37

Nov 29 F

The Westminister
Entertainers

38

Dec 19 Th

R. L. Kemple

1
-?

CH

?

"present i.ng Zangwi l l' s
immorta l dram a of
American citizenship ·~
"a great 11 lecture on
brains
the fighting person
of Washington"
ucelebrated American
.novelist
a stirring message
.from Kansas
"a lecturer from the '
fr ont

CH

?

CH

?

CH

?

CH

?

CH

?

a pat riot i c s peec h 11

PA

?

"a patriotic speech 11

PA

?

musical variety

L

?

lecturer

L

1

-1

11

11

11

11

11

35

CH
CH

11

-1919
39

Jan 19Th

The Orc hestral Trio

musical variety

L

40

May 23 F

1

?

CA

?

N
N
\0

41

Jun 17~21
Tu-Sa

William Forkell
Cyclone Davis .
Dr. Hilton Ira Jones
Raymond .B. To.l bert
Y. E. Watkins
Dunbar~s Famous White
Hussars
The Montague Light
Opera Singers
The Belgian
Orchestra
The Rookie Quartet
The Auburn Company

42

Ju 1

18 F

Lieutenant Governor
W. H. McMaster

· "the whirlwind orator"
"statesman from Texas 11
11
one of the Nat i o·n • s
great scientists"
"The Hour of Democracy ..
impersonator"

CH
CH
CH

1
1
. 1
1

?

CH
CH
CH

musical variety

CH

1

musical variety

CH

1

musical variety
musical variety

CH
CH

1
1

guest speaker at
Oldham•s homecoming celebration

PA

1

-

?
1

1920
43

Mar 20 Sa

Mr. Naramore

Leonard Wood Meeting

PA

1

44

May 31 M

William H. Warren

Memorial Day Program

PA

1

45

Jun 19-23
Sa-W

The Elixir of Youth
Bowman the Impersonator
Frank Dixon
Elwood T. Bailey

"a full length play ..
comedy

CH
CH

1

economist
11
a discussion of
community prob1ems 11
"America•s Intervention io Mexico"
musical variety

CH
CH

1
. 1

CH

1

CH

1

Abel Canty
The Mallebay Concert Company

N

w
0

·

. 46

Oct 23 Sa

47

.
Nov 11 W
Nov 27 F

48

The New York Glee
Girls
The Dixie Girls

musical variety

CH

1

musical variety

CH

?

?

Republican Political
t1e et in g

PA

11

sma 11'1

Professor Atherton
The Chicago Recital
Company

Armistice .Day Program
musical variety

PA

11

large"

L

?

1921
..

49

Jan 15 W

J. Franklin Babb

11

a lecture with a
· m~~sage of human
interest 11

L

?

50

Feb 17 Th

The Dixie Girls

11

an aggregation of
musical artists

L

1

?

L

1

guest speaker at the
Oldham Commercial
Club Meeting

PA

?

11

51

Mar

8 Tu

52

Mar 15 Tu

The Chamberlain
Company
Professor Atherton

53

Par 17 Su

?

?

L

?

54

May 25 W

?

PA

?

55

May 26 Th

CA

11

56

May 31 Tu

Professor A. H.
Seymour
Professor H. B.
Matthews

guest speaker at the
Whitewood Farm
Bureau Meeting
"Does It Pa:Y?
Memorial Day Program

PA

1

11

large"
N

w
~

57

Sep 12 M

58

Nov 11 F

-

State Chaplain Guy
Squires

Funeral

E

?

Chaplain Squires

Armistice Day Program

PA

"a large and
appreciative
audience"

guest speaker at the
Whitewood Farm
Bureau Meeting

PA

?

?.

CA

?

Memorial Day Program

PA

?

"the important political issues of the
day"

PA

?

PA

.?

1922
59

Apr 20 Th

Mr. Staff

60

May 18 Th

61

May 31 W

Reverend R. c.
Ballard
Lewis W. Bicknell

62

Oct 27 F

Byrone S. Payne

1923
Attorney Knight

"one of the .best
educational lectures
ever given"

63

May

64

May 28 M

Reverend R. C.
Ballard

?

CA

?

65

Aug 21 ·ru

A. C. Townley

"How to Make Farming
Pay"

PA

?

66

Oct 18 Th

Dr. F. Ostensach en

"He nry Ford for
President"

PA

?

3 Th

-

N

w
N

.

b7

Mar 19 W

Peter Norbeck

-1924
?

PA

1

1925

-

musical variety
musical variety

L

1

Nov 24 Tu

The Golden Gate
Company
The MacD owell Concert Company

L

?

Dec 18 F

Two Fellows and a
Girl

three-act comedy

L

?

L

1

PA

?

68

Nov

69
70

71

4 w

Mar 25 Th

Captain Joseph A.
Cooper

-

-1926

"The_Supreme Test of
Civilization
11

1927-1931

-

None

-1932
72

May 19 Th

?

guest speaker at the
Farmer•s Union
Meeting

.

-1933

None
N

w
w

73

Ju1 15 Su

-

Evangelist B. D.
Dunn

-1934 -

-

.

revival meeting

RM

1

- revival meeting

RM

1

State Legion
Commander

PA

1

revival meetin g

RM

1

PA

?

1935
None
1936

-

74

Apr 16 Th

Reverend Philip Ward

75

May 19 Tu·

Leo Temmy

76

Sep 15-29
Tu-Tu

Reverend Philip Ward

-

1937
None
1938
77

Sep 4 Su

Emil Loriks

-

Oldham native and
candidate for
Congress

N

w

~

APPENDIX E
C0 Mt1 UN I T Y EVENT S

Explanation: The following is a chronological listing of .the community events held
in the Oldham .Socialist Hall. The use of question .marks and quotation marks in
the previous appendices are also used in the this appendix. The amount enclosed
in parenthesis indicates gate receipt -figures as reported in the Oldham Register •
. The following symbols represent the classification of community events:
-

r~ P

No.

SA

Athletic Event
Dance
• • • • Motion Picture

A • • •
D • • •

E

s

-

. School .Activity
Entertainment
•. Social/Supper

Description

Date

Type

Audience

I

1913

1

2

May
May

3 Sa

Public Dance with Iron's Orchestra
Wrestling Match

D
A

.?

3

Jun

5 Th

Public Dance with Corey s Orchestra

D

1

4

5

Jul
Jul

3 Th
4 F

Jewell Theatre Company
Jewell Theatre Company

MP
MP

- ?

6

Aug

9 Sa

11

D

?

7
8

Jewell Theatre Company
Jewell Theatre Company
Jewell Theatre Compa~y

MP
MP
MP

.?

~9

Sep 8 M
Sep 15 M
Sep 22 M

10

Oct 24 F

Publ ic Dance with Iron's Orchestra

D

2 F.

1

Bowery Dance"

1

?

?

•

11

good sized"
N

11
12

Nov 3 M
Nov 10 M

Jewell Theatre Company
Jewell Theatre Company

MP
MP

1
. 1

w

m

13

.
Nov 20 Th

14

15

SA

?

Nov 21 F

A .royal entertainment full of fun, frolic,
and fire" ($105.00)
4th Annual Fireman's. D~nce

D

.1

Dec 29 M

New

D

. ?

.1

11

Yea~ r'

s Dance
1914

16

Jan 30 F

"Old Settler's Dance

D

17
18
19

Feb 6 F
Feb 13 F
Feb 20 F

Masquerade Ball
Wrestling Match
Entertainment sponsored by the Ladies
Cemetery Association

D

A
E

. ?

20

Mar 17 Tu

Pub 1i c Dance with the Ruby The at r e 0 r chest r'a

D

?

21

May 23 Sa

D

?

22

Nov 26 Th

Public Dance
Thanksgiving Dance

D

?

23
24
25

Dec 7 M
Dec 14 M
Dec 16 W

Mack's Movies
Mack's Movies
Fireman's Dance

MP
MP
D

.?

26

Dec 21 M
Dec 28 M

Mack's Movies
Mack's Movies

27

-

-

-

MP
MP

?

.?

?

·"large
crowd 11
?
. ?

1915
29

Jan 4 M
Jan 22 F

30

Feb
Feb

28

31

1 M
5 F

-

-

Mack's Movies
Publi c Dance with the Apollo Orchestra
Mack's Movies
Public Dance with the Imperial Orchestra

MP
D

?
. ?
.
N

MP
D

.

?

1

w
......,

32

Feb

33
34

-

Mac·k • s Movies

MP

. 1

Mar 14 F
Mar 31 M

Public Dance with Abbott's Orchestra
Mack's Movies

D
MP

1
1

35
36

Apr 8 F
Apr 30 Sa

Public Dance ~ith Abbott ' s Orchestra
"Jack and Jill Wedding"

D
E

?
?

37

Jun

Free Wedding Dance

D

38

Aug 13 F

Public Dance

D

. ?

39

Oct 15 F

Public Dance with the Apollo Orchestra

D

?

40
41

Nov 6 Sa
Nov 19 F

Catholic Ladies Auxiliary Social and Supper
High School Entertainment

s

SA

. ?
?

42
43
44
45

De c 1
Dec 2
Dec 3
Dec 11

Sc hoeler - Jameson Company
Sch oele r -Jame s on Company
Fireman •s Dance ($145.5 5)
St . An drew's Soc i ety Social

MP
MP
D

?
. ?
.?

46

Jan

46
47
48

Jan 7 Th
Jan 17 r.,
Jan 28 F

Public Dance with the Apollo Orchestra
Wedd i ng Dance
Publ i c Dance

49

Feb 17 Th

Leap Year Ball

50
51
52

Mar 1 w
Mar 17 F
Mar 22 W

Me thodi st Sunday School Picnic
St . Patrick•s Day Da nce
Wedding Danc e

8 M

9 w

w
Th

F
Sa

7

s

"large
crowd"

?

1916

-

D
D
D

.?

D

?

s

?
?
-?

D
D

?
. ?

N

w
(X)

53
54

Mar 23 Th
Mar.29 W

Wedding Dance
Wedding Dance

D
D

.?

55
56

Apr 10 M
Ap r 17 M

High School Girls Orator i ca l Co nt es t
High Sch ool Boys De clam Contest

SA
SA

1
1

57

May 26 Th

High School Commencement Exercises

SA

?

58
59

Ju n 14 Tu
Jun 20 M

Pu bl ic Dance with the American Orchestra
.. Confetti Dance"

D
D

60
61

Jul 7 F
Jul 22 Sa

Publ i c Danc e with the American Orch estra
The Bellview Choi r

D
E

1
. ?

62

Sep 16 Th

Public Dance

D

.?

63
64
65
66
67

Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov

lutheran Church Supper
Fair and Supper
New England .Supper ($80.00)
Wrestling Match
Lutheran Church Supper ($109.75)

s

s
s
A
s

?
.1
. 1
. 1
1

68
69

Dec
Dec

Annual Fireman's Dance
St. Andrew's Society Supper

D

1
.1

D
MP
D

?
1

10

71
72
73

74

11
12
18
24
25

F_
Sa
F
Th
F

8 F.
9 Sa

Jan 1 M
Jan 10 W
Jan 12 F
Jan 26 F
Feb 12 M

Public Dance
Gem Theatre
Wedding Dance
Wedding Dance
Gem Theatre

s

1

?

· "large
crowd?

-1917

-

D

.1
?

I'\)

w

MP

1

..~

..:~\.
>.

· ~~

...

.

.

75

Feb 14 W

Free Public Dance

D

76

Feb 20 Tu

Girls Declam Contest

.. 1arge:
crowd"

SA

?

77
78
79

Mar 4 Sa
Mar 10 F
Mar 16 Th

High School Ente r tainment
Grade School Program
High School Circus

SA
SA
SA

?
?

80

Mar 30 Th

High School Boys Oratorical Contest

SA

1

81

Apr 20 F

Gem Theatre

MP

1

82
83

May 18 F
May 31 Th

High Sch oo l Commencement Exercise
Memor i al Day Celebration

SA

.?

84
85
87
88
89

Jun
Jun
Jun
Jun
Jun

Sa
Th
W.
Sa

Banquet .
Gem Theatre
Gem Theatre
Gem Theatre ·
Gem Theatre

MP
MP
MP
MP

1
. 1
. 1
.1
.1

90

Jul 26 Th

Public Dance

D

.1

91

92

Aug 23 Th
Aug 31 F

Gem Theatre
Public Dance

MP
D

. ?

93
94
95

Sep :~ 5 · - · w .
Sep 15 Sa
Sep 27 Th

Gem Theatre
Gem Theatre
Gem Theatre

MP
MP
MP

. ?

.

96
97
98

Nov 6 Tu
Nov 9 F
Nov 22 Th
Nov 23 F

s
SA
s

. 1
. 1

99

1 F.

16
21
27
30

Knight s of Columbus Supper
High School Music Program
St . Andrew•s Soc iety Supper
Public Dance

c
s

D

•

11

large
crowd ..

1

1
1

. 1

?

. ?

N
~

0·

100
101
102
103

Dec 6 w
Dec 21 F
Dec 25 Tu
Dec 31 M

Lutheran .Church Dinner
Public Dance
Gem Theatre
New Year's Dance

s

D
MP
D

.?
?
. ?
.
?

1918

104
105
106

Jan 11 F .
Jan 19 Sa
Jan 26 Sa

107
108
109
11 0

Feb 2 Sa
Feb 9 Sa
Feb 16 Sa
Feb 23 Sa

111
112
113

Mar 2 Sa
Mar 9 Sa
Mar 15 F

Motion Picture
Motion Picture
Girls Declamatory Contest

MP
MP
SA

114
115
116
117

Mar
Mar
Mar
Mar

M

118
119

Mar 26 Tu
Mar 30 Sa

Red Cross Sale
Second Annual Band Concert
Motion Picture
Hi gh Sc hoo 1 Bo·y ~ s Thi r d An nu a 1 0 r at or i c a 1
Contest
The Kaiser's Funeral
Motion Picture

120

Apr

121
122
123

Apr 5 F .
Apr 6 Sa
Apr 27 Sa

16
18
23
26

Sa
M.
Sa
Tu

1 M

Public Dance
Motion Picture
Motion Picture
Motion
Motion
Motion
. Motion

Picture
Picture
Picture
Picture

Public Dance with Arnold's New Four Piece
Orchestra
The Meth odist Ladies Aid Musicale
Mot io n Picture
Motion Picture

D

MP

?

? .

. 1

MP

.

MP
MP
MP
MP

?
. ?
. ?

E

MP
SA
E

MP

. 1

.

?
. 1
•

11

?
. ?
1
•

11

goodly _
crowd 11

?
. ?

.

D

?

E

.?
.?

MP
MP

1arge and
appreciativen

?

N
~
~

127
12 8
129
130

t1ay 31 F

Memorial Day Program

c

·"goodly
crowd"
"goodly
crowd "

131

Jun 15 Sa

Motion Picture

MP

.1

132
133
134

Ju1 6 Sa
Mot ion Pic t ur e
Ju1 20 Sa
Mot i on Picture
Ju1 27 Sa . Motion Picture

126

1
4
11
11
18
21

w.
Sa
Sa
Sa
Sa
Tu

May
May
May
May
May
May

124
125

Public
Motion
Oldham
Moti on
Mot i on
Eighth

Dance with the Schliesman Orchestra
Picture
Auditorium Band and Orchestra
Picture
Pic t ur e
Annual Fireman's Ball

D
MP
E

MP
MP
D

?
. ?
. ?

.

1
. 1

135
136

Aug 3 Sa
Aug 10 Sa

Motion Picture
Motion Picture

MP
1
MP . .• ?
MP
.?
MP
?
. 1
MP

137
138
139

Sep 20 F
Sep 27 F .
Sep 28 Sa

Public Dance
Motion Picture
Motion Picture

D
MP
MP

1
. 1

140

Oct

4 F

Public Dance

D

.1

141

Nov 15 F

Public Dance

D

142

Nov 28 Th

Motion Picture

MP

143
144

Dec 14 Sa
Dec 20 ·F

Oldham Lutheran Church Supper
Publi c Dance

s

'

D

. 1

"quite ·a
crowd"
?

1

·"quite well
attended"
N
~

N

145

Dec 31 Tu

.
New Year's Eve Dance

D

.. a goodly
company of
youn g
pe ople"

1919

147
148
149

Jan 7 Tu
Jan 17 F
Jan 22 -W
Jan 31 F

Wedding Dance
Wedding Dance
~Jed d i ng Dance
Pu bl i c Dance

150
151
152

Feb 1 Sa
Feb 14 F
Feb 21 F

Mo t ion Picture
Ninth Annual Fireman •s Dance
-Public Dance

153

Apr 24 Th

Oldham High School Public Literary Program

SA

15 4

Apr 25 F

Public Dance

"goodly
attenda nce ..

D

?

155
156

May 23 F .
May 24 Sa

Oldham High School Commencement Exercises
Bowery Dance

SA

"Full house"

D

?

157

Jul 18 F

Oldham 0 s Homecoming Celebration

c

11

158

Jul 25 F

Motion Picture

MP

?

159
160

Aug 13 W.
Aug 23 Sa

Wedding Dance
Motion Picture

MP

D

?
?

161

Sep 16 F

Publ ic Dance with Arnold 1 s Four Piece
Or chestra

D

?

146

D

D
D
D

MP
D
D

?

. ?
. ?
?
?
?
?

not as
large .as
expected 11

N
~

w

-

162

Oct

1 W

The Catholic Church's Annual 5 O'Clock
Dinner

s

"very well
attended"

163

Nov

7 F

A

?

164
165

Nov 14 F
Nov 20 Th

D
A

?
?

166

Nov 27 Th

Oldham High School vs. Volga High School
Basketball Game
Fireman's Dance
Oldham High School vs. Ramona High School
Basketball Game
Thanksgiving Supper

s

?

Oldham High School vs. Bryant High School
Basketball Game

A

Public Dance with Mike•s Imperial Orchestra

"a large and
enthusiastic crowd"

D

?

Masquerade Ball

D

"very well
attended"
"small
crowd"
"small but
interesting
. crowd"
"very well
attended ..

.

167

Dec

168

Dec 16 Tu

5 F

1920

-

i69

Jan

170

Jan 10 Sa

Wrestling Match

A

171

Jan 17 Sa

Wrestling Match

A

172

Jan 23 F

Hard Times Dance

D

173

Feb

American Legion Dance

D

?

174

Mar 17 .W

St. Patrick's Day Dance

D

?

175

Apr

American Legion Dance

D

"a _goodly

176

9 F

2 M

6 Tu

Apr 30 F

Oldham High School Oratorical and
Declamatory Contest

SA

attendance"
?

1'\)

.a::::.a::::-

177
178

May 20 Th
May 30 Su

Oldham .High Sc~ool Commencement Exercises
Memorial Day Services

SA

179

Jun

1 M

Wedding Dance

D

?

180

Sep 24 F

Wedding _Dance

D

1

181

Oct 26 Tu

Knights of Columbus Supper and Fair

182

Oct 26 Tu

Annual Catholic Ladies Supper and Sale

183

Nov 11 Th

s
s
c

184
185
186
187
188

.

Nov 11 Th
Nov 23 Tu
Dec 10 F
Dec 17 F
Dec 29 W

. Armistice Day Celebration
Public Dance
Fireman'-s Ball

D

'

D
D

Oldham American Legion Dance
Community Christmas Tree Program
Public Leap Year Ball

D
E

1

· -"one of the
biggest
crowds in
atte ndance"

11

Well patronized ..

?

"a goodly
crowd,.
?.

· "a fair
crowd

11

?

. 1

D

. ?

D

?

A

?
• ?

1921
i89
190
19 1

Jan 25 Tu
Jan 27 Th
Jan 28 F

Oldham American Legion Dance .
Oldham Legion vs. Carthage Basketball Game
Oldham High School vs. Arlington Basketball
Game

A

192
193

Feb
Feb

American Legion Auxiliary Social .
Oldham Legion vs. Lake Preston Basketball
Game

A

1 Tu
2 w

s

.?

.?

N
~

<.11

194
195

Apr 15 F
Apr 29 F

American Legion Dance
American Legion Dance

D
D

?
?

196
. 19 7
198

May 13 F
May 26 Th
May 31 Tu

American Legion Dance
Oldham .High School Commencement Exercises
Memorial Day Program

D
SA

c

?
. ?
.
?

Jun

Wedding Dance

D

.?

199
.

9 Th

.

200

Aug 26 F

Oldham Lutheran Choir's Hard Time Party and
Basket Social

s

?

201

Sep

D

202
203

Sep 12 M
Sep 23 F

The Catholic Daughters of America First
Annual Ball
Einar V. Sorensen•s F~neral ·
American Legion Dance

"very good
attendance"

204

Oct 12 W

205

Oct 31 M

7 w

-

R

D

-

?
. ?

.

The Catholic Ladies Annual Bazaar and
Supper ($187.64)
American Legion D~~ce ($235.25)

s

?

D

?

206

Nov 11 F

Armistice Day Program

c

?

207

Dec 15 Th

American Legion Dance

D

"well
attended"

-1922

208
209

Jan 20 F
Jan 27 F

"Father and Mother Party"
Masquerade Ball

s

210

Feb

Amer ica n Legion Basket Social

211

Mar 28 Tu

s
s

9 Th

Oldham Legion Po st Ladies Auxi1iary_Socia1 .

D

?
. 1

.

?
?

""

~
0')

212

Apr 20 Th

Whitewood Farm Bureau Entertainment

E

1

213

May 18 Th

Oldham High School Commencement Exercises

SA

11

214

May 30 Tu

Memorial Day Program

c

21
216

Jun 6Th
Jun 21 F

State College Band
Public Dance with the Melody Five

0

1
1

217

Aug

Public Dance with the Melody Five

D

1

4 F

E

-

.

.

.

.

s
s

11

large
crowd ..
many turned
out ..

218
219

Sep 22 F
Sep 28 Th

Harvest Fair and Carnival
Quilting Party

220

Sep 29 F

Second Annual Grand Ball of the . Catholic
Daughters of America ($200.50)

D

1

221

Oct 18 W

Knjghts of Columbus Dance

0

"the usual
crowd"

222

Dec 25 M

Christmas Dance

D

"we 11
attended"

D
A

?
1

($200.00)

($143.00)

? ..

· "abou t f orty
ladies ..

-1923
223
224

Jan 8 M
Jan 16 Tu

225
226

Jan 17 W
Jan 19 F

227

Feb

9 F

Public Dance with Mike's .Imperial Orchestra
Oldham High School vs. Ramona High School
Girl's Basketball Game
- Carnival Dance
Luthe r League Basket Social
-

Old ham Town Team vs. Ra mo na Town Team
Basketball Game

D

s

A

?

· "about 4oon
1

N
~

"""'

w

Mar

7

229

Apr

6 F

230

Apr 13 F

231

May

232

May 24 Th

233
234

Sep 20 Th
Sep 26 W

235

Oct 26 F

236
237

Nov 12 M
Nov 23 F

238

Dec 11 Tu

228

-

6 Su

Sinai Concert .sand

E

"a fine
crowd 11

Luther league!s First Annual World's Fair
(over $200.00)
Public Dance

s
D

"large
crowd"
?

"The Message.from the Cross," a cantata
presented by the Lake Preston Community
Chorus
Oldham High School Commencement Exercises

E

"a crowded
house"

SA

?

-

s

D

. ?
?

SA

.?

c
E

?
. ?

A

?

Luther League Basket Social

s

1

Legion Auxiliary Fair and Carnival
Catholic Daughters of America Third Annual
Ball
. .
Halloween Carniva~
Armistice Day Program
American Legion Band Concert
Oldham High School vs. Estelline High
School Basketball Game
1924

9 w

239

Jan

240
241

Feb 15 F
Feb 22 F

Public Dance
Country Club Dance -

D
D

"about 400"
"very well
attended"

242

Mar

1890's Dance

D

"about 300"

3 M

N
~

co

243

Mar 17 M

Old Time Community Dance

D

11

244

Mar 26 W

American Legion Ladies Auxiliary Party

s

1

245

Apr 23 W

Kinghts of Columbus Easter Dance

D

1

246
247

May 14 W
May 16 F

Oldham High . School Senior Banquet
Country Club Dance

D

248

Sep 25 Th

American Legion Auxiliary Fair and Carniva l

249
250

Oct 29 W
Oct 31 F

Public Dance
Woodman Dance

251

SA
..

..

.

($80.00)

the usual
large
crowd 11

1
11

1arge 11

s

11

large 11

D
D

11

large 11

1

D

1

•

.

Nov 19 W

American Legion Masquerade Ball

-1925
-

Am e r i c an Leg i on Ca r ni va 1 , "The Days of • 49 •o

s

11

253

Jan 1-2
Th-F
Jan 27 Tu

American Legion Masquerade Ball

D

1

254

Feb 19 Th

American Legion Masquerade Ball

D

1

255

Mar 17 Tu

The Modern Woodman's St. Patrick's Day Dance

0

1

D

11

Well
attended"

D

11

big crowd"

252

the largest
crowd ever 11

. .

256

Apr 15 W

Public Dance Sponsored by the Commercial Club

257
258

May 14 Th
May 28 Th

Americ an legion Dance
American Legion 11 Poppy Dance 11 with Mike•s
Or chestra

D

.1
N

.a:::.

259

Jun 29 M

American legion

11

Japanese Dance"

D

1

\.0

260

Jul 21 Tu

Americ~n

261

Aug 20 Th

262

Sep

263
264

Sep 11 F
Sep 17 Th

265

Oct

266
267

Nov 11 W
Nov 12 Th

4 F

2 F

-

.
Legion "Harvest Dance

10

D

11

American Legion Dance with the Society
Serenaders

D

1

American Legion Dance with the Missi ssippi
Red Caps
American Legion Auxiliary Fair and Carnival
American Legion 11 Duck Hunter's Ball 11

D

1

American Legion "Cornpicker's Dance 11 with
the Mississippi Red Caps
.Armistice Day Program
American Legion Gold Diggers Ball" with
Mike's Orchestra
11

s

fairly
attended"

?

D

?

D

?

D

c

?
?

D

1

-1926
268

Jan 29 F

Commercial Club

269

Feb 17 W

Luther League Social

s

?

270
271

May 27 Th
~lay 30 Su

American Legion Poppy Dance
Memorial Day Program

c

D

?
?

272

Sep ·10 .F
.
Nov 10 W

American Legion Auxiliary Fair and Carnival

s

"small"

Catholic Altar Society Bazaar and Supper
($322.79)

s

?

New Ye ar's Carnival Dance

D

?

273
274

Dec 29-30
W-Th

Be~efit

Dance

11

N
U'1

O

·

1927-1930
Issues of the Oldham Register are missing for these years
1931

275
276

Jan
Jan

277

Jan 16 F

278

Jan 23 F

279

Jan 30 F

280

Feb

281

Feb 16 M

282

Feb . 20 F

282

Mar 13 F

283

Mar 20 F

284

285

Apr 7 Tu
Apr 10 F

286
287

1 Th
9 F

6 F ··

Public Dance with
Public Dance with
. Orchestra
Public Dance with
. Orchestra
Public Dance with
. Orchestra
Public Dance with
Aces of Rhythm

the Oldham Spud Kings
Erickson's Old Time

D
D

?
?

Eddie Wirtz and his

D

?

Erickson's Old Time

D

?

George Grandpre and his

D

?

D

?

D

?

D

?

D

?

D

1

D

.?

Public Dance with Erickson's Old Time
. Orchestra
Public Dance with Hip Haynes and his
. Orchestra
Public Dance with Erickson's Old Time
Orchestra
Public Dance with Hip Haynes and his
Orchestra
Public Dance with Erickson's Old Time
Orchestra

Apr 24 F

Old Time .Dance
Public Dance with Hip Haynes and his
Orchestra
Public Dance with Art Clough's Dakotans

D

May

Public Dance wit h Art Clough's Dakotans

D

0

?

.?
•N

8 F

?

-

U1

288

May 15 F

289

May 22 F

.290

May 29 F

291

Jun

292
293

Public . Dance with
. 8-piece colo.r ed
Public .Dance with
. Commanders
Publ i c Dance with

..

the Original Ravens, "an
orchestra " .
Harold Haynes and his Ten

D

?

D

1

Art Clough's Dakotans

D

1

D

1

Jun 12 F
Jun 19 F

Public Dance with Tiny Little's Toe Teasers
. of Te xas
Public Dan ce with the Origin al Ravens
Public .Dance wi t h Happy Hunter an d his
Kansas Ci t y Playboys

D

D

1
1

294

Jul 24-25
F-Sa

Public Dance with Art Clough ' s Dako t an s

D

1

295

Aug

Public Dance with the Fourteen Original
Bricktops» "America's greatest girl
orchestra of 14 Parisian Red Heads"

D

1

296

Sep "i 1 F

Public Dance with Cato's Vagabonds

D

1

297

Oct

0

?

298

Oct 27 Tu

"Hard . Time Dance' with the Spring Lake
Sod busters
St. Catherine's Parish Dance

D

1

Public Dance with the Glenwood Park Entertainers, 0ne of F.lorida's finest bands"

D

1

Public Dance with Eh~ rt-Featherston and
. th ei r Ten Oklahomans
Pub l ic Dance with Ehart-Featherston and
t heir Ten Okl ahom ans
Old Time Dance

D

1

D

?

5 F

7 F

2 F

1932
299

Jan 29 F

11

300

Feb

5 ·F

301

Feb . l2 F

302

Feb 19 F

D

N

c.n
N

303

Apr

8 F

304

Apr 29 F

Public ·Dance with Russ Hennegar and his
. Recording Orchestra
Public Dance with Russ Hennegar and his
Recording Orchestra

305

May 30 M

306

Jun 17 F

D

?

D

?

Public Dance with Duke's Musical Knights

D

1

Public Dance with Russ Hennegar and his
Recording Orchestra

D

?

D

?

D

?

c
s

?

•

307

Oct 18 Tu .

0

Public Dance

·-1933
0

308

Apr 17 M

309

Jun 26 M

Oldham Celebration

310

Oct 18 W

Catholic Ladies Au x.iliary Supper

0

11

Ca r n i v a 1 Dan c e " wi t h the Sioo u x Ci t y Hot
Points Orchestra

?

1934

311

May 17 Th

Firema·n's Ball

D

11

312

Aug . 7-8
Tu-W

Oldham Celebration

c

?

313

Oct 10 W

Public Dance with tha Dakota Ramblers

D

?

Armis ti ce Day Dance with Louis Langbrehn
. and his Imperial Club Orchestra
Pub lic Dance wit h Perry Rand and his
Orchestra

D

?

D

?

.

314

Nov 12 M

315

Nov

29 Th

Very well
attended ..

"'w
<.T1

..

316

Dec 13 Th

Public -Dance with Louis Langbrehn and his
Imp~rial Club Orchestra

D

?

D

?

1935

317

Jan 17 Tu

Public Dance with Louis Langbrehn and his
Imperial Club Orchestra
..

318

Feb 14 Th

Public Dance with Duane Richardson and his
Orchestra

D

?

319

Mar 18 M

0

?

320

Mar 29 F

Public Dance with Louis Langrehn and his
. Imperial Club Orchestra
Public Dance with Cleveland•s Orchestra

321

Apr 26 F

Public Dance with Cleveland's Orchestra

322

May 30 Th

323

D

.?

D

?

Memorial Day Dahce with Larry Loughlin and
his Orchestra

D

?

Jun 20 Th

Public Dance with Larry Loughlin and his
Orchestra

D

?

324

Aug 29 Th

Catholic Ladies Auxiliary Harvest Dinner

s

"very fine
patronage 11

325
326

Sep 20 F
Sep 27 F

Public Dance with Bill Klitz and his Cowboys
Public Dance with Bill Klitz and his Cowboys

D

327

Oct 10 Th

Public Dance with the Nightengales,
featurirJg the Accordion King ..
Public Dance with Bill Klitz and his Cowboys

-

11

328
329

Oct 24 Th
.
Nov 7 Th

.

D

.

.?

?

D

?

D

1
N

Public Dance wi th t he Nightengales

D

1

U'1
~

330
331

-

332
333

Nov
Nov
Nov
Nov

14 Th
21 Th
23 Sa
28 Th

334
335

Dec 20 F
Dec 25 W

Public . Dance w.i th Bill Klitz and . his Cowboys
Public Dance with . the Dakota Ramblers
Lutheran_Ladies Supper
Thanksgiving Dance
Public Dance
Christmas Dance

D

D

s

?
. ?
_·

11

D

?

D
0

?
1

D

?

D

?

0

1

1arge"

1936

336

Jan

337

Jan 24 F

338

Jan 30 Th

339

Feb 14 F

Valentine Dance

D

?

340

Mar 17 Tu

St. Patrick's Dance

D

1

341

Apr 13 M

Easter Dance with Louis Langbrehn and his
Orchestra

0

?

342

May

1 F

Public Dance with Herman Trottle's Musicians

0

?

343

Jun

4 Th

0

1

344

Sep 13 Su

Public Dance with Bill Klitz and his Cowboys
Catholic Ladies Auxiliary Harvest Dinner

s

?

345

Oct

5 M

Public Dance with Tony Manthey's Orchestra

D

1

Tu

Public Dance with Louis Langbrehn and his
Orchestra
Public Dance wi th Tony Manthey's Orchestra

D

1

D

?

-

1 36

346

Nov

347

Nov 23 M

3

New Years Dance with Louis Langbrehn and
. his Orchestra
Public Dance with Louis Langbrehn and his
. Orchestra
· Public Dance with the Night~ngale Orchestra

N
U1
U1

365

Jan 21 F

Public. Dance with Doll Clutz and her Melody
Girls

D

?

366

Feb

D

?

367

Feb 25 F

Public Dance with Doll Clutz and her Melody
Girls
Public Dance with Doll Clutz and her Melody
Girls

0

?

368

Mar 11 F

D

?

369

Mar 17 Th

Public Dance with Doll Clutz and her Melody
. G·i rls
Public Dance with Doll Clutz and her Melody
Girls

D

?

370

Apr

1 F

Public Dance with Doll Clutz and her Melody
Girls

D

?

371

May 13 F

D

?

372

May 25 F

Public Dance with Doll Clutz and her Melody
Girls Baseball Benefit Dance with Doll Clutz and
her Nelody Girl~

4 F

D

as sat. "not
is factory
as anticipated"

373

Jun

374
375
376
377

3 F

Public Dance with Doll Clutz and her Melody
Girls

D

?

Jul 25 M.
Jul 26 Tu

Public Dance with Manthey and his Meadow Larks D
Public Dance with Doll Clutz and her Melody
D
Girls

?
.?

Sep
Sep

St. Catherine's Annu_al Harvest Dinner
Public Dance with Doll Clutz and her Melody
Girls

4 Su
9 F

-

s

D

?

.?
N

<.n

""'

378

Oct

379

Oct 28

380

Dec

381

Dec 23 F

7 F

2 F

Public ·Dance with Doll Clutz and her Melody
. Girli
. .
Public Dance with Doll Clutz and her Melody
Girls

D

?

D

?

Public Dance with Earl Graham and his
Orchestra
Public Dance with Doll Clutz and her Melody
Girls

D

1

D

1

Public Dance with Doll Clutz and her Melody
Girls

D

1

1939

-

382

Feb

383

Apr 13 Th

Wedding Dance with Manther•s Orchestra

D

?

384
385

May 12 F
May 19 F

D
D

.?

386

May 26 F

D

?

387

Sep

Public D~nce with the Gold Star Orchestra
Public Dance with Doll Clutz and her Melody
. Girls
Public Dance with the Gold Star Orchestra
.
St. Catherine's Annual Harvest Dinner

s

?

c

?
?

.c

. ?
?

3 F

3 Su

?

1940
388
389

Aug 27 Tu
Aug 27 Tu

Oldham Celebration
Public Dance with the Gold Star Orchestra

390
391

Jul 22 Tu
Jul 22 Tu

D

1941

Oldham Celebration
Public Dance with the Gold Star Orchestra

D

N
U'1

co
I

.

392

Nov 20 lh

s

Lutheran Ladies Lutefisk Supper

"well patronized
11

1942

s
s

.?

St. Catherine's Annual Harvest Dinner

s

?

Lutheran Ladies Supper and Bazaar

s

11

393

Oct 11 Su

St. Catherine's Bazaar and Dinner

394

Nov 19 Th

Lutheran Ladies Lutefisk Supper

?

1943
395

Aug 29 Su
.

396

Nov 18 Th

-

.

most liberal
patronage ..

1944
397

Oct

8 Su

St • Catherine • s Ba.z a a r and Di nne r

398

Nov 16 Th

Lutheran Ladies Supper and Bazaar

399

Dec

Methodist Ladies Bazaar and

9 Sa

Su~per

s
s
s

?

s

?

?

?

1945
400

Nov 15 Th

Lutheran Ladies Supper and Bazaar
1946

The Oldham Re¥ister went out of 6usiness on .April 11. 1946.
Lake Preston· 1mes and the Madison Daily Leader were used.

After this date the
N
(J1

\.0

194 7 -19·48

None
1949

401

Jul

1 Sa

Public Dance with Eddie Morris and his
Orchestra

D

?

N

0'\

p ·
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